
 

 

Parish Office     Telephone: 01280 423295 
10 Orchard Place    E-mail: clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 
Westbury                  Web: www.evenleypc.org.uk                            
Northamptonshire 
NN13 5JT 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the parish council held on Monday 20th June 
2022 at 7.30 pm at Evenley Village Hall 

 
Present: cllr Spencer Burnham (SB), cllr Paul Crompton (PC), cllr Cathy Ellis (CE), cllr Jean Morgan (JM), cllr Jeff 

Peyton-Bruhl (JPB), Cathy Knott (CK) clerk and c.40 members of the public 
 

85/22 To receive apologies for absence and welcome  
Apologies received and accepted from cllr Charles Reader (CR) and cllr Sue Ricketts (SR). The chairman welcomed 

everyone to the meeting and advised that due to the high number of parishioners attending for item 92/22, we would 

reorder the agenda to bring this forward. 
 

86/22 Open forum to receive information from Jonathan Picardo (Black Shed Works Ltd) regarding 
planning for a dwelling at The Piggery, Bicester Hill, followed by a question/answer session 

The chairman introduced Belinda (land owner) and Jonathan (architect) who talked through slides on the big screen 

showing the existing site, the history of the project including a planning pre-application towards the end of 2020 and 
studies carried out since; a site topographical & buildings measured survey, a buildings structural condition survey, 

ecological bat & newt surveys, a heritage assessment, a flood risk assessment, a highways assessment and an 
architectural feasibility design. 

Jonathan gave a precis on the design approach, explaining that the former 18c buildings will bring the site back to life 
as a new private home.  It will be respectfully restored following the footprint and reusing all former building stone 

materials along with some natural new materials (stone, timber, slate). If you would like a copy of the slides, please 

email the clerk at clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 
A question and answer session followed: 

Q. there are concerns around the access, how will these be resolved? 
A. a full traffic survey will be carried out. Highways has strict regulations and guidelines which we will abide to. 

Separate to the application, we asked if the speed limit could be lowered on Bicester Hill. The access will be widened 

to make it safer. The gateways may prove problematic, and we are willing to work with the council to resolve issues.  
We are looking into creating a wooden bridge over the stream to make the area safer and easier for pedestrians to 

walk up to the farm shop. 
Q. there are concerns around flooding; how will these be resolved? 

A. we are working to retain the character of the site which includes an extensive drainage management programme 

so that all water is properly controlled. 
Q. what will happen to foul sewage? 

A. as the site isn’t connected to the public sewer, waste will be tankered away. 
 

The chairman thanked Jonathan and Belinda for attending and advised members of the public the information  
received this evening is for information only and they will be consulted once it goes through to planning. 

 

92/22  To discuss proposed plans for an anaerobic digestion plant at Astwick 
Acorn held a public exhibition on 16th June showing information and proposals. Following this, the clerk circulated an 

email asking parishioners to get in touch with their comments for us to gain an insight into their views. The 24 
responses (appendix one) show mixed views, with the majority against the proposals.  

The chairman explained that her husband and cllr SB work in the industry, so we feel quite well informed on how 

these types of plants work; she explained that an environmental impact assessment (EIA) hasn’t yet been submitted 
to WNC so this will need to be carried out as part of their application if they decide to go ahead. She advised that 

similar plants around the country start off well without too many issues in the first year but then maintenance slips 
and problems start, including odour leakage and poor/lack of storage of materials. HGV movements will be an issue 

and there are concerns over more development.  
Cllr SB advised the plant will smell; lorries won’t be sheeted and there will be piles of waste on site; the 

Environmental Agency don’t act quickly to resolve issues (if at all). Realistically traffic movements will be higher than 

anticipated and he expects on average the plant will create 35 – 40 lorries per day. 
 

mailto:clerk@evenleypc.org.uk
http://www.evenleypc.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@evenleypc.org.uk


 

 

The landowner of the site was in attendance and advised he was approached three months ago. He explained the 
plant from a farmers’ point of view; fertilizer is increasingly expensive (and almost all is imported) and that is what 

the plant will be producing along with gas; this will therefore make his and other local farms more sustainable. For 
the first 15 years the gas will be transported to Banbury but then it will be plumbed into the gas pipe so in the longer 

term it will be more beneficial.   

 
Cllr JM advised she had viewed the assessment Acorn sent to WNC in April which can be downloaded as appendix 

two. 
 

The chairman thanked everyone for their input and most members of the public left (seven remained). The meeting 
resumed at 8.45 pm. 

 

87/22 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the annual meeting of the parish council 
held on 18th May 2022 

The minutes were approved and signed. 
 

88/22 To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only 

76/22 – managing the verges in Church Lane; as the ground is so compacted due to weather conditions, we are 
unable to get the poles in; we will address this when we are able to. A local farmer has written to the chair-

man asking whether the grit bin can be relocated on Church Lane as he is concerned it will be driven into by 
a farm vehicle. It was agreed the bin is necessary and it also protects the wall, so we shan’t be relocating it. 

79/22 – RAF Croughton are able to assist with Pocket Park tidy up and have provided some dates. It was agreed to 
book Sunday 14th August.  

 

89/22 To receive declarations of interest related to business on the agenda  
CE & PC for 90/22 c. Greenstuff invoice and Red Lion invoice. 

JPB for 91/22 application WNS/2022/1181/FUL. 
 

90/22   Finance: (different from agenda) 

a. Financial statement    
b. To note payments received 

c. To consider invoices to be paid  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Payments made since the last meeting (approved by email)           VAT 

UK Timber Ltd (wood for 2 x benches)         193.91         38.78 

WNC (2 x allotment bins)          84.00               0 

Payments submitted for approval   

C. Knott (salary)          620.10               0 

HMRC (tax)           34.40               0 

C. Knott (expenses including Jubilee flags)           55.16           9.20 

Barbara Osborne (PAYE service)           67.50               0 

Evenley Village Hall (May soup lunch)           21.00               0 

SSE (streetlight electricity direct debit)           93.25           4.65 

British Gas (electricity on the Green for May direct debit)             0.19               0 

SNAST (neighbourhood watch annual subs)           25.00               0 

Green Stuff (planters)           52.00               0 

Red Lion (Jubilee event music expenses)          900.00       180.00 

 

d. To receive an update from the internal controls’ councillor 
Cllr SB confirmed that he had checked the accounts and there were no discrepancies. He advised we should look at 

website costs going forward.  

 
 

 

Account balances                     £           

Community         14,357.62 

Business Saver        19,966.35 

National Savings         5,875.95 

TOTAL      40.199.92 



 

 

 
91/22   To consider new planning applications (if there are any) and to receive an update on  

             applications outstanding 
 

WNS/2021/2118/FUL Proposal Extensions, Garage Conversion, Detached Garage  
Location 19 The Prospect Church Lane 

EPC: Objection 
WNC: pending 
 

WNS/2022/0669/FUL Proposal Variation of condition 2 (Plans) to S/2021/0461/FUL (Side 
extension, rear extension, and a dormer on the front of the property). 
To alter loft extension to front dormer only, reduce rear extension in 
size & height, alterations to fenestration. Location Anden Cottage 3 
Mixbury Road 

EPC: No objection  
WNC: pending 

WNS/2022/1163/TCA Walnut tree – reduce height and spread by circa 5m, reshape and 
balance, lift to circa 4m remaining secondary branches only, thin crown 
by max 10%. Location: 32 Church Lane 

For information only 

WNS/2022/1181/FUL Erection of two self-build dwellings. 
Location: Land rear of 17 Broad Lane 

There will be a presentation at 
the next meeting. Comments to 
be submitted by 20.07.2022 

 

93/22  To review and sign councillor register of members interests 
Councillors CE, JPB, JM and PC signed with no amendments. Cllr SB will amend his and the clerk will contact cllr CR 

and SR regarding theirs.  
  

94/22        To review/renew the grants/donations policy  

It was resolved to keep the policy in reserve in case it’s ever needed.  
 

95/22        To provide a report on the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations  
The chairman thanked everyone involved; those who baked and created cakes, to Charles our roadie, Jeff our MC,  

the handbell ringers, those who put the tents up and tidied everything away and to the several hundred people  

who came along. It was a great collaborative community event and raised £1345.00 towards the church mower  
(including donations from The Red Lion, Barn Owl Farm Shop and Howe’s Fish & Chips).  

 
96/22        Resolve to readopt Pocket Park by its former name, Evenley Common 

All councillors present resolved to readopt the former name Evenley Common. The clerk will get a quote to update the  
signage.            Action: CK 

 

97/22 To note the new Highways contractor for Northamptonshire Council 
There will now be separate contracts from September this year for North Northamptonshire Council (NNC) and West  

Northamptonshire Council (WNC) who have both awarded the contracts to Kier.  The contract will run for seven years,  
with the potential to extend to a maximum of 14 years. 

 

98/22  To accept councillors reports on the following areas (if there is anything to report): 
a. Allotments (CR) we have paid for two bins to be emptied on the new scheme for garden waste (alongside 

the bin already paid for). Because this is a new expense, the clerk has written to tenants asking what their 
preference is going forward; composting or bins (which would incur a further plot charge of £5 per annum).  

b. Evenley Common (CR) see items 88/22 and 96/22.  
c. Street Lighting (SB) nothing to report. 

d. Village Hall (JPB) most councillors attended the AGM which was brief, concise and to the point. The 

committee is amenable to proposals around electric car charging points and updating the bus shelter. 
e. Website (CK) it was agreed the clerk should circulate a village email asking if anyone in the village would be 

interested in designing and maintaining a new community website.     Action: CK 
f. Village Green and Trees (CE) the green has been fertilized. The chairman thanked Andy Reader for his care 

and dedication to the wicket. It was agreed to lop off lower branches from trees around the Green; cllr JM 

agreed to take the waste to Farthinghoe recycling centre.    Action: CE/SB/JM   
g. Newsletter (CE) the Summer edition will be published over the next couple of months. 

h. HS2 & Highways CE attended the virtual HS2 A43 sub meeting on 15th June and felt as it the Evenley 
roundabout issues aren’t being taken seriously. She will be meeting with Sue Sharps, district councillor to see 

if she can push it forward. The next quarterly HS2 liaison group meeting will be held on 22nd July. 

i. Three-year action plan - a quote has been received to complete the granite setts on the south edge of the 
Green and we will be obtaining other quotes. Regarding footpath management, the chairman advised the stile 

on AK6 (Evenley Wood Garden) is still very hard to access despite our footpath warden asking the landowner 
for the lower tread to be replaced.    



 

 

j. St. George’s Church – nothing to report.  
99/22  To note correspondence received that requires discussion  

The clerk will attend the virtual annual police liaison representative (PLR) conference on 28th June.  
The chairman and clerk will attend the Northamptonshire Village Awards presentation evening on 11th July. 

 

100/22 To receive areas for improvement suggestion(s) from members 
None received.  

 
101/22 Councillors Questions 

Cllr JM shared how disappointed she was that councillors had agreed to remove West Northamptonshire Council 
(WNC) from reports section of the agenda at the last meeting and asked if this could be reconsidered. The chairman 

explained that WNC was only added to reports whilst it was going through changes (from eight councils to two unitary 

councils). if anything of importance affecting the parish needs to be noted in future, it can be bought up under 
correspondence received or as a separate agenda item. 

Cllr PC expressed concerns over the forthcoming Giffard Circus at Evenley Wood Garden (EWG). There is still no 
signage and we haven’t received a traffic management plan as promised. It was agreed that he and the chairman 

would arrange to discuss this in person with EWG.  

 
102/22 Public Participation session (members of the public are invited to address the council             

  through the chairman)  
A member of the public expressed concerns over the two pending planning applications. The target decision date was 

February for 19 The Prospect and May for Anden Cottage. The chairman advised the planning department is in 
disarray.  

 

103/22  Close  
The meeting closed at 9.50pm. 

 
 

 

 
The minutes of a council meeting are a public record of who attended and the decisions that were  

made. 
 

The next meeting will be held at Evenley Village Hall on Monday 18th July at 7.30 pm. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Signed:  Cathy Ellis                                    Dated: 18.07.2022 


