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HS2 Liaison Group 
Venue: The Forum, Towcester, SNC Offices 

Draft notes of the meeting held on 19th July 2019 at 2pm 
 
 

Representatives from the following organisations 
were present: 

Cllr Ian Morris – NCC (Chair) 
SNAG 

Evenley PC 
Brackley Town Council 
Thorpe Mandeville PC 

Chipping Warden and Edgcote PC 
Friends of Boddington 

Greatworth PC 
Cllr Rosie Herring 

Culworth PC 
Cllr Mary-Anne Sergison-Brooke 

Helmdon PC 
Byfield PC 

Aston le Walls PC 
Badby PC  

 
 

Apologies:  
Andrea Leadsom MP 

Tommy Gilchrist – Andrea Leadsom’s Office 
Chris Heaton Harris MP 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges PM  
Harriet Raitt – Lower Thorpe 

Sir Paul Hayter – CPRE 
Ingram Lloyd – Sulgrave PC 
Jeff Peyton-Bruhl  - Evenley 

Nisha Mejer – HS2 Ltd  
Cllr Fiona Baker 

Hilary Walton – Whitfield PC 
Peter Gaydon – Moreton Pinkey 
Jeff Peyton-Bruhl – Evenley PC 

Cathy Ellis – Evenley PC 
Richard Piner – Badby PC 

Clive Hockley – Hinton-in-the-Hedges PM 
 

  In Attendance: 
Esme Cushing (EC) – NCC (notes) 

Chris Wragg – NCC  
Denis Winterbottom (DW) – SNC 

Chris James – Effiage Kier JV 
Olaf Ernstsons – Highways England 

Tim Noble – HS2 Ltd 
Gary Moreira – HS2 Ltd  
Luke Nipen – HS2 Ltd 

Richard Calvert – Fusion 
 

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
 
The notes of the last meeting were agreed as an accurate record.  
 
2. Matters Arising  
 
An update on all the actions were circulated with the draft minutes.  
 
SNC gave an update on noise monitoring previously undertaken. The noise monitoring was limited to six 
sites along the route and undertaken during day and night [see note circulated with these minutes].  
 
HS2 have done noise monitoring assessment as part of Environment Minimum Requirements. It is 
understood that the prolonged disturbance scheme is still with DfT. Friends of Boddington had no further 
update on prolonged disturbance. They remain concerned that the prolonged disturbance scheme does 
not take rural factors into account and are concerned about the impact on Public Rights of Ways and will 
continue to discuss with HS2 Ltd.  
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Action – FoB to provide an update on prolonged disturbance at the next meeting 
 
NCC have not had a regional engagement meeting with DfT yet. Highways England have committed to 
attending the Liaison Group on a regular basis. Olaf is the key HE representative for HS2 related issues 
and he can provide relevant contacts for day to day issues too. Any concerns should be raised with him 
by emailing Olaf.Ernstsons@highwaysengland.co.uk  
 
3. Community Engagement, Enabling Works, Main Works Update 
 
Community Engagement  
 
Luke Nipen (Senior Engagement Manager) from HS2 Ltd gave an update, in Nisha’s absence, on 
engagement since the last meeting (see slides). Engagement is ongoing regarding specific works which 
has been influencing design (Greatworth footpaths, noise barrier at Chipping Warden are two examples). 
The engagement team have been in contact with the Silverstone Circuit team, Northants Police and 
attended events such as the Boddington Coffee Morning. Roadshows have been held at Brackley and 
Silverstone have been used to engage with people that are less familiar with HS2. If there are any 
thoughts on engagement then please speak to Nisha, as HS2 Ltd are keen to reach all communities. From 
September/October there will be further engagement on noise and traffic with Parish Councils then with 
residents more widely.  
 
Enabling Works 
 
Fusion presented some slides on progress. Buckingham Group contractor has been appointed as Early 
Contractor. They are locally based and are currently remobilising to site and undertaking due diligence, 
reviewing documents, drawings and early investigative works. There is still some minor design to be 
completed and the lorry route movements are being reviewed. Buckingham Group Contractor is 
developing its contractor programme. There will be further information regarding sequencing and 
phasing of works in the coming weeks. It is anticipated that the contract for the works will be in place by 
the end of July. The start dates in the slides are when works will recommence (these are Enabling Works 
so they are not subject to Notice to Proceed). All Enabling Works are anticipated to be completed by 
spring 2020 (subject to all the necessary consents and approvals). Moreton Pinkey PC has raised 
concerns to NCC about construction impacts on access routes out of their village. Fusion will be 
minimising disruption as far as possible.  
 
Action – Fusion to share Enabling Works construction programme once available 
 
Main Works 
 
Chris James from Eiffage Kier presented slides on Main Works. Design works are still ongoing – 
considering landscape, ecology, noise and construction arrangements. Over the next six months, will 
begin to show communities and there will be further engagement. The feedback so far from local 
communities is being fed into the designs and into the conversations with planning authorities. Will be 
replicating how engaged with Boddington as that was very successful. Thoughts on construction 
arrangements (compounds and crossing points etc.) are now really starting to be consolidated and will 
be shared with local authorities and Parish Councils in due course.  
 
Barriers will be used to protect pedestrians crossing the haul road/ internal road. Concerns were raised 
regarding whether these would be audible creating a noise nuisance.  
 
Action – EK to confirm whether the barriers will be audible 
 

mailto:Olaf.Ernstsons@highwaysengland.co.uk
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There are two structures in Northamptonshire which are Key Design Elements – Edgcote and Lower 
Thorpe viaducts. It is anticipated that engagement will now be in early 2020 (probably February time).  
 
Local Traffic Management Plans are coming together and are substantially complete. As EK develop 
plans, they have to be submitted and agreed with HS2 to check compliance with EMRs. It is anticipated 
that they will be submitted to NCC in two/three month’s time and then NCC will have a month to 
respond. The traffic plans will be a very technical document, so in parallel EK will be developing a 
community newsletter with indicative numbers.  
 
Early discussions on Public Rights of Way are now starting. EK want to minimise impacts on PRoW as 
understand it is a sensitive topic. This work is being informed by the PRoW surveys that were undertaken 
by HS2 for the ES. Through this work also looking at opportunities to improve footpaths – around 
Greatworth for example. Millenium Way long distance route footpath has been flagged up by Friends of 
Boddington and their concerns are being looked into. FoB are particularly concerned regarding the safety 
of using the Claydon Road and would like to see a dedicated footway installed between the footpaths.  
 
Dialogue on the Strategic Road Network is ongoing. Regular meetings are being held between HS2 Ltd 
and EK and things are much more joined up. EK have been looking specifically at HS2 interfaces with 
strategic road networks. At M40 Junction 10 EK have carried out modelling flows and done assessment 
and these volumes have been fed back to Highways England (HE). HE outlined that engagement has been 
ongoing for a while with EK but the results from this had not necessarily filtered through to this meeting.  
 
Brackley Town Council raised concerns regarding the operation of M40 Jct 10 and also reiterated the 
concerns regarding the roundabouts on the A43, accepting that traffic has improved at the Buckingham 
roundabout since the installation of traffic lights. BP roundabout is still of concern – the lane markings 
have been eroded and a number of temporary repairs are still in situ.  
 
EK confirmed that the work around the A43 has not been concluded as yet. The proposed works to the 
M40 Jct 10 are relatively minor. HE explained that they are currently seeking further certainty regarding 
what works will impact on M40 Jct 10, and when, so that they can assess the most robust case.  
  
The Heave trial is ongoing. Intelligent technology is being used to model and record the soil that is being 
moved so that it can be reused appropriately. Ground investigation is ongoing. Employment and training 
is a key priority particularly those from a military background.  
 
Action – EK/HE to give an update on M40 junction 10/ BP roundabout 
 
Chipping Warden & Edgcote PC updated the meeting on the Chipping Warden Relief Road Perimeter 
Track. In this case the Schedule 17 plan showed the perimeter track to be reinstated at the existing 
width, however what was begun to be constructed was a single lane track. This caused concern as it is a 
public footpath.  
 
HS2 Ltd explained that the private access does not form part of the Schedule 17 consent and that HS2 
has to meet best value for money. Discussions are ongoing with landowner about the perimeter track.  
 
There was a short discussion about delays to land swaps and landowner concerns in Aston le Walls and 
Boddington in particular. FoB are seeking to engage with HS2 to find a better way to engage with 
landowners to find a solution to the delays that could also be applied across the route.  
 
Action – HS2, FoB and landowners to arrange meeting to discuss further  
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Following a statement from Andrea Leadsom read by IM there was a discussion around the possibility of 
delays and cancellation of the HS2 project. RH has written to Tommy to ask what happens if HS2 is 
indeed cancelled.  
 
4. HS2 Road Safety Fund 
 
NCC outlined that detailed design was ongoing for the HS2 Road Safety Fund schemes and that it was 
hoped that a construction programme could be shared in the coming month or so.  
 
RH highlighted that with the change to an online solution at the A43, this would mean that the slip roads 
into Radstone would not be improved as part of the HS2 scheme. EK confirmed that a construction 
compound was still proposed to be accessed from the A43 and that the junction improvements required 
for this are still developing.  
 
Action – EK to give an update on A43 construction compound/ slip roads at a future meeting 
 
Brackley Town Council also identified that other VAS locations were put forward by Brackley Town 
Council. 
 
Action – NCC to check original email sent by Brackley Town Council for further details 
 
Aston le Walls raised concerns that the Aston le Walls footpath seemed a low priority and that other 
villages with similar impacts were being developed. NCC explained that feasibility was just on hold whilst 
further information about the number of HGVs using the Welsh Road was established from HS2 Ltd to 
ensure that the scheme can be justified as it will be an expensive scheme. IM assured Aston le Walls that 
it was a future aspiration to get the footpath delivered.  
 
5. AOB 
 
AB highlighted that a borrow pit (where excavated material is processed and then used for construction) 
has been identified at Finmere. EK confirmed that this was correct and that as part of the construction 
arrangements for building the railway and through feedback from Ground Investigation works an 
application to Oxfordshire County Council was being made (through the normal planning process as it is 
outside of the HS2 Act). NCC confirmed that HS2 have indicated that a borrow pit may also be needed in 
Northamptonshire, but have yet had no further information on location. Planning colleagues will deal 
with any applications for a borrow pit.  
 
AB also asked about the length of access roads are in Northamptonshire i.e. the site access road along 
the route of the railway line. EK did not know the exact length off hand but it will be broadly the same 
length as the haul road.  
 

Date of next meeting – TBC  


