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ELECTIONS 2015

Parish Council Elections - Have you made your mind up about standing for
election to the parish council this year? If not we hope the enclosed flyer will
provide any further information you may need. The closing date for nominations
to stand for election as a parish councillor is April 9th. Elections occur every four
years.
One of the important roles of a parish councillor is to determine a budget for
parish council expenditure and determine its precept which forms a key element
of your council tax demand. This year the parish council decided on an increase
of just
under 3% with some expenditure being funded by grants from outside
organisations and also from the parish council’s cash reserves.
County council finances are under much greater stress because of declining
funding from the government. The county council element of your council tax
demand will rise by just under 2% because a higher increase would have
triggered an expensive county- wide referendum to approve it. The county
council is proposing to address the financial challenge it faces by reducing its
staff of 4,000 to 150 and outsourcing its functions
rather than
providing them in-house.
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The district council, which will not be increasing
its precept this year, has adopted a different
approach to meeting its financial challenges.
Sharing senior management and some services
with Cherwell and, to a lesser extent , with Stratford-upon-Avon council has so
far secured savings of three million pounds. The closure of its existing costly-to
-maintain headquarters, which have been sold for housing, and the move to
smaller custom-built premises, nearer to Towcester town centre, is claimed to
have been cost free to the council tax payer. The new building will also house
Towcester Library and the Registry Office.

COTTAGE HOSPITAL & OPENING OF NEW BRACKLEY
HEALTH FACILITY
The decision to close Brackley Cottage Hospital in March was unexpected but we
have since learnt that strenuous efforts are being made to defer the closure.
However there may be a lengthy time gap between the cottage hospital closure
and the opening of the new health care facility near the BP garage at the end of
the bypass. The physiotherapy department adjacent to the cottage hospital is
unaffected by the closure proposals and will remain open. Both Washington
House and the Health Centre practices will be combining and working
collaboratively in this new development.
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Beyond your expectations

H S2
Currently a select committee of MPs is hearing objections to the HS2 project which have taken the form of petitions to
Parliament. These issues have to be dealt with before the hybrid Government Bill can be passed. Construction cannot
commence until the Bill receives Royal Assent. However it is conceivable that the new government, to be elected in May,
could cancel the project. In the meantime the issue facing Evenley is the potential disruption due to vastly increased
vehicle traffic on our roads during the construction phase of the project. We have been assured that the lorry movements
will be confined to motorways and A roads with a few minor roads being closed to construction traffic. Evenley,
Croughton and Aynho Parish Councils have sent a joint letter to Northamptonshire’s Police and Crime Commissioner
seeking additional finance for the enforcement of speeding and weight restrictions in order to help prevent heavy goods
vehicles using villages rather than the main routes. South Northamptonshire Council has been at the forefront of a
petitioning campaign to limit the adverse effects of the construction phase on local villages and we have given our support
to Brackley in this regard. The construction phase is likely to begin in 2017 and end in 2024. However the construction
period at any one location will only be between two and four years but there will be intermittent periods of activity rather
than it being continuous.

VILLAGE HALL
Those attending events at the village hall will have seen the extensive renovation and redecoration which has been carried
out there over recent months. Some work remains to be done. However regular hall users will have seen the selection of
replacement chair designs on display for evaluation with the option for users to express their preferences. The existing
chairs have served us well but their wear and tear has necessitated replacement. We wish to thank Michael Genner and
the Evenley Village Hall Management Committee for securing grant funding for the renovation work and its
successful execution to date .
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Register on-line to receive regular
email & SMS (new) news updates.
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And why not follow us on twitter & Facebook all news items are
posted to twitter; https://twitter.com/evenleypc and
https://www.facebook.com/groups/evenleypc/
VAS SMILEY FACE & SPEEDWATCH
The parish council has contributed towards the cost of an
additional mobile VAS sign which will be
erected in April and contribute to our
efforts to improve road safety by reducing
vehicle speeds within the village. We have
been fortunate to secure a £1000 grant
from the New Homes Bonus fund.
SpeedWatch will also be resuming again
February to May 2015.

VILLAGE FLAG
The new village flag, illustrated in the
December 2014 newsletter, has now been
delivered and will be raised for the first
time on Mothering Sunday 15th March.
Future display dates have still to be
confirmed.

RAF CROUGHTON EXPANSION
Following the US Senate’s approval for
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the cost saving European Infrastructure
A
Consolidation Review the US
Department of Defense has decided to
realign several U.S Air Forces in Europe
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– Air Forces Africa missions, in order to
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addition to the new intelligence facility
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construction will also include medical
and dental clinics (in progress), dormitory, commissary, fitness centre and
elementary and middle/high schools. A Base Exchange renovation, post office
addition and Child Development Centre addition are also expected. The investment
of approximately $418 million in the new facilities is expected to secure annual
savings of around $74 million. Around 1250 positions including U.S. service
members, U.S. civilians and local national employees are expected to be moved to
Croughton gradually over the transfer period. No new housing will be built to
We are a family run business based in Brackley and accommodate the
offer a friendly, Professional and reliable service.
personnel
and
For a no obligation quote call or visit our website
rental properties
will be sought
within a twenty
five mile radius of
RAF Croughton.
Vacant properties
at Caversfield and
the former Upper
Heyford
airbase
could be used. The
U.S. Air Force
confirms its strong
commitment to its
long-standing relationship with the UK based on trust , mutual respect and the
common goals of protecting our two nations’ shared security and strategic interests.
The local community near RAF Croughton has been essential to the success of the
mission and the base is grateful to have such a strong relationship. It is confirmed
that RAF Croughton will continue to have no flying mission.

PARISH PLAN

During discussion of the draft Parish Plan at the January parish council meeting it was
pointed out that there were some inconsistencies between the survey results and plan
put forward. The Parish Council Chairman said that the working group had worked
very hard to ensure that the plan reflected the views of the village and the group had
considered all responses from the survey including residents' comments. After
discussion of the draft Parish Plan, the Parish Council decided to try to present the
statistics with greater clarity and asked the working group, to carry out a revision
exercise with a target to publish the amended plan before this year's May election.
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DIARY DATES

The village film club’s
Showings in the village hall start at
8pm, doors open 7.45pm. Just turn
up and pay £4 per head on the
night.
March 9th Film
Club showing of
h i s t o r i c a l
dramarama
Jimmy’s Hall
April 13th Film
Club showing of biographical drama
Mr Turner starring Timothy Spall as
the artist
May 11th Film Club showing of
myst ery th ri ll er Sh ad o w R ecruit
starring Keira Knightley and Kevin
Costner see more here
h t t p : / / w w w . e v e n l e y p c . or g . uk / c l u b s /
evenley-film-club
March 17th Evenley Gardening
S o c i e t y welcom es Dr R osema r y
Collier from the Warwick Crop Centre
to talk about the work of the centre
Spring Walk around our Parish
footpaths Come and join footpaths
warden, Carrie O'Regan, on a walk
around our footpaths on Tuesday 17th
March. Meet at village shop at 10am
with footwear suitable for the weather,
on tracks and across fields'. If you
would like to hear about other walks
please contact Carrie on
carrieoregan1@btinternet.com or see
the parish website.
www.evenleypc.org.uk
Gig in the Garden Friday 10th July
15, Church Lane, Evenley. The Kevin
O'Regan Band with support from
Wednesdays Wolves
Tickets: £10

(£8 students) From: Kevin on
01280 702300 or
kevinoregan54@btinternet.com
In aid of The Air Ambulance and St
George's Church, Evenley.

POCKET PARK

CONTACTS

Litter is a constant problem in the parish, particularly so in the pocket park where visitors drive into
Tree Warden
Janet Cropley
the upper entrance and park by the field gate to have a picnic leaving their litter there rather than
01280 703224
dropping it into the litter bins provided. To address this problem the parish council is installing a
Footpath Warden barrier at the upper entrance to prevent vehicles entering the site. The farmer who owns the field and
Carrie O’Regan
three other people will have keys to open the barrier when necessary. Adequate space will be provided
01280 702300
at the side of the barrier to permit access by prams, pushchairs and wheelchairs.
Pocket Park
Merrick Loggin
PARISH REPRESENTATIVES
01280 702725
We would like to thank Mrs Sheila Bailey who has decided to stand down from her role of Village
Village
Correspondent which involves the submission of Evenley news items to the Brackley Advertiser. One
Correspondent
Position vacant
village resident has expressed interest in being the parish Highways Representative which involves
Snow Warden
being the local eyes and ears of county council with respect to highways and related issues. However
Kim Golding
the appointments to both the Village Correspondent and Highways Representative roles have still to
01280 703400
be confirmed by the parish council at its March meeting so, if you wish to be considered for either role
Allotments
please contact the parish clerk at clerk@evenleypc.org.uk without delay. We should also like to thanks
Representative
to Mr & Mrs Whiteley for their gift of the Christmas tree erected outside the village hall and Mrs
Arthur Hunt
Joyce Stevens who has agreed to be the village noticeboard warden.
Arts
Co-ordinator
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Kevin O’Regan
01280 702300
April 20th Annual Parish Meeting – This is the occasion when county, district and local councillors and
Noticeboard
other village organisations have the opportunity to report back to the community and answer
Joyce Stevens
questions. Other speakers include Mr Chris Wragg who has agreed to come and speak on HS2 issues.
01280 702811

EVENLEY ARTS

As well as occasional arts events, the Arts Co-ordinator has a list of people who
wish to hear about visits that are planned to arts events elsewhere. Being on the
list does not carry any obligation, it simply means you get notified of proposed
events which you can join or not as you wish. To be notified, please contact Kevin
O’Regan on (01280) 702300 or email kevinoregan54@btinternet.com. Kevin is
considering
organising a play reading would like to have expressions of
interest. The idea is that he gets copies of a play and those interested meet at an
agreed venue simply to read the play through and then discuss it if there is the
time and the
inclination.
Please let Kevin know if you are interested. Picture is
of Joal Kamps, Canadian singer/songwriter,
performing at the first Evenley Arts House Concert in
early February.

PARKING

The parish council has received complaints about the
increasing trend towards vehicles parking in the
village with their wheels on the footway thereby
obstructing wheelchairs, prams and push chairs which
must then use the road. We ask residents to cooperate
by insisting that visiting tradesmen and others park
on the road in the interest of road safety.

ALLOTMENTS

There is currently a half plot vacant. If you are
interested in taking on the tenancy please contact Councillor Jill Kelly on (01280) 702500.

Tell us what you think – if you like something – tell us, and if you don’t agree with
what we are doing then tell us also – alternatively come along to our bi monthly
meetings –the public is always very welcome.
go to
http://www.evenleypc.org.uk/evenley-parish-council/contact-epc/tell-us-what-you-think

