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HS2 Liaison Group 
Venue: Boddington Village Hall 

Draft notes of the meeting held on 4th October 2019 at 1.30pm 
 
 

Representatives from the following organisations 
were present: 

Cllr Ian Morris – NCC (Chair)  
Harriet Raitt – Lower Thorpe 

Evenley PC 
Thorpe Mandeville PC 

Chipping Warden and Edgcote PC 
Greatworth PC 

Culworth PC 

Byfield PC  
Sulgrave PC 

Charlwelton PC 
Friends of Boddington 

Boddington PC 
Aston le Walls PC 
Farthinghoe PC 

Cllr Rosie Herring – SNC 
Moreton Pinkey PC 

Apologies:  
Chris Wragg (NCC) 

Andrea Leadsom MP 
Tommy Gilchrist – Andrea Leadsom’s Office 

Mark Stopps (Brackley Town Council) 
Alison Moses (Brackley Town Council) 

Karen Moore (Highways England) 
Tim Moss (Thorpe Mandeville) 

Andre Bodman (SNAG) 
Brian Sinclair (Evenley) 

Jeff Peyton-Bruhl (Evenley) 
Clive Hockley (Hinton-in-the-Hedges PM) 

Andrew Bodman (SNAG) 

  In Attendance: 
Esme Cushing (EC) – NCC (notes) 
Denis Winterbottom (DW) – SNC 

Chris James – Eiffage Kier JV 
Olaf Ernstsons – Highways England 
Jeremy Dixon – Highways England 

Catherine Brooks – Highways England 
Nisha Mejer – HS2 Ltd 
Tim Noble – HS2 Ltd 

Richard Aylmer – Fusion 
 

 
  

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
 
The notes of the last meeting were agreed as an accurate record.  
 
2. Matters Arising  
 
As Andrea Leadsom was not able to attend, IM read out a brief outline of what Andrea is progressing in 
relation to HS2 and other issues in South Northamptonshire. In summary, Andrea is meeting with the SoS 
Grant Shapps to discuss a number of issues including HS2 and Farthinghoe Bypass [copy of letter 
circulated with notes]. The main issues Andrea is highlighting with regards to HS2 is Land and Property 
team (around payments where land has been possessed). Andrea would like to pay tribute to the 
considerable efforts of Nisha Mejer to improve work through the community engagement team and this 
was echoed by others in the meeting.  
 
In terms of the Oakervee Review, Andrea attended the panel session in Parliament, however she was 
unable to speak due to the overwhelming number of MPs and Peers at the meeting. She will be following 
up with a written submission. Andrea welcomes that the clearance of ancient woodland has been halted. 
A number of constituents have written wanting a halt on all enabling works during the review, and so she 
has written on this point (although HS2 have stated they will not be doing so). She is aware that some 
residents particularly in Chipping Warden are not keen for all Enabling Works to be paused. 
 
The Prolonged Disturbance guidance has now been published but this only benefits urban areas. Friends 
of Boddington are continuing to pursue with HS2 Ltd more action in relation to prolonged disturbance in 
rural areas. They are planning a meeting with Luke Nipen soon to discuss further.  
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FoB are also meeting with Luke Nipen to discuss a blueprint for land compensation to speed up the 
process and land deals.  
 
Action – FoB to provide an update on prolonged disturbance and land compensation blueprint at the 
next meeting 
 
3. HS2 updates 
 
Community Engagement  
 
Nisha presented a number of slides [circulated with notes].  
 
The Oakervee Review is an independent review, the outcome of which is expected in the autumn 2019. 
HS2 Ltd are continuing as usual with the enabling works, including the highways improvements (Chipping 
Warden Relief Road, Aston le Walls, Sulgrave Road/B4525, Wardington and M40 J11) and other 
associated archaeological, land possession, environmental works. There was some discussion regarding 
the impacts on local residents and landowners of the HS2 project not going ahead or being paused. 
There was general concern around what this would mean for people living in South Northamptonshire. 
The HS2 Chairman’s Stocktake will feed into the conclusions of the Oakervee Review which will consider 
costs, timescales, jobs and education.  
 
Action – EC to arrange the next HS2 Liaison meeting so it falls after the review concludes   
 
HS2 Ltd continues to undertake community engagement with Parish Councils and other stakeholders 
including Silverstone Circuit. Visits and tours to the Heave Trial have been positive and other parish and 
town councils and schools are also planning to attend. There continues to be community investment 
days – the Forest School in Boddington is one example, volunteer days have been organised and a 
community walk at Sulgrave is planned.  
 
Richard Aylmer from Fusion who is taking an overall view of all Fusion works in C3, between Brackley and 
Southam gave a presentation. Buckingham Group are now on site and a programme of works has been 
developed. The anticipated start and finish dates are outlined below.  
 

Scheme Start Anticipated complete 

Chipping Warden Relief Road On site May 2020 

Welsh Road/ A361 October 2019 April 2020 

Sulgrave Road/ B4525 October 2019 Feb/March 2020 

Wardington  November 2019 April 2020 

M40 Junction 10 October 2019 Feb/March 2020 

 
As well as these works, trial holes taken place to determine the exact locations of utilities. An improved 
site access into Chipping Warden will be in place by end of the month.  
 
Traffic management for Chipping Warden RR and Welsh Road Junction is going through the various 
approval processes. The Chipping Warden drop in on 18th September was well attended. Will be some 
disruption which is unavoidable. A further drop is planned in Aston le Walls on 9th October. 
Representatives from Aston le Walls are very concerned in particular about the road closure of eight 
weeks that is being proposed for Welsh Road West. The diversion routes, in some instances, are quite 
significant due to the obligation to have ‘like for like’ diversions in place. Fusion explained that the longer 
road closures were due to the need to re-construct the road at the tie-ins between the new road and the 
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old road and the required depth of the sub-base – 800m from ground level so no choice but to close the 
road. Periods are the absolute maximum and will work to reduce where feasible.  
 
The intention is to sequence A361 closures. Villages affected by the diversions requested that they are 
kept informed so they know to expect additional traffic. This will be done by the commonplace website. 
 
Byfield raised the gas closures on Woodford Road in Byfield and the interaction between these works 
and any HS2 road closures.  
 
Action – Fusion to liaise further with NCC on road closures 
 
Main works 
 
Chris James from Eiffage Kier Main Works contractor gave an overview of progress since the last 
meeting. 
 
The EK team is growing from 150 in the Birmingham office to 170 and has opened a new office at the 
MoD in Bicester with around 40 people working from that site. Design work continues, noise, landscape 
design approvals are ongoing. Still developing traffic plans which will feed into the LTMPs.  
 
If there are any other people that are interested in visiting the Heave site then they are more than 
welcome – contact Chris directly if interested. Pioneering new technologies (GPS/ drones/ excavators 
etc) and low emission construction plant.  FoB noted that the site is not visible from the road and the 
number of vehicles there was quite a surprise (50 vehicles or so), but that it was very interesting and 
they and others extended their thanks to Chris and the team. 
 
Where the haul road/internal road crosses over existing roads, signals and barriers will be installed. 
These will not have an audible alarm.   
 
Chris talked through the latest thinking on lorry routes. At this stage no information on LGV volumes is 
being shared until further detailed discussions have been had with the County Council and other highway 
authorities. But Chris talked through the four proposed routes: 
 

• Route through Wormleighton to Heave site – approximate 12 months use. Not a major route, 
but will be used to put site access roads in (under 100 a day in each direction).  

• Chipping Warden Green Tunnel – access will be from M40 Junction 11 and A361 (no more than 
500 in each directions) – in breach if 501.  

• Access to Greatworth area to build Lower Thorpe – B4525 will be access route. Change to what 
Act proposed. Rather than going through Lower Thorpe, will access along B4525. In a similar 
way, there will be an access from the A43 to the B4525. This will help to balance the flow from 
both directions. In region of around 500 each way per day. 

• A43 from M40 Junction 10 and M1 – this will become the main route in and out as the project 
progresses. This is also the main route for where a lot of the precast concrete will come from.  

 
There will be two figures in the traffic plans – LGVs [Large Goods Vehicles – over 7.5t] and a combined 
LGV and car figure. The figures in the LTMPs will be the worst case. All LGVs vehicles will be tracked, so 
will know how many will have gone in and out. There will be a booking system for deliveries. 
 
The lorry routes are the only routes that LGVs will use. Other deliveries will be encouraged to use the 
same routes but may make sense for other routes to be used. Construction workers will be encouraged 
to use the lorry routes.  
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The M40 Junction 11 improvements consist of a new traffic light arm on Hennef Way out of Banbury, and 
upgrading the entire signalling system on the gyratory to a MOVA computer controlled system. HS2 Ltd 
only have to mitigate their increase in traffic.  Cllr Rosie Herring raised a concern that Cherwell District 
Council were not being engaged. HS2 Ltd confirmed that they had been in dialogue with OCC since 2015 
and Highways England, and will engage with Cherwell DC as soon as possible.  
 
The group raised concerns about current levels of traffic. HS2 Ltd explained that the undertaking and 
assurance is to mitigate HS2’s impact on the junction, which the modelling shows is achieved by the 
Hennef Way signals. However, the MOVA system (to improve the signal performance) provides an 
additional capacity increase in the order of 10%. The proposed mitigation has been consented by OCC.   
 
Access from M40 Junction 10 will use A43 to Westbury/ Mixbury and Brackley etc. Obligation to deal 
with slip roads on M40 Junction 10 - plan the junctions to make sure that it flows efficiently. Highways 
England are currently looking at the modelling and mitigation proposals. The initial proposals are to use 
white lining to provide an additional lanes on the approach, the circulatory and on the slip road. Still in 
discussions with Highways England/ OCC, planned to be on site early next year.  
 
Action – HS2 Ltd to make sure that Cherwell District are aware of M40 junction 11 proposals 
 
The access from the A43 is still subject to further discussion between EK/ NCC and Highways England 
regarding what will be left in terms of road improvements. Visibility splays etc. will need to meet 
standards. Other work is ongoing – ground investigations at the Heave site and small teams testing piles. 
  
Thorpe Mandeville asked whether there was any update on viaduct design. EK are still planning to 
present plans in approx. February 2020.  
 
Farthinghoe Parish Council raised concerns about increase in traffic through Farthinghoe from traffic 
diverting off other roads and that the bypass would not be in place in time. Cllr Ian Morris reiterated that 
Andrea Leadsom and NCC were still trying to progress the bypass. EK pointed out that no HS2 LGVs are 
routed through Farthinghoe and that by balancing the numbers using the B4525 from both ends will help 
to mitigate the impacts on the A422, but appreciated that it will remain a concern for the village.  
 
At Planning Forum local authorities were informed that there will be engagement on common design 
options soon (related to design of noise barriers, overbridges etc.) and the parameters that will be used 
to design them along the route.  

 
3. HS2 Road Safety Fund 
 
EC gave a short update on progress.  
 
Detailed design and cost estimates have now been completed for the following civils schemes:  

• Charwelton traffic calming   £299,360 

• Brackley pedestrian refuge   £22,000 

• Upper Boddington footway   £106,163 

• Whitfield traffic calming    £9,492 

• Farthinghoe signal improvements  £95,516  
• Byfield new crossings and priority working £260,294 

• Thorpe Mandeville footway   £80,000 

• Evenley chicane works    £35,000 

And VAS schemes at:  

• Lower Boddington, Upper Boddington, Badby, Brackley, Byfield,  
Charlwelton, Chipping Warden, Thorpe Mandeville, Culworth,   £50,360 
Whitfield, Croughton and Greatworth      
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This leaves £609,311 remaining funding from the £1,650,000.  
 
Over the coming months we will undertake the feasibility/cost estimate for Aston le Walls footway/bus 
stop improvement, discuss further with HS2 regarding Helmdon crossroads, keep Greatworth footpaths 
under review and review impacts on Hinton-in-the-Hedges during construction. 
 
The schemes have to go through internal NCC approvals and then an application will be made to HS2 for 
£948k. Hoping to start on site early next year (subject to HS2 approval).   
 
 

Date of next meeting – TBC 


