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Parish Office     Telephone: 01280 423295 

10 Orchard Place    E-mail: clerk@evenleypc.org.uk              
Westbury                Web: www.evenleypc.org.uk                            

Northamptonshire 
NN13 5JT 
 

 

Notes of the virtual annual parish meeting held on  
Monday 26th April 2021 at 7.30 pm via Zoom 

 
Present: cllr Spencer Burnham, Cathy Ellis (chairman), cllr Jean Morgan, cllr Jeff Peyton-Bruhl, cllr Charles Reader, cllr 

Sue Ricketts, Cathy Knott (clerk), cllr John Townsend (SNC), cllr Rebecca Breese (WNC) and five members of the 

public 
 

1) Chairman’s welcome and report 
Well this is our second and hopefully last ever Annual Parish Meeting by Zoom.  Last year, we thought it would be a 

three month affair and here we are twelve months later watching the green shoots of Spring emerge alongside the 
green shoots of freedom!  Those dark days twelve months ago are already fading and so it is easy to forget when a 

trip to the supermarket was a major undertaking and only for the brave.  And so first we must thank all those in our 

community who came to the aid of others, collecting shopping and prescriptions, delivering meals and papers and just 
keeping in touch with residents at a terrifying and lonely time.  Lots of people here in Evenley helped others in many 

ways and continue to do so and for that we are all very grateful. 
 

Despite the constraints of the pandemic Evenley Parish Council still managed to achieve a fair amount, continuing 

with our strategy of maintaining and upgrading key village assets.  Thanks to the HS2 grants we received our bespoke 
sign designed and manufactured by Black Forge Art was installed on the corner of the village green and has been 

much admired.  It stands in the heart of the village, depicting images from around the parish as a reminder to 
residents and visitors of all the good things Evenley has to offer.  

 

We also installed two new kissing gates on footpaths around the parish, which proved timely as our footpaths have 
never been better used than during this pandemic.  Whilst our VE Day plans were cancelled, villagers got into the 

spirit by adorning their houses with bunting and enjoying socially distanced celebrations in the glorious sunshine.  
Evenley was awash with colour that day!  The electricity supply on the Green was however used later in the year.  

With the kind help of a small group of residents, our 12ft Christmas tree with 400 lights was erected in the middle of 
the Green on 1st December.  Lifting the gloom, its glow was central to a joyous cold, dry evening singing carols and 

slurping mulled wine - albeit it a distance - with friends and neighbours as Christmas celebrations took on a greater 

significance this year.   Hopefully this will become an annual event and next year we will be able to gather a bit 
closer!  Again the need for us residents to gather and be grateful for our lot was demonstrated on Remembrance 

Sunday when the Green filled with nearly 200 people, who joined together to commemorate the contribution of our 
servicemen and women.  It was a very moving experience for all.  

 

Back in the Spring, the chicane was installed and whilst there have been some problems for those homes in the 
vicinity, data has shown that it is slowing traffic entering and exiting the village.   Slowing speeding traffic and 

discouraging ‘rat runners’ will continue to be at the top of the parish council’s agenda and we await the results of our 
campaign to reduce the speed limit on Bicester Hill to 40mph.  Flooding continues to be an issue along Broad Lane 

and the council has been lobbying behind the scenes to get this resolved once and for all.  We continue to push 
Highways on this and to repair our roads, refresh white lines and look at the state of Mixbury Lane.  Gains are 

sometimes very small but some updated road markings and new street signs installed on Church Lane, Mixbury Lane 

and Bicester Hill have been achieved this year.  
  

The many visitors to Evenley over lockdown has created several issues, litter being a major one.  In the end we took 
advice from our district council waste expert and removed a bin on the Green on the basis that it would then force 

visitors to take their rubbish home.  However odd this theory may have seemed, thankfully it has worked and the 

level of rubbish is now under control.   
 

Many villagers have used their spare time over lockdown to help around the village, particularly with litter picking - 
some of whom do this on a regular basis.  We’ve also had help washing signs, weedkilling, painting the flower boxes, 

planting snowdrops on Mixbury Lane and strimming footpaths.  Our thanks go to all of you who help to keep this 

village tidy for us all to enjoy.  
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The erosion of the verges and the village green has also been escalated by the many visitors and of course by 
building work.  The installation of ‘no parking signs’ (though the number of visitors with reading issues never ceases 

to amaze me!) and bollards around the Green is already starting to show benefits and in consultation with residents, 
we will continue with this programme next year.  As a council we have now asked the planning authority when 

granting permission, to ensure residents repair (often unavoidable) damage to verges etc once building works has 

been completed and so far builders are helping with this.  
 

During lockdown we’ve tried hard to communicate as widely as possible, offering help and support where needed and 
keeping everyone informed.  This also proved very successful with some planning issues which saw many residents 

working together with the parish council in difficult circumstances.  Our website is a mine of information and has now 
been cleaned up and simplified, and a system is now in place to ensure it is refreshed regularly and is easier to 

navigate.   

 
Mike Baul left the council earlier in the year and we thank him for all his work and in particular his attention to detail.  

And thanks also to the remaining team of parish councillors, who bring different skills and experience together and all 
work hard to keep Evenley special under the watchful eye of our clerk Cathy Knott.  This year has been tough and 

Cathy has played an enormous part behind the scenes to help many villagers struggle through.  Thank you Cathy.   

 
Looking to the future, our focus will be to protect the Green from further erosion and to reduce traffic through the 

village and speeding throughout the parish, and to constantly look at ways of maintaining, upgrading and improving 
facilities here in Evenley.  But we will also be looking at ways of encouraging, supporting and if necessary leading on 

ways to help bring the community back together after such a difficult year.   
 

Holding parish council meetings via Zoom has not been easy for any of us but we’ve kept going and come through 

the other side and I look forward to working with this team and residents once more in hopefully easier 
circumstances.   

 
Cathy Ellis 

 

2) Apologies  
All present.  

 
3) To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2020. 

      The minutes were agreed and virtually signed.  

 
4) To receive councillor John Townsend’s final report for South Northamptonshire Council  

On April 1st South Northamptonshire District Council, after 47 years ceased to exist. The role of local government 
across Northamptonshire has been reorganised and as from that date Local Government for us will be the 

responsibility of one Authority, West Northamptonshire Council. This Unitary authority will replace the County Council 
and the two District Councils, South Northants, Daventry and the town of Northampton. It will be a very big 

organisation responsible for all Local Government Services.  Council representation will also change. Wards will now 

be very much larger – in our case we become part of the Middleton Cheney Ward which consists of Middleton and 8 
surrounding villages who will elect 3 councillors on May 6th.   

I will not be seeking re-election. It has been my privilege to represent you for the last 34 years, and I thank you for 
your support over those years There has been much change in that time, but I feel that South Northants has handled 

that change successfully. Particularly in planning in which I have been much involved, we have seen the population of 

our district grow from 65,000 in 1974 to 95,000 today. That is a huge percentage increase but I feel that we have 
maintained the essential rural character of the district.  It will be important as we move forward to balance the very 

real social problems in Northampton with the needs and priorities of the wider rural area of West Northamptonshire. 
I thank you for your support. 

 
The chairman congratulated John for 34 years of public service and thanked him for the support he has given us over 

the years. John advised a book has been recently published on the history of South Northamptonshire recording 

issues that faced the district and information on the council from 1974 to 2021. Copies are available at £12 from the 
Old Hall Bookshop in Brackley. 
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5) To receive an update from councillor Rebecca Breese, West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) 

 
Cllr Breese thanked cllr Townsend for his tireless service over the years adding that this area is relatively untouched 

by planning thanks to him, and as a rural division we need to remain so with any extra building retained.  
 

The culture of the authority should continue and we are lucky in that WNC has appointed some good officers from 

South Northants Council (SNC); up to nine senior roles have gone to previous SNC officers.  
 

Some great work has taken place over the year enabling WNC to start with a good pot of reserves in place and every 
area of spending has been looked at very seriously. Cllr Breese said she regrets councillors didn’t focus enough on 

Highways which has been really lacking over the last few years, but this will be rectified; tender is out which will take 
approximately one year before a successful contract is announced.  

 

Councillor Breese’s full report can be viewed as a separate document on the community website. 
 

6) Open forum for questions 
A resident asked about the misunderstanding over the precept; the chairman explained what how this had happened. 

A resident thanked the chairman for her reflective report and the whole council for the work they have carried out 

over the last year during challenging times.  
 

The chairman thanked all those who sent in their reports which will be circulated via village email and available on the 
community website at: http://www.evenleypc.org.uk/parish-council/parish-meeting.html 

 
The meeting closed at 8.00 pm. 
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