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Parish Office     Telephone: 01280 423295 
10 Orchard Place    E-mail: clerk@evenleypc.org.uk              
Westbury                Web: www.evenleypc.org.uk                            
Northamptonshire 
NN13 5JT 
 

 

Notes of the Annual Parish Meeting held virtually on Monday 27th 
April 2020 at 3.00 pm via Zoom 

 
Present: cllr Spencer Burnham, Cathy Ellis (chairman), cllr Jean Morgan, cllr Jeff Peyton-Bruhl, cllr Sue Ricketts  
and Cathy Knott (clerk) along with Carlyl Billingham, MBE and three members of the public. 

 
1) Chairman’s welcome and report 

 
Well this is a first, Evenley Parish Council’s (EPC) annual parish meeting held on Zoom, an app most of us had not 
heard of six weeks ago but today an essential tool to help us communicate in these weird times. 
 
Covid-19 aside, EPC has had a good year continuing with our strategy of constantly improving our key assets. This 

year our benches on the village Green were all renovated and refitted with new oak seats and back so will hopefully 
be enjoyed and used for many more years. A new bin has been installed on the Green and the old one will be moved 
to the edge of the Green once lockdown is over. Yet more bulbs were planted and whilst our village tidy up was 
cancelled for safety reasons, before lockdown, many villagers kindly went out on their own to litter pick, paint the 
flower boxes, dead head daffodils and wash signs. Thank you everyone.  The allotments are looking good too with all 
plots fully occupied and productive and for the first time in years, we even have a waiting list. 
 

And whilst sadly our VE Day celebrations have had to be cancelled, the electricity supply has been installed and a 
heritage-look stone box built to house it. Hopefully we will get an opportunity to use the supply later this year. And 
whilst we can’t gather to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day together, we hope that residents will decorate the 
fronts of their homes to celebrate this special day. 
 
Northamptonshire Police, Fire & Crime Road Safety Community Fund kindly gave us a grant to buy a solar panel to 
power the vehicle activated sign (VAS) on Broad Lane and to buy a second VAS for Bicester Hill. Construction of the 

Broad Lane chicane, funded by the HS2 road safety fund, was due to start in April, but with the current COVID-19 
crisis has been delayed.  This and the signs and the good work of the Speed Watch team will help us continue to 
encourage drivers to observe the speed limit and drive safely through the heart of Evenley. 
 
The other major grant we received this year was from HS2’s Community Environmental Fund. EPC received almost 
£20,592 for various items including a roller for the cricket club, a pair of strong new goals for the village green, a new 
village sign (currently under construction), various works to the village hall, including a new boiler and two new gates 

for footpaths around the parish. 
 
All these grants mean we can keep the precept on an even keel whilst greatly improving village assets. 
 
We entered the best village competition this year, now called Northamptonshire Village Awards, but yet again judging 
has been postponed until later in the year. 
 

Several of us have continued to attend regular HS2 engagement meetings and met with Highways England and 
continue to have dialogue with both organisations.  In March, Jeff and I met with Andrea Leadsom MP here in Evenley 
to continue to press home our concerns about traffic levels on the A43 and A421, drivers using Evenley as a cut 
through to avoid hold ups during HS2 construction and the continued safety problem – though not at present (!) – of 
accessing the A43 via Evenley roundabout.  And in and amongst all this planning issues, dog poo levels, road 
diversions and dangerous drivers speeding through the village kept us busy. 
 

The May elections have been cancelled so parishioners you are stuck with us lot for a bit longer – until next year – 
but if you are interested in joining, please let us know. 
 
Finally, this is a team operation, helped by many of you who are happy to help in all sorts of ways – putting up the 
flags, checking the grit bins, strimming the footpaths for example, but don’t wish to join the council. Thank you to you 

mailto:clerk@evenleypc.org.uk
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all for your continued support. Thank you too to our brilliant clerk Cathy Knott who continues to work tirelessly on 
behalf of this parish. Never has this been more true than in this strange situation. And of course thanks to my fellow 
councillors who bring a wide range of skills, opinions and experience to the parish council and give their time so 
generously. 
 
Keep safe everyone and I look forward to celebrating ‘freedom’ with you all very soon. 
 
Cathy Ellis 
Chairman, Evenley Parish Council 
 

2) Apologies  
Apologies were accepted from Mike Baul (MB) and Charles Reader (CR). 

 
3) To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 15.04.2019 
      The minutes were agreed and virtually signed.  
 
4) Reports were received from the following:  
  

County Council Report - Rebecca Breese 
 
I first wrote a County Council report some weeks ago before I was due to head to New Zealand for a series of 
significant family birthdays.  Due to leave on the 12th March I put off and put off buying a ticket because of the news 
coming out of China.  I didn’t go and now my report is torn up and I’m starting again. 
 
My previous missive was about the work that has gone on in the County to bring costs to heel, balance a difficult 
budget and drastically improve services, as well as the changes in Local Government in Northamptonshire.  As I look 
back, the budget for the last year has seen reductions in spending vs revenue.   
 

 
 
The financial year was in balance, the budget for this next year is in balance, significant service improvement was 
seen in the performance in Children’s Services and Adult Social Care and work was beginning on the improvement 
required on still underperforming services.  Of particular note was the dramatic increase in the number of interim (or 
agency staff particularly social workers) staff being transitioned to full employees of the council.  The cost saving is 
estimated at £25,000 per employee. 
 
I have decided to give just that brief overview of what was achieved in the last year.  Although significant progress on 
the County Council financial position and performance in delivering key services was achieved, so much 
unprecedented change, particularly on the domestic and global economic front has made the recent past seem very 
distant. Therefore, I will focus on the structure of local government in Northamptonshire over the next year.   
 
While all that day to day work was going on the effort going in to what we refer to as LGR (Local Government 
Reform), representing for the public the dissolution of the existing District and Borough Councils, the County Council 
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and the creation of a new West Northamptonshire Council, consuming many hours of officer and councillor time.  As 
Portfolio Holder for LGR in South Northamptonshire many hours each week were occupied with officers preparing for 
the creation of the Shadow Council after the elections in May 2020 and then the new Council in May next year.   
 
After much delay, at the end of February, the Statutory Instrument (SI) that set out the structure of the new 
Authority was laid before parliament, nearly a year later than expected.  Within days that SI became largely 
redundant when the government cancelled the May local elections and the country headed towards lockdown.   
Since then we have been drip fed information about  what the Government intended to do and it was only on Friday, 
17th April that clarity was achieved and new legislation was laid before parliament which confirmed that all Councillors 
from South Northants, Daventry, Northants Borough and the County Council will now make 134 Shadow Councillors 
with the Leader of South Northants Council  as the new Leader of the Shadow Council (by virtue of being Deputy 
Chair of the Leaders Oversight Board (LOB)– a committee preparing the existing Councils for Unitary (the Chair of the 
LOB being a Councillor from the North)),  a position he will hold until a new Leader is elected after the Local 
Government elections next year.   
 
As expected, all existing services will continue to be delivered by the SNC and the County Council until vesting day on 
the 1st April 2021 with the exception of Children’s Services.  This service is being transferred into a Children’s Trust 
ostensibly on the 1st of July this year, but in tune with the times, that now looks in doubt because of the sudden early 
departure of the interim chief executive to Tower Hamlets and the difficulty in a new search…… 
 
The Shadow Authority’s role over the coming 11 months will be to recruit a permanent Chief Executive and Senior 
Management Team, make decisions on major areas of policy that need to be harmonised on vesting day and prepare 
a budget.  There will also be other ad hoc technical decisions to be made but not the delivery of services.  Shadow 
Councillors will not be paid any allowances for this role.   
 
And so, with all of the above, NCC, as are all councils, having to step into the unknown of SARs-Covid-19.   The local 
response is being led by the Northamptonshire Strategic Coordination Group (NSCG) which comprises senior 
executives from NCC, other local government, NHS, Military, and the Police and Fire Service.  They receive all the 
latest national and local briefings, respond as appropriate and cascade information down to Local Resilience Forums, 
voluntary groups etc.  In order to support the Northamptonshire Response, some NCC services have had to be 
stepped down (for example Tourism support) and staff redeployed elsewhere to provide critical support.  NCC is 
overseeing the local volunteers supporting self-isolating, vulnerable and shielded citizens and those wishing to 
volunteer or needing help can access the system via NCC’s webpage: 
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/Pages/default.aspx 
or by calling 0300 120 1000, then option 5. 
 
This of course is placing another unprecedented strain on local government, and the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) have just announced a further £1.6 billion of support for Local 
Government across the UK.   
 
I could keep writing another 10,000 words on LGR and the impact of Covid-19, but I have decided just to keep it to 
the above.  Of course, any residents reading this, if they want more information can ask but I think this is long 
enough.   
 
And so, to end on a good note:  In August 2018 I persuaded SNC to use some of its reserves to kick start technical 
preparation work for the much wanted A422 Farthinghoe Bypass.  This has gained a life of its own and last month, 
NCC agreed to commit a further £1.4m to complete the detailed technical preparation, after which there will be an 
‘oven ready’ plan to submit for infrastructure funding from appropriate sources.  There is now an awareness of the 
importance of the bypass in central government and I am almost optimistic…. 
 
Kind regards to everyone and if you persevered to the end – you must have a keen interest in local government, or 
time on your hands! 
 
Rebecca Breese 
19.4.2020 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/Pages/default.aspx
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Report from John Townsend – South Northamptonshire District Councillor 
 
I very often recall the words of Prime Minister Harold Macmillan who, when asked what drove the life of a Prime 
Minister replied “Events, dear boy, events.” Who could have forecast only last Christmas that come March, most of 
the world would be in lockdown.  Most businesses, restaurants and pubs, shops, except for food and medicine, 
churches closed and all sporting events including the Grand National and Wimbledon cancelled. All because of a virus 
called Corona. Certainly there has been nothing like it in our lifetime and it sets us all some real challenges.   
 
One pleasing aspect of this grim time is the way that it has bought village communities together to help each other. 
There will be many lessons to learn from the events we are all living through. One of the better lessons is the 
importance of our neighbours and the local village, and how all need to learn to help each other. 
 
As far as local government arrangements for Northamptonshire go these can only be called fluid.  There will not now 
be any local elections until May 2021. I believe the intention is for a new Shadow Authority for West 
Northamptonshire will be set up from existing members of the 4 authorities.  The present leaders and Deputy Leaders 
of Northampton County Council, Northampton Borough Council, Daventry and South Northamptonshire District 
Councils will be charged with preparing the new authority who will come into full operation after Elections in May 
2021. The everyday operations of the existing Councils will continue running the business of their respective 
authorities until then. Not exactly an ideal time for such major changes! 
 
In the meantime, work to support the Community carries on, and I would like to pay tribute to the staff at South 
Northants who are having to cope with a mass of edicts from Central Government on the Corona Virus issue. In 
particular we need to be so grateful to the hard work of our Refuse Collectors. Without them we would all be in an 
even more challenging situation than we already are. 
 
John Townsend 
Member for the Littlebrook Ward of South Northamptonshire 
Aynho, Evenley, Croughton 
April 4th 2020 
 
 
Caryl Billingham MBE, Chairman of Brackley Community Hospital 2020 Trust  
 
As the season of Annual Parish Meetings was approaching, I have to admit that I was very much looking forward to 
visiting so many of our local villages whose residents are patients of one of the two Brackley GP surgeries.  I had 
intended to show the plans for the new Community Hospital and update you on the progress with fund-raising 
towards those items which are “over and above” standard NHS issue but which will help to make anybody’s time, 
however short or however long, in the new building an even nicer experience than it might otherwise be. 
 
The building was scheduled to be finished by the end of May with fitting out anticipated to take some four to six 
weeks after that.  Although some work on a limited scale continues at the site, this is dependent on the type of work.  
If a workman can operate alone or whilst maintaining the necessary social distancing, then the work can proceed – if 
not, well, you know the answer. 
 
All fund-raising activity has necessarily come to a halt and events are being mothballed to be resurrected, with plans 
to be finalised, once “normal service is resumed”. 
 
So, to update you on the building itself, the Northamptonshire Healthcare Foundation Trust (better known as the 
“NHS”) will be renting space for consulting rooms for visiting specialists; this will save many local residents trekking 
into Oxford and Northampton with their accompanying difficulties of heavy traffic and parking.  There will also be a 
physiotherapy unit, podiatry, occupational health, some rooms to be used for wellbeing pursuits and health charities, 
and there will be a café on the ground floor.  The second floor will be home to 16 intermediate care beds: these will 
be essentially “step-down” beds.  I see these being used quite often if a patient is well enough to be moved from the 
acute care of one of our larger hospitals but not yet well or able enough to be discharged back to their home.  They 
can also be used for a step-up purpose: building somebody up prior to major surgery, for example.  Additionally, they 
will provide a facility for respite care and for end-of-life palliative care.  There will be a family room for visitors to stay 
if appropriate, and there will be a kitchen and dining-room – all meals will be freshly cooked, a legacy from the old 
Cottage Hospital which the NHS was determined to continue.  There will be a pharmacy on site. 
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The Brackley Medical Centre (formerly Washington House Surgery and Brackley Health Centre) will be moving, lock, 
stock and barrel, into the new building.  They will have consulting rooms and reception on the ground floor with some 
administrative functions in rooms on the first floor.  Their walk-in clinic facility will continue on this site.  Springfield 
Surgery is remaining at its premises just off Pavillons Way: there are some negotiations ongoing as to whether the 
walk-in facility may have extended hours at which point it would become available to all patients of both practices 
(Springfield has its own system while the building is open). 
 
But, rest assured, every NHS facility within the building will be there for any patient of either GP practice – and may 
even attract more from, for instance, Silverstone and Greens Norton. 
 
Onto the money side, some of the things that we are seeking to contribute towards are: 
 

• A digital state-of-the-art X-ray machine which will give better and faster results, but at a very high cost.  This 
is estimated to cost £165,000 and is our initial target.  The NHS will put in an x-ray machine but their funding 
would allow only a rudimentary model which would ‘do the job’ – eventually.  Public fundraising can ensure 
something better for all our local residents. 

• An ultra-sound scanner at a cost of approximately £40,000.  Again, this would save the journeys to other 
hospitals and free up facilities which are going to be seeing increased demand as the housebuilding 
programmes continue and all our towns grow ever larger. 

• Ideally, on the basis that many of the patients will be elderly, relatively infirm and not overly mobile, the NHS 

would like special, electrically-operated, rise-and-fall, recliner armchairs.  These have a great therapeutic 
benefit alongside the psychological benefit of being out of the bed for long periods of the day.  They do not, 
however, come cheap and cost around £2,500 each once the full specification has been taken into account.  
One for each room and that’s another £40,000 on our list. 

• It would be good to have a few, more basic, recliner chairs which could be moved from room to room and 
would enable a family member or friend to stay overnight with a patient who was near end of life.  It is 
envisaged that these would cost about £1,000 each and that four would be adequate.  Peanuts really, in 
comparison, but another £4,000 nonetheless. 

• Finally, we would like to see a television set in each of the 16 rooms.  These will not only offer entertainment 
for the patients but would be Smart TVs so they would have Skype and Facetime facilities enabling families to 
keep in touch with their loved ones, even if they are unable to travel to and from the hospital.  The 
anticipated cost of one of these sets is £500; it is higher than you would have expected because there is a 
desire to make them compatible with the NHS Pathway which would ensure confidential discussions to take 
place remotely between consultant, patient and family.  We are therefore looking at £8,000 here. It is 
important to add that these TV sets will be free to view.   

 
It all stacks up quite alarmingly, but we are doing well so far.  We have a thermometer on our website and the figure 
raised to date as at 10 April is £122,357, so we are three-quarters of the way towards our initial target.  This has 
been boosted by some excellent fund-raising events and some very generous personal donations, but principally by a 
pledge of £95,000 from the Brackley Hospital Trust: this is the charity that was set up in 1991 to run the old Cottage 
Hospital and it was agreed that their residual funds, after closure, would in due course be used towards equipment 
for the new Community Hospital. 
 
I had planned a ‘sales pitch’ for the Annual Parish Meetings.  I appreciate that the sums mentioned above can seem 
quite overwhelming and totally out of reach, especially for a relatively small village.  They are difficult to get your 
head round even in Brackley, which now has a population approaching 17,000.  However, I was hoping to reduce it 
into bite-sized chunks and I was going to ask each village whether they would consider organising one community 
event within the village with a specific target of raising £500 towards the new hospital.  If 16 villages were able to do 
that, that would purchase all the TV sets in one fell swoop, and I know that several villages already had plans which 
have had to be put on hold. 
 
I would therefore ask if you could consider taking on this challenge once we are all up and running again and help to 
make the new Brackley Community Hospital a facility in which we can all take pride, from which we can all benefit 
and in which we all have a sense of ownership. 
 
The Brackley Community Hospital 2020 Trust is a charity that was set up specially to manage the publicly raised 
funds.  Trustees will be happy to support your fund-raising events in whatever way they can – even if we are only 
required to offer a presence and answer any questions that may arise. 
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Your support is greatly appreciated, and I am happy to hear from any of you at any time. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Caryl Billingham MBE 
Chairman, Brackley Community Hospital 2020 Trust (registered number 1185445) 
7 Bridgewater Rise, Brackley, NN13 6DA 
caryl@billingham-brackley.com 
Please see the separate power point presentation. 
 
Forge Coffee 
 
All the team at Forge Coffee would like to take this opportunity to thank the residents of Evenley for the support 
we’ve received since opening in August. We’re pleased to have reinstated the Post Office at the beginning of March, 
which was the culmination of many months of work ever since we took on the tenancy last summer. The timing of the 
coronavirus-induced lockdown is deeply unfortunate, forcing us to temporarily close the doors just weeks after this 
notable milestone was achieved. Nonetheless, despite the unprecedented challenge we and indeed businesses up and 
down the country are now facing, Forge Coffee is fully committed to Evenley and determined to build on the platform 
established to make the shop a source of pride for the whole community as soon as circumstances allow.  
 
In the interim, we’ve been heartened by how popular the food ordering service we established has proven and we’re 
proud to be able to help out in this small way during these difficult times.  
 
We look forward to once again serving you the best coffee in the county while playing host to the finest artists in the 
local area as well as acting as a cultural and social hub for the community with events ranging from Wine and Cheese 
evenings through to Crafternoons as well as hosting pop-up workshops and meetings. 
 
Stay safe and well and do please let us know if we can be of assistance to anyone in the area.  
 
Rupert Rowling 
info@forgecoffee.co.uk 
 
Evenley Fete report 
 
Firstly, I hope that you are all keeping safe, healthy and sane!  This is certainly a difficult and quite frankly a scary 
time that we are living in right now.   
For my sins I have offered to take over coordinating this year’s village fete, from the capable ladies who have been 
doing this for a few years now. Thinking positively, the fete will take place on Saturday 29th August on the Green.  Of 
course, we are in the lap of the Gods at the moment, but fingers crossed! 
 
Although I have a few ideas for added attractions, I envisage it as retaining a very British traditional village fete 
format.  I am hoping to include some “vintage” games and challenges, low key competitions for all and of course a 
wonderful tea tent, courtesy of the W.I.  Once again the Landlords of the Red Lion have agreed to serve up the 
burgers and there will be the ever popular silent auction. 
 
I am hoping to add a “village farm”, where children can have a “hands on experience” and expand on the vintage car 
display.  Of course if any of you have any suggestions as to how the fete could be improved, I am all ears! 
 
Whilst I have had many offers of help from so many residents who have been involved in the past, more hands on 
deck would certainly be appreciated.   Specifically, if there is a family (or two!) out there, who would consider running 
the children’s attractions and games please get in touch with me!  Likewise, if anyone is able to spare a few hours 
either on the evening before, morning of or during the afternoon and later dismantling, I would love to hear from 
you!                       
 
Fingers crossed that we are out of lockdown by then and we can all celebrate in style! 
 
Sue Ricketts  
 
 
 

mailto:info@forgecoffee.co.uk
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St. George’s Church 2019-20 
 
It has been over a year now since the Reverend Susan Cooper was inducted. I think I speak for the majority of the 
congregation in saying that her appointment has been a great success, we would describe her as being Loving, 
Compassionate and Observant and we look forward to the future with optimism. 
I must also pay tribute to Carrie our Lay Preacher who continues to be a great support and friend to the church 
congregation and beyond. 
I mentioned in my report last year that our contribution to the Diocese was £16.500 after an annual increase; 
however, the Benefice have managed to negotiate a no increase to the amount this year. The money for this payment 
is raised by congregation donations and fund raising; it is fair to say that, with the church being closed due to the 
Corona virus and the opportunities for fund raising seemingly non- existent will present problems.  
Unfortunately, we have had 3 of our 4 weddings planned for this cancelled due to the current situation. 
 

Fund raising for 2019 
• Easter coffee event £150 for Crisis Skylight. 

• Cream Teas £260 divided between Sense, Puzzle and the church. 

• Mulled wine £145 for Centre Point. 

The above events were hosted and arranged by Jane. 
The Harvest lunch raised £270 for Faithworks. 

The Remembrance Service raised £276 Combat Stress. 
The Carol singing raised £363 for Crisis Skylight. 
The Fete raised £1.550 for the church. 
Teas and the Flower Festival raised £400 for the church. 
 
In addition to this The Mothering Sunday service supported Northants Baby Basics. The Toy Service supported 
Homestart. 

 
The re- plastering of the porch and the west wall have been completed at cost. We are currently repairing and 
rehanging the Church gates at a cost of £600 which we are hoping for a donation from Evenley Matters. 
Forthcoming Events 
Due to the current situation it is impossible to be definite about dates. However, we have pencilled in the date for our 
Church Fete for Saturday 18th July and hopefully the world may be virus free by then. 
Finally, we would like to add that the Church relies on the generous support of the village as well as the church 

congregation and give our sincere appreciation for this. 
 
Paula Jermy 
 
 
Evenley Gardening Society 
 
For all those not familiar with the background of Evenley Gardening Society I would like to fill you in with a few 
details.  The society (which is affiliated to the RHS), was formed over thirty years ago and is the second longest 
serving club of Evenley. (I believe the cricket club is the longest). 
 
The majority of members are Evenley residents, however our full membership extends to encompass Brackley and the 
villages of, Mixbury, Charlton, Croughton, Turweston, Weedon Lois, Weston, Whitfield and further. 
 
We offer monthly meetings, with professional speakers talking to us on a myriad of topics.  Our society obviously has 
a gardening bias and with like minded pleasant members, always provides for very enjoyable meetings. 
 
Our annual membership doesn’t cost a great deal - £5 per household and £2.5 for a single occupancy.  
 
We hold a plant sale every year with free entry – aiming to provide quality plants, herbs, perennials and shrubs at 
keen prices from local independent nurseries. This is also open to non members. This year it was being held on 16th 
May from 10.00 – 12 noon, here in our village hall, however, as with most events it has been cancelled. 
 
We offer at least one outing each year with coach pick up points both in Brackley and Evenley. In 2019 we took a 
party to the Miserden Gardens near Stroud and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day; the gardens are, indeed, an 
inspiration to gardeners and garden lovers. 
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This year we were to visit RHS Wisley, at Woking (that was before the lockdown so the outing is now cancelled).  As 
our society is affiliated to the RHS we would have enjoyed enjoy free entry for our members which makes the visit 
even more appealing. 
 
We had an excellent planned programme of speakers and events for this year, having already been entertained by 
Timothy Walker and Andrew Mikolajski and look forward to an excellent programme of speakers for the coming 
months, but sadly all our meetings were cancelled from March through to September.  We are already finalising our 
2021 programme because good speakers always seem to get booked up pretty quickly. 
 
Our monthly meetings are held in Evenley village hall at 8.00pm, usually on the third Tuesday of the month (except 
for June/July/August when we have a break), and the year ends with a Christmas party (free to members).  
 
If anyone is interested in joining the society, please let me know.  Contact details are on the EGS page of the parish 
website. 
 
Joyce Stevens, Chair 
(01280) 702861 
tonyjoycestevens@ebrackley.com 
     
Village Hall Report 
 
As long-standing residents of Evenley will know, but perhaps newer residents to the village may not, the village hall 
was purchased by the Parish Council on behalf of residents of Evenley in 1963. The Parish Council remain the 
custodial trustees, but the village hall is managed by the village hall management committee made up of elected and 
nominated trustee, all of whom are volunteers. Anyone interested in becoming a trustee of Evenley village hall should 
contact the Chairman, Eric Millard by email (greendotday@hotmail.co.uk).  
 
We are mid-way through a five-year plan, which covers the period November 2016 to 2021. A progress report was 
produced in December 2019 which can be read on the new village hall web site (www.evenleyvillagehall.info). In 
summary, the village hall has been extensively refurbished, facilities upgraded and major works carried out, such as a 
new heating system. 
 
The village hall is funded primarily by the proceeds raised from hiring the hall and income from the village hall club. 
Anyone interested in becoming a member of the village hall club and participating in the monthly draw can do so by 
contacting Kim Golding by email (kim07.golding@gmail.com). Numbers cost £12 per annum. Major projects have 
been funded by grants and donations, the most recent of which was a contribution received from HS2. 
 
Trustees of the village hall thank all hall users for their support and their positive feedback. 
 
Eric Millard 
 
Evenley Residents Association (ERA) and Evenley Matters report 
 
ERA is pleased that the Facebook page set up in 2015 has been so useful in the last few weeks to allow people to 
communicate and support each other during this difficult time. We now have over 300 members including our local 
MP who are keeping residents up to date with food services, offers of support and what’s going on generally. It’s 
great to see our residents pull together and support each other. 
 
Fingers crossed the Fete team, led by Sue Ricketts this year, will be arranging the village fete and dog show. This 
year it is booked for Saturday 29th August from 12 noon. All the usual events and activities will be organised with a 
few additions form the farming community hopefully this year. Every year the fete team only succeed because of the 
volunteering efforts of many people around the Parish, whether helping to put up the gazebo and marquees or 
helping to run a stall, or providing wine for the tombola.  
 
Every effort big or small is appreciated and once again we put out the call to get in touch with Sue (contact details on 
the Evenley website) if you are interested. If you are new to the village this year, then just get involved; it is a great 
way to meet people in the village. 
 
The very small Committee of the ERA, continues with very few meetings. Anyone who would like to help, please 
contact David at david561connolly@btinternet.com 

mailto:tonyjoycestevens@ebrackley.com
mailto:greendotday@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:david561connolly@btinternet.com
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Evenley Matters is our separate group that meets occasionally to review and allocate monies to claims for project 
financial support. 
 
The income for this group comes from the profits generated form the village fete. The team reviews all claims for 
funding received within the period and allocates funds to projects that are beneficial to the local parish, visible to our 
community or to benefit people in need and around our community. 
 
Since its inception in 2013, Evenley Matters has allocated over £27,500.00. 
 
In addition, there are annual donations. This year over £500 to Evenley Village Hall, the Parish Church, and the Parish 
Council for their use on improving footpaths and other projects. 
 
This year we have again sponsored the village children’s Christmas party, which is always very well supported and 
loved by children and parents alike. 
 
Let us all hope and pray that we are able to hold the Fete again this year.  
 
Evenley Neighbourhood Watch  
 
I continue to receive reports and alerts from Northamptonshire Police and Neighbourhood Watch Northamptonshire, 
and nationally. These after sorting are sent to over 40 contacts in the local area. 
We are fortunate that reported crime in Evenley is very small, however we must remain vigilant, and please keep an 
eye on your neighbours.  
 
Please use the online reporting system with Northamptonshire Police, if you are able, to keep the 101 number free, 
but obviously use 999 in an emergency or if you see a crime being committed. 
If any one wishes to receive these alerts please contact me at  david561connolly@btintetnet.com 
 
DAVID CONNOLLY 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 
 
Speed Watch 
 
The Evenley community speedwatch team supported two sessions during 2019 in May and September.  The traffic 
survey report, which is generated ahead of the sessions showed that 30% of motorists were either travelling at or 
above 35 mph, which is the criteria which the team use to record and report speeding motorists to the police.  The 
highest reported speed coming into the village during the September session was 58 mph.  One motorist was 
reported to the police due to abusive behaviour towards speedwatch team members. 
 
The next scheduled session is planned for August/September 2020 but Northants Police have informed us that all 
speedwatch sessions are suspended until further notice due to Copvid-19. 
 
Zelda Carr 
 
Evenley Cricket Club 
RESUME OF THE 2019 SEASON 
 
2019 proved to be a strong and progressive year for the club. On the pitch, the first XI were crowned champions of 
Division 1 and promoted to the Premier League whilst the 2nd XI although relegated from Division 3 made good 
progress with the development of an emerging youthful team. The issue of player availability from the previous year 
quickly became a ‘thing of the past’ with both new captains enjoying selection from a much larger pool of players, 
thanks to a strong recruitment drive from both new captains providing several new players. Ben Patterson and Callum 
Jones as the two new captains have both injected an energy and enthusiasm into the club that has had a big impact 
on other players and the rest of the club and their efforts are appreciated and admired. Off the pitch, the club 
continued to receive the support of residents and sponsors.  
 
The popular golf society weekend returned, supported by a successful quiz night, Burns evening and the round table 
Christmas float around the village, all of which generated healthy funds for the club to continue to flourish and invest 
in the club’s future. The youth section continued with the ECB initiative, ‘All Stars’ cricket, in its third season and 
proving as popular as ever. Richard Darby & his team have excelled in the consistent growth of this section of the 
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club supported by the professional coaching skills of Irish international, Niall O’Brien, for a 7th season; the cost of 
which could not be met without the support of our sponsors and VPs. The presentation evening was another fun night 
held courtesy of sponsors, the Red Lion, with food, drink and lots of banter! Ben Patterson was the worthy winner of 
the clubman trophy for his outstanding contribution on and off the pitch and his relentless ‘can do’ attitude; a fine 
example to us all.  
 
Kim Golding 
 
WI report  
 
EVENLEY WI has had a very successful year; since re-forming in January 2019 we have enjoyed a full programme of 
speakers and fundraising.  The group is run by a dedicated committee on behalf of the members. 
 
We began the year with 47 members; our speaker in March 2019 was Jacky Alder who showed us how to ‘Look Good 
and Feel Great’ by wearing the right shades for our individual colouring.  We have heard about healthy eating and 
sampled cheese and wine; we’ve had talks on tracing your family tree and life in the theatre both onstage and behind 
the scenes.  We learnt creative gift wrapping and made Christmas decorations. This year we’ve heard about Carrie’s 
walk to Santiago de Compostela and learnt about decluttering.  Our speaker in March 2020 was Chris Fletcher from 
the Bodleian Library who showed us highlights from an amazing collection including a book made from American 
processed cheese.  Fundraising efforts included several raffles, an accessories boutique, the Brackley beer Festival 
and selling cakes at the Village Fete. 
 
During the coming months our subjects will range from medical detection dogs to curry.  We’ve also started some 
special interest groups for theatre and cinemas trips, walks and craft activities, and are intending to take part in 
fundraising for the Associated Country Women of the World.  We’re looking at donating some funds to local charities. 
The WI also cares about issues affecting our daily lives , and each year our members vote on resolutions which go on 
to become major campaigns. 
 
Evenley WI are very proud to be part of our village community, creating a space in the month where ladies can meet, 
learn and socialise and are very happy to welcome new members and visitors to our meetings which take place on the 
first Monday of the month. 
 
Alison Kendall 
President  
Evenley WI 
 
 
Snow Warden Report 2019/20 
 
The weather being kind to us this winter means there is not a lot to report, the bins where topped up in October and 
have subsequently been monitored throughout the winter, all bins are in good repair. 
 
Kim Golding 
Snow Warden 
 
Financial statement 
 
Please see separate report.  
 

5) Open forum for questions 
A member of the public asked when Barnowl farm shop would be opening.  
Chairman CE responded that Andy and Charles Reader were working flat out to try and get it up and running as soon 
as possible. As soon as we have more information, we’ll send something out to the village. 
 
 
Chairman Cathy Ellis thanked all those who gave reports and to everyone for joining the virtual meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 3.20 pm. 
 
Signed: Cathy Ellis                                     Dated: 26.04.2021  


