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Home Improvements?
Village Green
The Parish Council and Evenley Cricket Club have agreed a
new way forward for ensuring our village green is looking its
best. ECC will manage the grass cutting throughout the year
but the Parish Council has asked it to ensure the Green is cut
and all grass collected before each major school holiday.
Costs have been agreed accordingly. With the unseasonably
mild weather, the grass has been growing as grass does and a
cut after Christmas ensured many villagers have been out
enjoying our beautiful Green already this year. Furthermore
the Parish Council has ordered a new larger picnic bench to
replace the old one for the enjoyment of villagers, visitors
and of course our cricket club.

Planning new windows, changing your front door, maybe
adding a porch? Large parts of Evenley fall within a
conservation area so it may be worth checking the Evenley
Conservation Area and Appraisal Plan, adopted in September
2015. This offers guidance and explains why it is important to
protect our heritage and can be found on South
Northamptonshire Council’s website.
Contact South
Northamptonshire Council’s planning department for further
detailed advice.

Speeding in Evenley
Speeding through the village was an issue mentioned many
times at the Parish Council’s recent open meeting. In late
December the yellow VAS sign was moved to the top of Broad
Lane facing towards the A43. This has hopefully been
reinforced by the recently painted SLOW markers positioned
at the entrances to the village.
Thanks to speedwatch
volunteers for all their hardwork recording valuable data.

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held between 7.30pm and
9.30pm on Monday 18th April at Evenley village hall.
Representatives from the district, county and parish councils
will be available to talk to as well as member of village clubs
and organisations who you may wish to meet.

The Queen’s 90th Party
Contact Us



Have a comment to make, issue to discuss or idea to put
forward? Then please contact the parish council.
Jean Morgan (Chair) 703317 Cathy Ellis 308568 Jeff PeytonBruhl 706351, Nic Hamblin 705512, Lisa Proffit 841904,
Spencer Burnham 843973 Michael Baul 706895.
Our clerk is Kirsty Buttle 01295 275372
clerk@evenleypc.org.uk
Clr John Townsend, District Councillor South Northants
john.townsend@southnorthants.gov.uk
Clr Ron Sawbridge MBE, County Councillor Northamptonshire
RSawbridge@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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All parishioners are welcome and may
contribute at the start of each meeting.
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At Evenley Parish Council’s recent open meeting, there was
overwhelming support for a get together to mark HM The
Queen’s 90th Birthday on Sunday 12th June, 2016. Plans are
developing for a giant picnic lunch in the middle of the Green,
with appropriate music and a street party atmosphere.
It will be set up to bring everyone together, whatever the
weather. Bring your own food and drink. Provisions will be
made to transport elderly residents in the village.
Evenley will be joining national celebrations on
st
21 April by lighting a beacon at the Pocket Park.
Further details for both events will follow shortly.

Evenley now has its own heart defibrillator
thanks to resident Chris Hart’s hard work.
On behalf of the Parish Council, Chris
successfully applied for a grant from the
Department of Health and the British
Heart Foundation defibrillator has now
been fitted next to the entrance to the village hall.
The defibrillator is available for emergency use to both the
Ambulance Service and the public 24 hours-a-day. The
equipment when activated gives clear instructions for use
by the non-medically trained.
Parish Council chair Jean Morgan said: “We are really
grateful to Chris for all his hard work. We now have this
great life saving facility for the village and at no cost!”
CPR training sessions are being organised free of charge, at
the village hall during March. Training will be by DVD with
hands on practice available on mannequins. No previous
medical or first aid experience is required. Each session
will take approximately one hour and will be hosted by a
range of villagers who have kindly offered to help.
Sign up sheets with dates and times are available at the
village shop. Minimum age for attendees is 13 years.

Monte Carlo or Bust
Large quantities of yellow paint will shortly be arriving at Evenley’s Red Lion pub. For Landlord Paul and
seventeen other Evenley and Mixbury residents will soon be painting their cars yellow. Fear not, it is all
in a good cause. For the group is entering the ‘Monte Carlo or Bust banger driving adventure’. Nine cars
are being purchased for just £300 or less each and currently range from a Rolls Royce to a Fiat
Cinquecento (tight squeeze!) and most are fit for the scrapyard. The cars will be painted yellow, ready
to start the three day 950-mile rally from Belgium (they’ve got to get there first), over the Alps to
Monaco in early June. Why yellow? The group is undertaking this challenge in aid of the Warwickshire
and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance. Landlord Paul Crompton explains: “If it wasn’t for the Air
Ambulance, Angie wouldn’t be here today. We will do everything we can to make sure someone else’s
life is saved by this fantastic charity.” Over the past twelve months, the Red Lion and its customers has
raised over £12,462.24 for the Air Ambulance. Its life saving missions are funded purely through
donations; it does not receive any government
funding. You can support the group by calling
at the pub or donating on the website below.
www.justgiving.com/monte-carlo-or-bust-challenge
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Evenley Defibrillator

Annual Parish Meeting

After a short talk from local councillors, there will be an open
forum for villagers to ask questions or air their views after
which the meeting will take on a more informal nature.
All welcome!

RAF Croughton expands
Councillors Jean Morgan and Cathy Ellis were warmly
welcomed to RAF Croughton recently. Colonel Mellars, the
USAF Commander talked through the expansion plans and
explained the timetable for change. For cost-saving reasons
several other US bases across the UK will be closed with up
to 2,000 personnel relocating to RAF Croughton by 2021.
Before that can happen, a new secondary school and joint
communications centre will be built at the base and many
existing facilities upgraded and expanded. To avoid
disruption on local roads, the Ministry of Defence (owners
of the base) has applied to expand and upgrade the
entrance to the base from the A43. A larger security and
waiting area will ensure lorries and deliveries associated
with the expansion plans are not queuing on the A43 or
using the entrance on the B4031. There are no plans to
increase the amount of housing at the base, but all unused
properties there and at Caversfield, near Bicester that are
currently empty will be brought back into service.
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W.I. Evenley
In December 2015, the Evenley Women’s Institute closed its
doors for the last time. Resident and WI member Rosemary
Harvey explains its history. “The WI opened here in 1948.
Several of the original members worked at Bletchley Park in the
Second World War. Even family and friends did not know what
they had been up to!” The WI finished in fine style with a lovely
Christmas lunch held at the Red Lion on 10th December 2015.

EVENLEY MATTERS
EVENLEY MATTERS (the group that distributes profits from
Evenley Fete and Dog Show) gave funds to the following groups.
£355 was given to residents Eric Millard and Alan Thornhill to
buy specialist microphones for their Large and Larger singing
group. The duo regularly tour care homes for the elderly. £200
was given to Home Start, a charity providing support for
vulnerable families in our region. ECC Cricket received £1333
towards equipment and club shirts for the junior club. Finally,
£200 was given to the Astwick Benefice for the children’s
holiday club in Croughton for 2016 attended by Evenley Parish
children. Funds are still available so please contact Chair Philip
Stevens for further information if you have a local project.

Ding Dong
After more than seven years, Evenley resident Paul Bennett is
retiring as a church warden. Paul has helped maintain the
church, organise events, oversee its finances and clamber up St
George’s narrow and rickety tower to wind its clock each week.
Paul has kindly agreed to continue with his much needed clock
winding service but is stepping down from the Church council.
Rev Simon Dommett said “We are very grateful for the
enormous amount of work Paul has done for St George’s. His
gentle manner and enthusiasm will be missed greatly.” If you
are interested in helping to look after this major village asset,
please contact Jose Golding on 01280 703400 . Any help or
support would be greatly appreciated.

Cricket Club
Evenley Cricket Club is once again looking for
sponsorship from Evenley residents and Club
supporters, either as vice-presidents or ball
sponsors. Prices start at £25. There is also the
opportunity to advertise in its fixture book,
distributed throughout the club’s membership.
Committee member Chris Scott said: “This is an
important source of revenue for the cricket club
and we are always grateful for the village’s
support.” The club is also looking for an
additional shirt sponsor. For further information,
please visit www.evenleycc.com or speak to Chris
Scott on 07778 213050.
.

Janet Cropley
Last month, the village lost one of its best-known and
much loved characters. Janet Cropley died suddenly
following a fall from her beloved horse. Janet had lived in
Evenley for over 25 years and was widely and highly
regarded in the horticultural world as a leading plantswoman and for the creation of Hill Grounds gardens.
Gardening societies and enthusiasts from all over the
world have visited her creation, a wonderful relaxed
cacophony of colour and style (just like Janet!) or listened
intently to one of her many amazing talks. Plants have
been named after the gardens and world renowned
photographers have photographed it. But to many in
Evenley, Janet was known as a great supporter of the
church; only recently she gave a fun and interesting talk
about the history of St George’s to kick start the safari
supper. She was a regular bellringer and every Christmas
led the motley crew of carol singers around the village with
typical aplomb, whatever the weather and with knowledge
of every verse of even the most obscure carol. To others,
Janet was regularly spotted heading out of the village atop
her horse Feliz, wearing her trademark red bobble hat, but
often snuck out after dark on lengthy moonlit rides, which
were her favourite. A regular with the Bicester and
Whaddon Chase Hunt and a leading light with the
Women’s Farm and Garden Association,
Janet’s passing will leave a gaping hole in many
organisations as well of course in the
lives of her family and many, many
friends.

Village Walks
Many villagers have already enjoyed Carrie O’Regan’s first
two walks of the year taking in old Astwick village and a
tour of Evenley Wood to see the magnificent show of
snowdrops and other bulbs. Her next walk is on Friday
11th March at 1.30pm and will follow the old railway lines
towards Mixbury. In April, Carrie will lead a walk over the
Buckingham Road towards The Hulls. All walks start at the
village shop on Evenley Green and will go ahead regardless
of weather, but please dress appropriately for the
conditions, it can be muddy. Full details are on the Evenley
Parish Council website where you will also find a map
showing all the local footpaths which you can download
and print. Notices detailing the walks and other matters
relating to our footpaths are also in the village shop and on
the notice board.

FILM CLUB
The next film to be shown at film club at the
village hall on Monday 14th March is Selma (PG).
Described as a chronicle of Martin Luther King’s campaign
to secure equal voting rights via an epic march from Selma
to Montgomery, Alabama in 1965, it stars David
Oyelowow, Carmen Ejogo and Tim Roth.

Cricket Club Training
Calling all Evenley cricketers. Practice in the nets at Magdalen sports
hall, Waynflete Avenue, Brackley begins on Thursday 3rd March.
Juniors (Under 15’s & Under 17s) starts at 8pm and adults please
turn up from 8.30pm. This is a bit tight throughout March, but in
April it will change to juniors 7-8pm, adults from 8-9pm. £1 for
juniors, or £2 for adults - however, it is free for anyone who pays
their annual season subs up front (£25 juniors/£50 adults).
The first coaching session on the Green will be on Sunday 1st May
this year, 10.30am - 12noon, as usual. Any child age 6yrs to 17yrs is
welcome to just come along. Coaching will then be every Sunday
until the end of August, unless it is raining!

On Monday 11th April is What we did on our

Holidays (PG). Starring Rosamund Pike, David Tennant
and Billy Connolly, Doug and Abi take their kids on a family
vacation. Surrounded by relatives, the kids innocently
reveal the ins and outs of their family life and many
intimate details about their parents. It's soon clear that
when it comes to keeping a big secret under wraps from
the rest of the family, their children are their biggest
liability!
And finally on Monday 9th May, its Boyhood (15). This
Oscar winning drama, filmed over 12 years with the same
cast, is a ground breaking story of growing up as seen
through the eyes of a child. It's impossible to watch Mason
and his family without thinking about our own journey.
Stars: Ellar Coltrane, Pat Arquette & Ethan Hawke. Due to
its longer running time, this film starts at 7.30pm.
Doors open 7.45pm prompt start 8.00pm except Boyhood.
Bring a bottle of your favourite tipple if you would like, or
we provide free soft drinks and nibbles, all glasses
provided. £4.50 payable on the door.

