
 

 

Parish Office     Telephone: 01280 423295 
10 Orchard Place    E-mail: clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 
Westbury                  Web: www.evenleypc.org.uk                            
Northamptonshire 
NN13 5JT 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the parish council held on  
Monday 29th November 2021 at 7.30 pm at Evenley Village Hall  

 
Present: cllr Spencer Burnham (SB), cllr Paul Crompton (PC), chairman Cathy Ellis (CE), cllr Jean Morgan (JM), cllr 

Charles Reader (CR), Cathy Knott (CK) clerk and two members of the public.  
 

161/21 To receive apologies for absence and welcome.  
Apologies received and accepted from cllr Jeff Peyton-Bruhl (JPB) and cllr Sue Ricketts (SR). The chairman welcomed 

everyone to the meeting and thanked Chris and Richard for joining us on behalf of Evenley Cricket Club.   

 
162/21 Open forum to receive a proposal from Evenley Cricket Club to increase the length of the 

artificial wicket  
Chris Scott and Richard Darby presented their proposal to increase the length of the artificial wicket by 12.5m to 

eliminate the unsightly, muddy bowl left on the green where the bowlers run in to bowl. Photos were circulated 

showing the current wicket and a visual of what it would look like with the longer wicket. They advised that it would 
make a difference to the area aesthetically, would be easier to maintain and from a health and safety perspective; 

much safer for the cricketers.  
Councillors agreed in principle, subject to checking the byelaws of the Green. Chris and Richard confirmed the cricket  

club would return the wicket back to its natural state if cricket was no longer played on the Green and that a tidy-up  
would be organised at the end of every season. They will look into the possibility of an environmentally friendly 

recycled artificial wicket. 

 
163/21 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting of the parish council 

held on 18th October 2021 
The minutes were approved and signed. 

 

164/21 To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only 
All other matters are on the agenda or are being dealt with.  

 
165/21  To receive declarations of interest related to business on the agenda  

CE for item 167/21 – applications WNS/2021/1608/LBC and WNS/2021/1766/FUL 

SB for item 167/21 – application WNS/2021/1516/FUL 

CR for item 167/21 – applications WNS/2021/1564/MAF and WNS/2021/1346/FUL 

 
166/21  Finance: 

a. Financial statement 
b. To note payments received 

c. To consider invoices to be paid 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Receipts since the last meeting                 £    VAT £ 

Forge Coffee, Bag Force, Claydon Auctioneers & Barnowl Jerseys - newsletter fee 3 x ads each          360.00            

Payments approved   

C. Knott (salary & tax – November)          608.37               0 

HMRC (tax)           26.80               0 

C. Knott (expenses & home office annual allowance)           197.37         15.56 

Evenley Village Hall (hire fee for meetings - October)           21.00              0 

Steve Thorburn (3 x delivery of newsletter)           75.00              0 

SSE (streetlight electricity direct debit)           99.32          4.95 

Account balances                     £           

Community         14,658.48 

Business Saver        24,031.32 

National Savings         5,875.36 

TOTAL     44,565.16 
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d. To discuss the draft budget and precept for 2022/23 
Cllr SB talked through the draft budget (version one) shown on the big screen, explaining various proposed revisions. 

The precept is showing a potential 4.89% rise which would make it £24,295 (it is currently £23,168), equating to an 
increase of £3.80/year for a Band D property.  However, until Northamptonshire Council release the tax base figure in 

December, and there is clarity on the carry forward balance, we are unable to predict the actual figure accurately.   

Councillors agreed in principle and SB will circulate the figures before seeking approval at the January meeting. 
              Action: SB 

 
167/21 To receive updates and recommendations from planning representatives  

 
WNS/2021/1346/FUL Proposal: Storage facility for clothing and footwear. 

Location: Next to Building 146 Raf Croughton Road, RAF Croughton 
EPC: no objection 
WNC: APPROVED 

WNS/2021/1431/FUL Proposal: to erect a wooden Garden Office, dimensions of which are 3m wide, 
2m deep and 2.5m high. The office will have a single door to the front, along 
with a window, and a window on the left and right sides. This will all sit on a  
concrete base. Location: 5A Rudgeway, Evenley 

EPC: no comment  
WNC: APPROVED 

WNS/2021/1564/MAF Proposal creation of a new base main gate, including formation of new access 
on to the B4031 and the erection of associated buildings including visitor 
centre, guard house and large vehicle inspection area.  
Location Royal Air Force Raf Croughton Road RAF Croughton 

EPC: no objection with 
comments 
WNC: consults dispatched 

WNS/2021/1516/FUL Proposal Variation of Condition 4 (Use). Extension to provide enlarged kitchen 
and entrance hall and alterations to garage to join onto the house to allow for 
holiday lets. Location: Beechwood House Church Lane Evenley 

EPC: no objection 
WNC: APPROVED 

WNS/2021/1608/LBC Proposal Listed building consent to replace seven softwood and metal single 
glazed windows to hardwood heritage glazed windows. 
Location Finch Cottage 24 The Green 

EPC: no objection 
WNC: consults dispatched 

WNS/2021/1682/TCA (T1) Ash - Re-reduction of the ash tree back to previous (approximately 2.5-
3metres), and crown lifting to approximately 4.5-5 metres above the 
neighbours drive. Location:  21 Church Lane Evenley 

For information only 

WNS/2021/1766/FUL Proposal Single storey extension to rear. 

Location 25 The Green, Evenley, Northamptonshire, NN13 5SQ  

EPC: no objection 

WNC: consults dispatched 

WNS/2021/1861/FUL A single storey rear extension. 
Location Mytton House 7 Church Lane Evenley NN13 5SG 

EPC: no objection 
WNC: consults dispatched 

 
Regarding application S/2019/0257/FUL; Evenley Wood Garden, the chairman advised that she had spoken to Peter  

Gittins, head of enforcement planning at Northamptonshire Council. He agrees there doesn’t appear to be an approval  
document in place for the new track between the wood garden and Mixbury Road and has asked the clerk to resubmit  

a request into a potential breach of planning control.       Action: CK 
 
168/21    To respond to the West Northamptonshire Spatial Options consultation  

Three councillors attended the consultation in Brackley. Cllr JPB provided some notes prior to the meeting and Cllr JM  
will work on our response from the parish council. She will circulate it to councillors before submitting. 

The deadline for the submission of responses has been extended to 12 noon on Friday 24th December 2021. You can 
submit your own response at: https://westnorthantsplan.inconsult.uk/WNSPOptions/consultationHome 

Action: JM 
169/21   To respond to National Highways route strategy consultation 
Cllr JPB provided some notes prior to the meeting which the chairman will add to before submitting our response. 

Action: CE 
170/21     To report back on the clerk’s appraisal 

The chairman and vice-chair met with the clerk on 4th November and discussed what has gone well over the last year 

and any areas of concern. The chairman proposed a 3% increase in salary, which has been included in the 2022/23 
budget.  

 
171/21     To discuss responses from EPC’s four-year plan consultation 

Seventeen parishioners responded to the consultation and the clerk circulated responses prior to the meeting which  
she summarised in appendix one. Thank you to all who took the time to respond. 

Councillors agreed to press ahead with capital projects and will look further into replacing the bus shelter, taking on  

board comments received and will add to the granite setts to protect the Green (once given approval from Northants  
Highways). We will also investigate public car charging points and the chairman will put a proposal together for tree 

planting in Pocket Park and various locations around the village. Regarding recycling, WNC does not currently offer a 
service to complement its public litter bin collections but are looking into it. Work is already underway to organise an 
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event for the Queen’s 70th Jubilee celebrations (penciled in for Friday 3rd June) which will be similar to the summer 
picnic held this year.  

The four year plan will remain as a live document which will constantly be updated going forward.  
 

172/21     Suggested items for the ward meeting in January 

• Investigate WNC’s policy for recycling bins. 

• Share ideas on being more environmentally/ecologically friendly. 
• Share information on streetlight contractors. 

• Share information on public electric car charging points. 
 

173/21     To discuss the grass mowing tender 
The clerk has drafted a tender document which will be sent to our current contractor as well as other local 

contractors. This will be implemented from 1st March 2022. 

        
174/21 To accept councillors reports on the following areas (if there is anything to report): 

a. Allotments (CR) nothing to report. 
b. Pocket Park (CR) nothing to report.  

c. Street Lighting (SB) nothing to report.  

d. Village Hall (JPB) Cllr JPB met with Eric Millard last week. There is concern over regular hirers moving away 
from the hall as a venue. The committee now has a new bookings secretary.  

e. Website (CK) the clerk has reduced the quarterly service contract with Media Tribe to twice yearly.  
f. Village Green and Trees (CE) The Christmas tree is up and looks beautiful – thank you to all those who 

helped. The new benches have been built and are now in situ on the small green in School Lane and on the 

village green (in memory of the Hollis family). 
g. Newsletter (CE) nothing to report. 

h. HS2 & Highways (CE) the chairman will attend the next HS2 liaison meeting on 10th December and is 

keeping a close eye on highways issues. 
i. West Northamptonshire Council (JM) nothing to report.  

 
175/21 Correspondence received  

• HS2/Fusion/EKFB updates and notices – circulated via Mailchimp 

• Aylesbury Mains closure notice. The clerk has made contact with Forde & McHugh Ltd (replacement 

contractors).  

• Brackley Community Hospital update – circulated via Mailchimp and Facebook.  

• Community Funding grant information. Parish Councils are not eligible to apply under the current policy.  

• Neighbourhood Watch notice – after 26 years as co-ordinator, David Connolly has moved away from the 
village. If anyone is interested in taking on this valuable role, please contact the clerk.  

 

176/21 To receive areas for improvement suggestion(s) from members 
None received.  

 
177/21 Councillor questions 

None received. 

 
178/21 Public Participation session (members of the public are invited to address the council through the chairman)  

None received.  
 

179/21  Close  
The meeting closed at 10 pm.  

 

 
 

 
The minutes of a council meeting are a public record of who attended and the decisions that were  

made.  

 
The next meeting will be held at Evenley Village Hall on Monday 17th January 2022 at 7.30 pm. 

 
 

Signed:  Cathy Ellis           Dated: 17.01.2022 


