
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Village reports 
Evenley’s Annual Parish Meeting 
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Forge Coffee  
 
The year has sadly been dominated by the coronavirus pandemic and the varying restrictions imposed to try and 
control its spread. Having seen months of hard work to reinstate the Post Office come to fruition at the start of March 
last year, the timing of the first lockdown a few weeks later was particularly unfortunate. During this period of 
closure, Forge Coffee quickly pivoted to offer a weekly food collection service, the popularity of which quickly required 
my initial method of noting down the orders on a Word document to need a more professional upgrade. Nonetheless, 
we were delighted to be able to help out our local community with this offering and were pleased to provide some 
sort of safe interaction for residents during those months of extreme lockdown. 
 
With the Post Office deemed an essential service, we have strived to remain open as much as possible, sometimes on 
reduced hours and days. Having initiated a phased reopening since the third lockdown in January, we’re delighted to 
have returned to full hours since the start of April. 
 
We look forward to the return of restriction-free times when we can offer the complete Forge Coffee service, with 
people able to enjoy great coffee and cakes sat both inside and outside, as well as hosting art exhibitions, events, 
meetings and parties.  
 
We very grateful for all your support throughout this challenging year and we look forward to continuing to establish 
ourselves as a key component in community life.  
 
Rupert Rowling 
 
…………………………………………. 
 
The Red Lion 
 

Hello Village, 
 
Well after a long period of closure we have finally re-opened, well in part anyway. Building a pub outdoors isn’t 
without challenge, as is staffing and running it in a Covid safe way. However we have created a safe drinking and 
eating space outdoors, utilising our existing smoking area. 
 
This week has been busy beyond our expectations and has caught us somewhat unaware of just how much people 

have missed having a drink in our Pub. This has resulted in more cars and more noise from our corner of the green. 
Whilst we expect this to calm down over the forthcoming weeks, we cannot predict how the business will go. I would 
therefore ask you to be patient with us as we try to mange our way through exceptional circumstances. 
 
Should you choose to visit, please observe the Covid protocols in terms of checking in with the app, wearing a mask 
while standing, using the loo and paying your bill. We hope that this is the last lockdown re-opening and are looking 
forward to May 17th, when we will be able to welcome people indoors. 

 
In the meantime, please stay safe! 
 
Paul, Angie and Oliver 
The Red Lion, Evenley 
Tel: 01280 703469 



 

 

Evenley Wood Garden  
 
During 2020-2021 Evenley Wood Garden has been extremely lucky to be able to remain open throughout the 
pandemic. Not only has this been of huge benefit to our customers and local community but has meant that we have 
continued to provide employment and volunteer opportunities to over 18 people.  
 
We have welcomed a new Head Gardener Dan Winter who has quickly taken up the reins and is busy improving the 
snowdrop collection, clearing a lot of the overcrowding in the wilder areas, and creating nature habitats to support 
our wildlife. Nicola Taylor and a small group of volunteers have taken on the huge task of uncovering the huge variety 
of climbing roses that had been overlooked in previous years and bringing them into the fore. We have high hopes for 
an impressive display this summer.  
 
We have put in place a number of improvements to the garden, including the new road to eliminate some of the 
damage being done to Mill Lane along with resurfacing to the worst affected areas of the lane. 
 
The new hedge across the field is finally showing signs of growth and we have high hopes that once established this 
will disguise the car park. 
 
As always it is a pleasure to continue the work that Mr Whiteley started some 40 years ago and remain a valued 
business within the village. 
  
Alison O'Hare 
Marketing & Events Coordinator 
 
…………………………………………………… 
 
St. George’s Church Annual Report  
 
Between February 2020 - February 2021 The PCC have held 7 meetings- outside when allowed or by Zoom.  
 
Most of the services have been by Zoom although we had a few services in Church including: 
Harvest service with Carrie & Kevin’s Produce Stall  
 
With the help of the EPC we held a Remembrance Service on the Green in November.  
 
Carol singing on the Green around the Christmas Tree.  
 
A Carol Service with wonderful soloists and a Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve.  
 
Through the year we have supported: 

• Crisis Skylight of Oxford  
• Combat Stress  
• Crisis  
• Polly who feeds homeless in Banbury  
• Foodbank  

 
Thank you to everyone who helped support these + Carrie who has raised money through Lent for the Church by 
cycling/walking 500 km 
 
We paid £10,000 contribution towards the Parish Share.  
 
We have bought a new Votive Table with a specific donation- which is immediately in use.  
 
Our APCM is in the Church on 24th April 2021. 
 
Jose Golding  
Church Warden  
St. George’s Church  
 



 

 

Evenley Village Hall  

The Village Hall has unfortunately been closed for the majority of the last 12 months, due to government restrictions 
related to the COVID19 pandemic. As a consequence, we have received virtually no income from letting/hiring 
throughout the year. 

We remain optimistic that the hall will reopen in the near future subject to government review. However, there is a 
distinct possibility that as much as 50% of our historical annual rental income may not be recovered, as some user 
groups have found alternative methods and venues for delivering their classes. 

We have been able to manage the hall’s running costs to a much lower level than normal, but obviously costs cannot 
be totally eliminated and we have incurred some additional costs taking extra measures during the pandemic, such as 
deep cleaning the hall, providing sanitisers etc. 

Enhancement projects have been placed on hold but the buildings and grounds have been maintained, remained 
clean and kept safe to enter. Whilst not open over Christmas, the hall entrance hall was decorated to celebrate the 
festive season and it was good to see a Christmas tree once again erected outside the hall. 

Having taken account of this situation, we applied for financial support from local government and received funds in 
June 2020 in the form of a ‘Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant’ and received further funds last week as a lockdown 
support grant (based on the period the hall has been closed). 

In addition, some residents, local clubs and societies supported the village hall by way of donations last March and by 
their continued involvement in the 200 Club monthly lottery for which the village hall trustees are extremely grateful. 
If anyone would like to support the village hall, we still have 8 spare numbers available in the 200 Club. Contact Kim 
Golding if you are interested. 

The village hall is in a financially stable position and ready to reopen when allowed to do so and welcome back 
regular users. 

Eric Millard 
Chairman 
 
…………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Evenley Residents Association (ERA) & Evenley Matters (EM) 
 
The residents association has not met since March 2020:  we will hold a meeting when all restrictions have been 
lifted. Evenley Matters (which supports the fête and distributes monies raised) has sufficient funds for the 2021 
Evenley Children’s Christmas Party, and also has funds for some activities for older villagers - including the popular 
coffee and cake gatherings in the café/shop and Post Office. 
 
We are planning an informal event on the August Bank Holiday weekend (Saturday, 28th August) on The Green, for 
everyone in the village to get together and have fun - much more informal than a fête! Bring a picnic, and the pub 
will be open by then, hopefully, to buy drinks - or bring your own. 
 
If you want to get involved in organising the Bank Holiday gathering, and/or the Children’s Christmas Party, please 
get in touch. 
 
David Connolly 
Chairperson ERA 
david561connolly@btinternet.com 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
 
I continue to received reports and advice from Neighbourhood Watch nationally, and from Northamptonshire NHW 
and the Police in the county. A great deal of the information does not have much to do with Evenley; we are fortunate 
that we do not have to report much crime. 
 
However, most of the details sent to over 40 contacts in and around the village are of benefit and provide us with 
help and guidance and cover numerous topics. I no longer receive any information from our neighbours in 
Oxfordshire. 
 
I have been advised that to be able to claim to be a member of Northampton NHW, then each person should apply to 
register on the Alerts, as I am not allowed to divulge any of your details to a third party. If this does appeal to 
anyone, please get in touch with me at: david561connolly@btinternet.com 
 
David Connolly 
Evenley NHW co-ordinator 
 
………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Evenley Cricket Club  
 
Last year the club didn’t play in the league because of the pandemic although members were able to enjoy half a 
dozen (restricted) friendly matches. The highlight of the season was the friendly match between the first, second and 
veteran teams. No social events were able to take place. 
 
This year, the club will be carrying over the VP and ball sponsors from last year. Their season commences the first 
weekend in May and ends at the end of August.  
 
All fixtures are confirmed and will be circulated through the E.C.C fixture book, published in April each season, and/or 
posted on the E.C.C and relevant league websites.  
 
More information about the club can be found here: https://www.evenleycc.com/ 
 
Kim Golding 
 
…………………………………………………………………. 
 
RAF Croughton 
 
On 14 December 2020 RAF Croughton was appointed a new RAF Commander, Sqn Ldr Jayne Robertson. Sqn Ldr 
Robertson took the reins from Sqn Ldr Clive Wood, who was overseeing RAF Croughton until a permanent RAF CC 
was appointed. Sqn Ldr Jayne Robertson is the RAF Commander for all the RAF installations that fall under the Air 
Base Group that is Commanded by Col Hannah. This includes RAF Fairford and RAF Welford, in addition to RAF 
Croughton. She has had involvement with the Base previously, covering for Sqn Ldr Gibson-Sexton from February – 
October 2009 and being the RAF Cdr from October 2013 – January 2017. 
  
Last year, along with DIO, we briefed the Parish Council on the New Main Gate Project. At the time we were awaiting 
for a historic planning application to lapse prior to submitting the new one. Due to Covid all planning applications 
were given a 12 month blanket extension, this included the historic planning application. Therefore we are now in the 
position that we are again waiting for that application to lapse prior to submitting the new one. We will be sure to 
keep you updated.  

  
In addition we would also like to say that we look forward to a more positive year ahead with the opportunity to 
engage in person as soon as the time is right.  

  
Laura Haddy 
Community Relations Adviser  
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