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Engagement Update

Maddelyn Sutton

Head of Community Engagement HS2





Relief Road opening 



Schools engagement

Culworth Primary School engagement – archaeology project
Chipping Warden Primary School – will be involved in the Archaeology for Schools programme  
Winchester House school, Brackley  - Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA), on behalf of Fusion/HS2 delivered a 1-day workshop 
Helmdon Primary School - EKFB will be attending to give talks 



CEF and BLEF awards – February onwards

Byfield Parish Council - £75,000

• Community hub and social space, a place for people to meet and socialise, 

• Base for sports clubs 

• Training venue, and a space for children’s parties, coffee mornings and charity events. 

• Will include a new kitchen and bar

Farthinghoe Parish Council - £10,000

• Replacement of the two wooden clad bus shelters that serve the village of Farthinghoe in Northamptonshire.

Woodford cum Membris Parish Council - £37,090

• Construct a new footpath along the inside hedged area of the wetland area of the Great Central Woodland

Northamptonshire has been awarded 19 projects with a total investment of just over £900k



EKFB Training Hub
• EKFB has secured funding from the 

CITB Construction Skills Funding for 

construction training

• Current courses available include 

Plant Operator Training (CPCS card)

• Training Hub based in Southam 

• Over 400 people trained so far and 

200 more places available 

throughout 2020/2021

• £300K invested in local businesses as 

a result

• Links to HS2’s strategic goal to 

provide employability skills to 

under-represented groups 

• More details: 

https://www.ekfb.com/training 



Early Works Update

Richard Calvert

Head of Engagement 

Fusion



Fusion Works Summary – Quarter 3 : 2021
General Areas

• Land possession and fencing

• Archaeology – Mitigation

• Ecological surveys and species mitigation

• Habitat mitigation

• Highway improvements

• Ancient woodland transfers

• https://www.hs2innorthants.co.uk

https://www.hs2innorthants.co.uk/


Chipping Warden Relief Road

Phase 1 opened Saturday 19 June



M40 – Junction 11: Banbury

• Completion of intelligent control traffic lights and 

signalisation of the A422 (W) Hennef  Way, retaining the 

free flow slip onto the M40 

• We are working with Highways England and OCC to 

complete the remaining programme of works by 17 July 

2021 

• Overnight lane closures on the slip roads – no diversion 

required



Archaeology
• All trial trenching has now been 

completed within Northamptonshire

• All mitigation sites are now all 

underway (open area excavations)



Archeaology works- Radstone
Completion dates

• All surveys, test pitting and trial trenching 

evaluation between Radstone Manor Farm and 

Fox Covert now completed

• Mitigation works anticipated completion end of 

July 2021



Roman wall appearing

Blackgrounds archaeology 

Plan of the Iron Age Settlement



• Works began at the end of June and are planned to 

be completed by the end of March 2022.

• We need to complete the following;

• Ongoing archaeological investigations

• Ecology Surveys

• Vegetation Clearance

• Planting

• Transfer marshland turf

• There will be off peak road closures on Welsh Road at 

times with advertised diversion routes

Trafford Bridge, Edgcote



Halse Copse and Glyn Davies Wood

Halse Copse near Greatworth

Mobilisation mid July 2021

Works planned to be complete by December 2021

Works include;

• Ecology surveys and mitigation

• Tree and habitat translocation – autumn 

• Fencing

Glyn Davies Wood near Boddington

Mobilisation mid to late July 2021

Work planned to be complete by February 2022

Works include;

• Ecology surveys and mitigation

• Tree and habitat translocation – autumn

• Fencing



Ecology Mitigation

• Bat mitigation surveys began at the start of May and are 

progressing through a combination of tree climbs and 

dusk and dawn activity surveys of trees.  Bat mitigation 

has commenced to complete this season

• The majority of great crested newt  areas have now been 

mitigated across Northamptonshire, there are  3 areas 

remaining.  Expected completion October 2021

Area wide



A43 lane closures, Radstone
Whitfield Road Surveys

• Bat tree surveys completed with diversion route in place

• Survey information being reviewed for felling works later this season 

in accordance with the ecological calendar and required consents. 

Further short-term road closure will be required 



Radstone Road 
Radstone Surveys

• Bat tree surveys completed in June with diversion route in 

place

• Survey information being reviewed for felling works later 

this season in accordance with the ecological calendar and 

required consents. Further short-term road closure will be 

required 



Main Works Update

Chris James

Senior Engagement Manager

EKFB



EKFB Engagement Team

Dave Butcher

Evenley to Greatworth

Simon Davis

Greatworth to Boddington



Lower Boddington to Chipping Warden

Compound & Tunnel early 

works

• Site access roads

• High Furlong brook

• Earthworks

Chipping Warden 

Compound

Heave Site



Lower Boddington

Early Works has started

• FOB meeting

• Walk

• Millenium way

• Community Investment

• Updated drawings

• Overhead Catenary 

System

• Meeting in July

• Drop in



Aston le Walls

Compound & Tunnel early 

works



Chipping Warden

Compound & Tunnel early 

works





Edgcote & Thorpe Mandeville

Key Design Elements

• Respond event being arranged

• Virtual format in July 2021



Greatworth ‘T’
Creation of a temporary road between Sulgrave Road and B4525 Welsh Road, including creation of a 3-arm 
roundabout connecting to the western arm of B4525 Welsh Road and a second 3-arm roundabout connecting to 
southern arm of Sulgrave Road, and the creation of a temporary road connecting B4525 Welsh Road with 
Greatworth Park together with associated landscaping and infrastructure

Sulgrave 

Road 

Temporary 
highway diversion 

Temporary access to 
Greatworth Park



Thorpe Mandeville

Greatworth Green Tunnel Compound

• Construction compound

• Concrete batching plant

• Phasing of ‘Greatworth T’

• Signage



Greatworth
South

Community Impact

• Greatworth Hall

• Greatworth Fields

• Water supply

• Recording Studio



Radstone

Engagement & Design

• Noise barrier and alignment

• Footpaths / PRoW

• Views

• Helmdon



Brackley Town

• Brackley Office Campus

• High Street

• Material Shortages

• Employment & Training

• Community Funds

• https://careers.ekfb.com/vacancies/vacancy-search-results.aspx



Brackley & 

Surrounding 

Area

1

2

3





Evenley

• Traffic

• Footpaths



Complaints & Enquiries overview

Northamptonshire:

2 complaints and 8 enquiries in last quarter 

(April-June) – 6% of our overall routewide.

Our response time averaged 4 working days, 

less than a quarter of HS2’s SLA.

We also received 6 compliments from local 

communities in Northants.

Compliment from a local resident:

Last night there was no light. If this was the result of your intervention 

then I sincerely can't thank you enough ... I genuinely slept better. 

The anxiety that b****y thing was causing just fell away. My neighbours 

I know through previous conversations will also be happy. 
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