
 

1 

 

Parish Office     Telephone: 01280 423295 
10 Orchard Place    E-mail: clerk@evenleypc.org.uk              
Westbury                Web: www.evenleypc.org.uk                            
Northamptonshire 
NN13 5JT 
 

 

Notes of the annual parish meeting held on  
Monday 25th April 2022, 7.30pm at Evenley Village Hall 

 
Present: cllr Spencer Burnham, cllr Paul Crompton, Cathy Ellis (chairman), cllr Jeff Peyton-Bruhl, cllr Charles Reader, 
cllr Sue Ricketts, Cathy Knott (clerk), district councillor Rebecca Breese and 24 members of the public 

 
Apologies  
Cllr Jean Morgan (JM).  
 
Confirm the minutes of the virtual meeting held on Wednesday 26th April 2021 
The minutes were agreed and signed. 
 

Chairman’s welcome 
Welcome everyone.  And what a joy to welcome you back to the village hall - and doesn’t it look good - after all those 
dreadful Zoom meetings.  I am going to keep this brief but very quickly as we have you trapped, I’ll just run through 
a few of the things we’ve achieved this year and talk you through our plans for the future.  And then please feel free 
to ask any questions. Then we will hear from team HS2 and again, they will be taking questions at the end of their 
presentation too. 
 

So here’s what we’ve been doing, apart from attending meetings!  We’ve added bollards to the verges around the 
Green in an attempt to stop people parking and driving on to our ever eroding Green.  This has been successful and 
so we are going to add just a small number more along the top edge to stop those impatient numpties who drive onto 
the Green rather than wait for approaching traffic to pass.  We’ve also installed granite setts along the western edge.  
Again we are hoping this stop the erosion of this side of the Green.   
 
And talking about the Green, we have planted a specimen white double flowered cherry tree, a Prunus Tai Haku in 

celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee alongside the tree planted for Her Majesty’s Silver Jubilee back in 1977.  
We’ve also planted three smaller cherry trees up at the Pocket Park as part of our efforts to tidy that area up.  We’ve 
already started clearing existing green waste and RAF Croughton has kindly offered to come and help us continue to 
get it back to a more manageable state.  After that we will start a programme of improvements, shown in our three 
year plan (appendix one).  
 
Talking about tidying up, a big thank you to those who turned out to help clear the churchyard.  It turned out to be a 

jolly, fun morning and it wasn’t long before we’d created four trailer loads of green waste which another gang turned 
up to help clear away the following weekend.  Thank you everyone who helped.  And hopefully we can make it at the 
very least an annual event.  
 
We had our great picnic on the Green last year, and the parish council helped subsidise that and plans are well 
underway for doing something very similar to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee again on Friday 4th June.  Once again we 
erected a Christmas tree in the middle of the green and have created a new annual event with carols and mulled wine 

around the tree just before the big day.  
 
We’ve also added two new benches to the village, one on the Green and one in School Lane, rebranded the notice 
board, planted snowdrops, installed new signs around the village - including one on Puddleduck to try to retain some 
of the old historic names. 
 
I hope you are all enjoying these improvements and that you agree with our three year plan going forward.  This is 

obviously dependent on funding and how slow the wheels of local government move (snails pace) to allow us to 
achieve some of these actions.  In brief, this includes continuing to improve our environment but also looking at 
larger projects such as the possibility of having electric car charging points in the village and moving and improving 
the bus shelter.  This is all in and amongst some of the less exciting stuff we have to do; we are asked for our 
opinions and input weekly from West Northants Council, we have to look at planning permissions, attend meeting 
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about cycle routes and HS2, chivvy Highways about our roads and more and it all takes up a lot of time and we are 
just volunteers. So we’ve started on some of these projects, and they will take priority but it will take time. If you’d 
like to help in any way either with small jobs around the village, such as watering the boxes or trees, or you have 
knowledge or experience that would be useful, please shout, your help would be very much appreciated.   Now if you 
have any questions you’d like to ask, please do or talk to us at the end over refreshments if you prefer.   
 
To receive a presentation from EKFB/HS2 followed by Q & A session  
Dave Butcher, engagement manager for Eiffage Kier Ferrovial BAM JV (between Twyford and Greatworth), talked us 
through slides shown on the big screen (appendix two) showing progress made to date at the compounds on the 
A422, the Turweston cutting and the installation of the temporary bridge on the A421. 
 
The following questions were asked during the presentation:  
 
Question: Working hours were agreed for Monday to Friday, not weekend work so why has consent for extended 
working hours at the weekend been given?  
Answer: It was agreed in the code of construction schedule that core working hours can be extended.  
‘Core working hours for the construction of the Proposed Scheme will be from 08.00 to 18.00 on weekdays (excluding 
bank holidays) and from 08.00 to 13.00 on Saturdays. People living and working alongside the new railway as it is 
being built can expect the construction works generally to take place within daytime core working hours. However, to 
ensure safe working and to maintain the safe operation of existing roads and railways, as well as enabling the 
shortest possible construction period for tunnelling, night-time, weekend and 24-hour working will also be required.’ 
 
Question: It has been noted that some small pockets of land purchased by HS2 which have not been utilised have 
been taken over by ragwort. How will this be controlled? 
Answer: If you are concerned, please provide evidence (location and photo if possible) and the environmental team 
will look into it.  
 
Question: Does the ‘no HS2 traffic’ sign on Broad Lane apply to all working vehicles, not just HGV’s? 
Answer: Yes, workers have an agreed route and we can track drivers to make sure this is being observed. 
 
Question: When will construction traffic on the A43 reach its peak?  
Answer: It’s difficult to say at the moment due to various constraints. Once internal access roads are complete, we’ll 
have more of an idea. We currently estimate it will be around 1100 movements per day and it is currently nowhere 
near that number yet. We will keep you updated with our latest findings. 
 
Question: Where will the residential compounds be located? 
Answer: The workforce travel plan is currently being looked at. Workers in this area have been using hotels, air B & 
B, rooms to let, etc.  
 
Question: What are the expectations regarding behaviour of the workforce? 
Answer: We have a good relationship with the Police and community liaison team and include a site induction with 
our training, incorporating people into community values. If you have concerns, please let us know. 
 
Question: What education and job opportunities are there? 
Answer: Skills, employment and education is one of our seven strategic objectives. We have visited and presented 
information to local schools and have made positive efforts to promote skills training, recruiting staff (including 
apprenticeships). We have leaflets available in our mobile centre.  
 
The HS2 helpdesk remains operational all day, every day and is your first point of contact should you need advice or 
information from HS2: https://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/ Freephone: 08081 434 434 /  
Email: HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk 
 
Councillor Rebecca Breese advised that an HS2 marshal has been appointed by West Northamptonshire Council and 
will begin work in late May. This is an extremely important role and will help resolve the many issues residents are 
experiencing as a result of the works and ensure we do all we can to mitigate the impact and activities of these 
projects. 
 
You can read Rebecca’s full report (appendix three) on the community website at: 
http://www.evenleypc.org.uk/parish-council/parish-meeting.html 
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Michael Baul, of the Evenley Residents Association (ERA) reported they are hoping to combine Evenley Matters with 
the ERA, taking principles and objectives from both groups to form one group. If you would like to be involved, new 
members are being sought. More details to follow.  
 
Jocelyn asked if she could stand down as flag warden.  The chair thanked her for her help with this over the last few 
years and advised that James Alder had kindly agreed to take on the role.   
 
Sally asked what we are going to do about the erosion of the verges on Church Lane and shouldn’t residents whose 
builders have caused the damage restore them?  
The chair advised that she had spoken to a householder on Church Lane who had promised to restore the grass verge 
outside his house, but the parish council will have to take advice from Northants Highways about what to do outside 
the allotments.  

 
Refreshments were served and members of the public and councillors mingled to discuss various topics.  
 
If you have an issue you would like to be raised at a future meeting, please contact the clerk at 
clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 
 
Close of the meeting 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
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