
 

                  
Parish Office     Telephone: 01280 308580 
10 Orchard Place    E-mail: clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 
Westbury                  Web: www.evenleypc.org.uk                            
Northamptonshire 
NN13 5JT 

 
West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit  

The Guildhall  
St Giles Square  

Northampton  
NN1 1DE 

 
8th November 2019 

 
Dear Sir, 

  
It has recently come to our attention that a consortium of landowners is in the process of promoting land within the 
boundary of our Parish for the development of a ‘new settlement’. The development would cover approximately 233 
hectares of land to the west of the A43 between Charlton Road and B403 (for further details please refer to the 
promotional brochure enclosed with this letter).  
 
We understand that the joint authorities recently carried out ‘issues consultation’ on the emerging West 
Northamptonshire Strategic Plan and that this included a ‘call for sites’ process, which was specifically aimed at sites 
that are strategic in scale. We believe that the aforementioned site was put forward during the call for sites process. 
However, as the Joint Planning Unit are yet to publish any details, it has not been possible for us to confirm whether 
that is the case. We would welcome confirmation from the Joint Planning Unit that the site has been promoted 
through the call for sites process?  
 
If the site has been promoted through the call for sites exercise, it is our intention to object to its inclusion in the 
emerging Plan. The development is not justified and our main reasons for objection are summarised below: 
 

• We consider that housing growth in the Strategic Plan should be based upon the approach advocated in 
the existing Joint Core Strategy, which seeks to focus the majority of future housing development in the 
main urban areas (i.e. in Northampton, Daventry, Towcester and Brackley). This is clearly the most 
sustainable approach for the West Northamptonshire unitary authority area, which predominantly 
comprises rural areas characterised by small villages and hamlets;   
 

• The area between Brackley and Bicester is rural in character and includes a series of small settlements 
including Evenley. The new settlement would be an incongruous addition to the rural area and would 
not accord with either the established settlement pattern or character of the area; 
 

• The vision and objectives on the emerging strategic plan indicates that villages such as Evenley and 
Croughton should retain their local distinctiveness. This would surely be eroded by the creation of a large 
new settlement in such close proximity to both; 

 

• The Parish acknowledge that it will be necessary for the Joint Authority to address the implications of 
the Oxford – Cambridge Arc within the merging development plan and we do sympathise with the 
development pressures that this will place upon West Northamptonshire. However, the Government 
have been very clear that meeting their ambitions for the Arc should not be at the expense of the quality 
of the environment. Developing over 230ha of greenfield land in a predominantly rural area would hardly 
achieve that objective.  
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• The site that has been put forward for the new settlement includes  
o the site of the Medieval Village of Astwick (which covers a large area within the site and is a schedule 

monument), the presence of the medieval village indicates that the wider site will have significant 
archaeological potential, includes; 

o high quality agricultural land;  
o a series of woods which still support wildlife; and 
o a series of public rights of way. 
 

The site identified is therefore of importance in terms of amenity, archaeological and the natural environment. 

We reserve our right to make further comment on the emerging plan and any other developments regarding the site 
in question.  
 
We note that it is the Joint Planning Units intention to consult on the spatial options to meet the level of growth in 
West Northamptonshire in early 2020. We would be grateful if the Parish Council can be kept up to date with the 
progress of the emerging strategic plan and any proposals that are being proposed within or adjacent to the Parish 
boundary.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me (details above) should you have any queries. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Cathy Knott  

 
Cathy Knott 
Parish Clerk, Evenley Parish Council 
 
 
cc.  
County Councillor Rebecca Breese 
District Councillor John Townsend  
SNC Leader, Councillor Ian McCord  
Councillor Alan Munn 

 
 


