
 

 

Parish Office     Telephone: 01280 423295 
10 Orchard Place    E-mail: clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 
Westbury                  Web: www.evenleypc.org.uk                            
Northamptonshire 
NN13 5JT 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the parish council held on  
Monday 21st March 2022, 7.30 pm at Evenley Village Hall  

 
Present: cllr Paul Crompton (PC), chairman Cathy Ellis (CE), cllr Jeff Peyton-Bruhl (JPB), cllr Charles Reader (CR), 

Cathy Knott (CK) clerk and one member of the public.  
 

38/22  To receive apologies for absence and welcome 
Apologies received and accepted from cllr Spencer Burnham (SB), cllr Jean Morgan (JM) and cllr Sue Ricketts (SR). 

The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
39/22  To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting of the parish council 

held on 21st February 2022.  The minutes were approved and signed. 
 

40/22  To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only 

167/21 – application S/2019/0257/FUL; the chairman has met with district councillors Rebecca Breese and Rosie 
Herring regarding outstanding issues at Evenley Wood Garden’s entrances and the state of Mill Lane. The clerk has 

asked the enforcement officer for an update on WNC’s request to submit an application. 
24/22 – work to install the granite setts on the Green will commence w/c 4th April.  

25/22 – the chair and vice chair have planted the three ‘giant white’ cherry trees (Prunus Tai Haku) at Pocket Park, as 
part of our jubilee plans. 

All other matters are on the agenda or are being dealt with.  

 
41/22   To receive declarations of interest related to business on the agenda  

Cllrs CR and PC for item 45/22 regarding food for the Jubilee event. 
 

42/22   Finance: (note, different from the agenda) 

a. Financial statement 
b. To note payments received 

c. To consider invoices to be paid  
 

 

 
 

 

Receipts since the last meeting                 £    VAT £ 

AMP Grant          242.21              0 

Allotment rent for plots 1, 3, 4, 4A, 5, 6, 8, 8A, 9 & 11            271.22              0 

Payments approved   

C. Knott (salary + 6 hours overtime AMP)          675.53               0     

HMRC (tax)           43.40               0 

C. Knott (expenses)           23.85               0 

Evenley Village Hall (hire fee for meeting & soup lunch - Feb)           42.00               0 

SSE (streetlight electricity direct debit)           90.22           4.50 

British Gas (electricity on the Green)             0.19               0 

Texprep (invitations to the annual parish meeting)           45.50           9.10 

Dash Signs (Puddleduck)           30.00               0 

Barbara Osborne (PAYE)            67.50               0 

Joyce Stevens (mulled wine for Christmas event)           25.00               0 

 

d. To receive an update from the internal controls’ councillor 
Cllr SB sent the clerk an update as he was unable to attend; he has confirmed that he has checked the accounts and 

found no discrepancies. He will provide a more in-depth update to councilors towards the end of the month.  

Account balances                     £           

Community          8,830.01 

Business Saver        24,952.82 

National Savings         5,875.95 

TOTAL      39,658.78 
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43/22 To receive updates and recommendations from planning representatives  
 
WNS/2021/1564/MAF Proposal creation of a new base main gate. 

Location Royal Air Force Raf Croughton Road Raf Croughton 
EPC: no objection with 
comments 
WNC: consults dispatched 

WNS/2021/2084/FUL Single Storey Rear Extension 
Location 3 Rudgeway Evenley NN13 5R 

EPC: No objection 
WNC: APPROVED 

WNS/2021/2118/FUL Proposal Extensions, Garage Conversion, Detached Garage  
Location 19 The Prospect Church Lane, Evenley, NN13 5S 

EPC: Objection 
WNC: consults dispatched 

 
44/22 To provide an update on a new action plan which will be presented at the annual parish 

meeting  

The chairman and vice chairman have put together a one-page plan which was shown on the big screen and  
discussed. The clerk will circulate to councillors for further input before it is presented to parishioners at the annual  

parish meeting.            Action: CK 
One of the items on the plan is to look at replacing/re-siting the bus shelter and it was agreed to look at possible sites  

later this week.  

 
45/22  To provide an update on the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations  

The chairman has requested the use of three village tents for Friday 3rd June; the cricket club have offered their help; 
invitations have gone out to Mixbury residents; the WI will be making puddings. A pig roast was discussed; cllr CR will 

find out if Barn Owl would like to be involved and cllr PC will look into whether the pub would like to provide 

something. It was agreed to invite Howe’s fish and chip van. Cllr PC has the music in hand. The chairman will 
circulate an update to everyone involved.       Action: CE/CR/PC 

 
46/22 To provide an update on items discussed at the Ward meeting held on 28.02.22 

WNC received an unprecedented response to the strategic plan with over 1600 comments, therefore this will take 
longer to process. Councillors all raised issues with WNC planning portal along with lack of communication.  

RAF Croughton will be planting trees to the front of the base next month. They will also plant a small canopy of trees 

for the Jubilee in late April. Col Jon T. Hannah 422 ABG Commander is retiring in July this year.  
The Farthinghoe bypass has been put on hold due to not having the money to take the investigations any further.   

King Sutton PC have started the process of installing some electric car charging points in their village hall carpark (one  
basic point will cost in the region of £8,000). They have kindly provided information so we can take this forward in  

Evenley (as part of our new action plan).  

All villages are suffering with traffic problems. King Sutton PC is thinking of installing a chicane similar to ours. 
Evenley will host the next meeting on Monday 26th September 2022 and will extend the invitation to other parishes in 

the Ward to include Aynho, Croughton, Hinton in the Hedges, Farthinghoe, King Sutton, Middleton Cheney and 
Newbottle. 

 
47/22   To provide an update on footpath maintenance and signage 

The chairman and vice chairman had a good meeting with the owner of the property where footpath AK1 (to 

Puddleduck) runs adjacent, after receiving complaints about the muddy state of the footpath last month. The issues 
have been resolved and the area is looking much improved now. Whilst we have been busy with Puddleduck, it 

occurred to us that there is no sign naming it as such so we have had a sign made and will seek permission from the 
householder to mount it on their wall; cllr JPB will affix if agreed. We will also be looking at other areas of the village 

which have old names that we could resurrect.        Action: JPB 

 
48/22  To report back on the Churchyard tidy up 

On 6th March, c.30 volunteers of mixed ages turned up at the churchyard, achieving far more than anyone expected, 
creating a great community atmosphere. It is hoped this will become an annual event with the possibility of people 

‘adopting a grave’ to maintain going forwards. The heap of waste was kindly taken to Cloisters Farm to burn. Thank 

you to cllr CR and all the volunteers who helped.   
 

49/22  To receive a proposal for use of Friends of Pocket Park funds 
The last members of the pocket park subcommittee have agreed that the existing money (£353.72) within the pocket 

park fund should be used for the upkeep and improvement of the park. The chairman proposed we use the funds to 
purchase a new bench for the park with a plaque thanking the committee/friends; all councillors present agreed. It 

was also suggested we should add a separate line to the budget spreadsheet for pocket park income/expenditure. 

After discussing old names (item 47/22), it was felt we should look into readopting the old name for the park which 
was Evenley Common. We will propose this at the May meeting.      Action: CK 
 



 

 

50/22   To review/approve EPC’s asset register  
The clerk has removed the grit bin on Charlton Road (which has been stolen) and added the two new benches. 

Councillors approved the register.  
 

51/22  To provide a report on Brackley’s local cycling and walking infrastructure plan workshop  

   on 04.03.22   
The chairman’s proposal to provide cycle racks at various locations is ongoing and proposals to reduce speeds along 

Charlton Road to Evenley are welcome. Please note, there is no funding identified to date for the schemes identified 
in the LCWIP. However, there will be further rounds of Active Travel Funding which can be bid for. 

 
52/22 To provide an update on the asset mapping project and note the terms of reference for 

the working group (chairman to sign) 

The clerk advised the project has been completed and the chairman signed the terms of reference.  
 

53/22 To accept councillors reports on the following areas (if there is anything to report): 
a. Allotments (CR) Rent reminders have been sent. Cllr CR has provided a reading from the water meter. All 

plots are looking well-tended.  

b. Pocket Park (CR) see item 49/22. 
c. Street Lighting (SB) the clerk has met with Western Power regarding the telegraph poles in Church Lane 

and Open Reach is aware of the work they need to carry out before the redundant poles can be removed.  
d. Village Hall (JPB) the latest approved minutes of the committee have been received. 

e. Website (CK) we are looking at updating the photographs. 
f. Village Green and Trees (CE) The chairman thanked the Hollis family for providing the memorial bench and 

plaque in loving memory of Tony and Margaret. Cllr CR advised the area around the football goals is in a bad 

state and asked how this could be better managed.  
g. Newsletter (CE) the Spring edition will be published in May.   

h. HS2 & Highways (CE) the chairman attended the HS2 liaison meeting on 11th March; she advised there will 
be a separate meeting regarding the A43. HS2 are launching their mobile visiting centre this month and will 

visit Evenley in the coming months. They are presenting information at our annual parish meeting on 25th 

April. 
i. West Northamptonshire Council (JM) a public spaces protection order consultation has been launched 

regarding responsible ownership of dogs and prohibition of smoking in certain places. It closes at midnight on 
4th April. For more information and to respond, please visit: 

https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/place/pspo-dog-ownership-smoking-prohibition/ 
j. St. George’s Church – see item 48/22. 

 

54/22 Correspondence received 

• HS2/Fusion/EKFB updates and notices – circulated via Mailchimp. 

• National Highways updates - circulated via Mailchimp. 

• First edition of WNC town & parish briefing - circulated via Mailchimp. 

• RAF Croughtons’ invitation to councillors to attend to the unveiling of the Queen's Green Canopy to mark 
The Queen's Platinum Jubilee on Wednesday 13th April 2022 and save the date for Colonel Hannah 

relinquishing command of 422d Air Base Group to Colonel Edward Spinelli on 20th July. 
 

55/22 To receive areas for improvement suggestion(s) from members. None received.  

 
56/22 Councillor questions 

It has come to our attention that several families in Evenley have kindly offered to open their homes to Ukrainian 
refugees. We need to think about how we can offer both the visitors and the hosts our support; in the first instance it 

was agreed the Ukrainian flag will be flown from our flag-post to show Evenley’s welcome. The clerk will circulate a 
village email and Facebook post asking hosts to make contact.  

 

57/22 Public Participation session (members of the public are invited to address the council through the 
chairman). None received. 

 
58/22  Close  

The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

The minutes of a council meeting are a public record of who attended and the decisions that were  
made. The annual meeting of the parish will be held at Evenley Village Hall 25th April at 7.30 pm 

 
Signed: Cathy Ellis                                    Dated: 18.05.2022 
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