
 

 

Parish Office     Telephone: 01280 423295 
10 Orchard Place    E-mail: clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 
Westbury                  Web: www.evenleypc.org.uk                            
Northamptonshire 
NN13 5JT 

 

Minutes of the virtual meeting of Evenley Parish Council held via Zoom on 
Monday 15th March 2021 at 7.30 pm  

 
Present: cllr Spencer Burnham (SB), chairman Cathy Ellis (CE), cllr Jean Morgan (JM), vice chairman Jeff Peyton-Bruhl 
(JPB), cllr Charles Reader (CR), cllr Sue Ricketts (SR), Cathy Knott (CK) clerk and four members of the public. 

 
33/21 To receive apologies for absence and welcome 
All councillors present. The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
34/21 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the virtual meeting of the parish  
council held on 15th February 2021. The minutes were approved and virtually signed.  
 
35/21 To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only 
07/21 to fertilise the Green as agreed with the cricket club; after receiving quotes it was resolved to instruct R & G at 
the cost of £510. Councillors agreed to look into purchasing our own spreader at a later date and adding it into next 
years’ budget.            Action: CE/SB 
11/21 – NCC are unable to save the broken grit bin located in Church Lane so it was agreed out of council to 
purchase a new (small) bin for Charlton Road which is now in situ.  
29/21 – a quote of £275 has been received for a bench frame and it is thought a further £120 would be needed for 
wood. The chairman will pass this information onto the Hollis’s family.  
All other matters are on the agenda or are being dealt with. 
          
36/21 To receive declarations of interest related to business on the agenda   
Cllr CE for 47/21 – neighbour of Forge Coffee and PO.  
Cllr JM for 48/21 – resident of the Green. 
 
37/21  Finance: 

a. Financial statement 
b. To note payments received 
c. To consider invoices to be paid 

 
Account                  £           

Community      5,882.17 

Business Saver   23,182.47 

National Savings     5,875.36 

TOTAL 34,940.00 

Receipts since the last meeting                 £    VAT £ 

Allotment rent for plots 2,3,4,5,6,8,9,11          267.58  

Payments approved   

C. Knott (salary)          541.00              0 

HMRC (tax)             5.00              0 

C. Knott (expenses incl. grit bin & salt for Charlton Road)          165.59           2.40 

Data protection fee (DD)           35.00              0 

SSE (street light electricity DD)           91.35          4.55 

British Gas (electric on the Green DD)             0.57          0.02 

 
d. To provide an explanation on the budget/precept misunderstanding 

The clerk advised that she had made an error and submitted the budget figure (£23,168) instead of the precept figure 
to South Northants Council (SNC). Unfortunately, this figure had already been approved by the time she had realised 
her mistake. The clerk apologised for the error and thanked Michael G and Charles W for bringing it to her attention.   
This amounts to a 9.8% increase (13p per week extra for an average band D property). It was resolved to ringfence 
the extra funds and keep in reserve for now, and apologise to parishioners as it was our intention to maintain the 
precept nearer to its current level.    
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38/21 To receive updates and recommendations from planning representatives 
 
S/2020/1438/FUL Single commercial building providing 3 B1/B8 units with trade counters. 

Location: land west of Oxford Rd, Evenley 
EPC: no objection 
SNC: consults dispatched 

S/2020/1932/FUL Erection of a new agricultural building and associated works, incl. 
extension to agricultural farm track and apron hardstanding to new 
building. Location: Hall Farm, 31 The Green, Evenley  

EPC: objection  
SNC: consults dispatched  

S/2021/0022/LDE certificate of lawfulness for existing use to show that the building works 
granted under planning S/2015/1981/FUL started and partially completed 
in the 3 year expiration period. The loft conversion element of the 
permission was completed in March 2018. Location: 4 Broad Lane  

EPC: no objection 
SNC: APPROVED 

S/2021/0461/FUL Side & rear extension and a dormer on the front of the property. 
Location: 3 Anden Cottage, Mixbury Road, Evenley 

EPC: SB/JM to visit 
neighbouring properties 
before making a decision 
SNC: consultations dispatched 

 
39/21 To discuss whether to subscribe to Scribe accounting package  
The clerk circulated information prior to the meeting and advised that Westbury Parish Council has subscribed from 1st 
April 2021. It was resolved that the clerk should see how well it works and if it is worth subscribing to. We will review 
in three to six months.            Action: CK  
 
40/21  To discuss the rolling responsibility of the community defibrillator checks 
Cllr JM has contacted the British Heart Foundation (BHF) to ask for training on carrying out thorough checks of the 
equipment. The clerk has registered our interest with WebNos Governance; a tracking service accessible by 
ambulance services in order to see in close real time the accurate status of the defibrillator and its ancillary 
equipment. It was noted that the instructions on the defibrillatior cabinet are unclear and we should ask the 
ambulance service or BHF if this can be rectified to make it clearer. JM will also contact Dr Stevens for advice and we 
will revisit the idea of a checking rota at the meeting in June.                      Action: JM/CK   

 
41/21 To approve updates to the asset register  
The clerk circulated the asset register. She explained that the war memorial has a ‘price’ of £1 and is covered under 
our public liability insurance but is not insured if something happened to it and it needs rebuilding. If we did add it to 
our insurance schedule, we could expect to pay an extra £200 per annum to cover it. Other updates were made and 
the clerk will liaise with cllr SR regarding replacement values. The clerk is attending training this week on how to 
manage council risks using the asset register, which will also advise on being adequately insured.    Action: CK/SR 
 
42/21 To report back on the chairman’s meeting with Evenley Wood Garden 
The chairman and clerk met with Nicola Taylor at EWG to openly discuss signage, parking, traffic and planning in 
order to try and find a solution to the escalating traffic issues through the village from visitors to the gardens. 
Actions from the meeting included:  

• Contacting Northants Highways regarding brown tourism signs off the A421 and A43 and passing bays (on 
Mixbury Road). 

• Contacting SNC/Royal Mail regarding a set postcode for the site in Mixbury Road. 
• Planning information request. 
• Register with What3words (location search APP) 

 
It was agreed that the clerk should chase SNC planning department to request a virtual meeting in order to discuss 
the issues the village is experiencing and to review planning documents that don’t appear to have been made public. 
Nicola has committed to supplying snowdrops for the verges leading up to the gardens.   Action: CK/CE/JM  
 
43/21 To decide on the following: 

• whether to replace the bus shelter and apply to HS2 community environment fund 
• whether to put poster signage on the existing shelter  

The clerk has received quotes for a new bus shelter from Littlethorpe and it was agreed to put this on hold for the 
time being.  
Following last month’s meeting item 27/21, Cllr JM has received a quote for directional signage (for EWG and the Post 
Office) to be attached to the bus shelter. The cost for a one-way window graphic including design, layout and 
installation would be £255.76 + VAT and JM will request a rough design. EPC has submitted a pre-application request 
to SNC to see whether planning permission is needed (as it could come under advertising consent). JM thanked Ady 
(a local window cleaner) for cleaning the bus shelter for free.   
It was resolved to talk to SNC planning department and EWG further about signage before taking this any further.                   
                          Action: CE/CK/JM 



 

 

44/21  To note responses from the Spring newsletter regarding Bicester Hill and streetlights 
Thank you to all those who responded to the Spring newsletter. We received 25 emails, mostly in support of lowering 
the speed limit on Bicester Hill. Regarding streetlighting; the majority of responses say ‘no more lighting please’. A 
few parishioners have requested we turn the lights off after midnight; Cllr SB advised that because the lights are 
factory set, once they’re in you can’t change them; we elected to dim them instead.   
Cllr CR agreed to chase the businesses located on Bicester Hill for their support. Once received, the chairman will 

write to Northants Highways including the supporting emails.     Action: CR/CE 
 
45/21  To provide information on the election process and nominate a councillor to deliver the forms to  
            Towcester Forum 
The clerk advised on dates for the election papers to be submitted.  Cllr SR volunteered to deliver the forms in person 
to Towcester between 26th March and 4pm on 8th April.        Action: all  

 
46/21 To accept councillors reports on the following areas (if there is anything to report): 

a. Allotments (CR) – muck has been delivered to the allotments this week which are looking very busy. CR will 
read the water meter before turning the tap back on. The clerk has written to tenants regarding overfilling the 
green bin and CE will attach signs to remind them.  

b. Pocket Park (CR) – there is no date for the Spring tidy up as yet. CE asked to have a chat with the 
committee about an opportunity to add more trees to the park (after being contacted by someone offering to 
donate some to the village) but unfortunately the committee felt they already have enough to cope with. After 
looking through the pocket park file compiled a few years ago, it is apparent that the ten-year management 
programme plans have not been fulfilled. CR will liaise with committee members to see if he can get things 
moving again and report back.         Action: CR  

c. Street Lighting (SB) – Light no. 14 (opposite the Red Lion) and light no. 8 in Lawyers Close have recently 
been reported and fixed. Thank you to Derek H for tightening up the light screws on the village hall.  

d. Village Hall (JPB) – the committee is optimistic that the hall will reopen in the near future subject to a 
government review.   

e. Website – nothing to report. 
f. Village Green and Trees (CE) – The Royal British Legion have aluminum composite Tommy figures for sale 

again. A figure standing 4ft 10” would cost £175 + £25 shipping. It was agreed to circulate details and add to 
April’s extraordinary meeting agenda.  

g. Newsletter (CE) – nothing to report. 
h. HS2 & Highways (SB/CE) – CE attended the (virtual) HS2 liaison meeting (draft notes are available to view 

on our website at: http://www.evenleypc.org.uk/home/noticeboard/hs2-notices.html) and spoke to Highways 
England (HE) reginal director Adrian Oulds about our concerns over the A43 roundabout. He advised that HE is 
very aware of the failings of the A43 and in particular the Evenley roundabout and they are worried about the 
damage HS2 traffic will do to this and other major routes. Mr Oulds advised that HE now has a better 
understanding and will provide a community liaison to help with diversions, problems etc.  
Regarding HS2 vehicle movements, the A421 will be used more than originally anticipated which is probably 
good news as this means less traffic heading over the Evenley roundabout. Construction at present is a bit 
‘scatter gun’ and so is the support traffic.  This will become more focussed in the next few months as the 
compounds and then the structures take shape.  Once the compounds are built, much of the HS2 traffic will be 
directed to these and move literally cross country, so off the roads.  The first peak of construction will be in 
about 12 months time and a lull will follow.  The second peak will be very roughly 18 months later.   

i. Local government reorganisation – JM advised that it’s all happening now and vesting day is on 1st April. 
West Northamptonshire Council website will go live then https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/ 

j. St. George’s Church – nothing to report. 
 
47/21  Correspondence received  

• HS2/EKFB notice of work at the A43, site investigations and compound set up – circulated via village email. 
• Highways England response to Hinton in the Hedges enquiry – sent to councillors. 
• Green requirements received from Evenley Cricket Club – are on the village notice board. 
• Investigation into Broad Lane flooding issues – cllr JPB has met with the investigator and a resident.  
• Request from Forge Coffee asking to be able to provide tables and chairs outside the shop and on the Green 

for customers – CE will discuss further with Rose.   
• Damage to the verges in Church Lane – the chairman has spoken with builders who have been parking on the 

verges (as there is very little parking available). They will speak to the homeowners and ask for the damage 
to be put right at the end of the project. CE will monitor the situation.  
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48/21 Councillor questions 
• Thank you to William and Charlie Hartigan who filled 16 bin bags with rubbish from Charlton Road. If you 

would like to help with litter picking around the village, we have litter pickers, bags and hi-vis clothing 
available on request. Please email the chairman at c.ellis@evenleypc.org.uk 

• JM reported damage to the Green today caused by a lorry containing a delivery to College Farm which was 
misdirected around the Green.  JM spoke to the project manager at College Farm who has repaired the 
damage.  

• The chairman and cllr CR will begin to repair the eroding ground around the Green over the next few weeks.  
 
49/21  Public Participation session (members of the public are invited to address the council through 
the chairman)  
A member of the public advised that Mixbury has a much lower speed limit through the village and no street lights. 
The chairman responded to say different counties operate in different way and Northants Highways has advised that 
there’s no chance of this happening in Evenley. However, a cabinet member for place, highways and the environment 
has emailed to say there is a proposal in place to trial temporary 20mph speed signs in villages. The first village to 
trial this will be West Haddon and if successful they will invite other parishes to register their interest in being part of 
the 20mph advisory speed limit scheme.  
 
50/21 Close 
The clerk advised we will have a short annual parish meeting followed by an extraordinary meeting to deal with 
normal council matters on 26th April.  
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 
 
 
 
The minutes of a council meeting are a public record of who attended and the decisions that were 
made.  

 
The next virtual meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting followed by an extraordinary meeting of the 
council to be held on Monday 26th April 2021 at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed: Cathy Ellis                Dated: 26.04.2021 
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