
Chairman’s Report to Village Hall AGM 2019 

 

It has been a challenging twelve months for village hall trustees, but it is pleasing to report 

that the hall is in safe hands. Early on in the period we lost a Trustees, Chris Hart, who left 

the village and welcomed a new trustee, Kim Golding. Kim has taken on responsibility for 

managing the Village Hall Club. Once again, we would like to express our gratitude to Chris 

Hart who represented the ERA and who was responsible for external maintenance of the 

village hall.  

We replaced the boiler, but then encountered a major problem with pressure dropping in 

the heating system resulting in the floor being dug up to locate an underground leak. Whilst 

some hall users may have suffered minor inconvenience whilst this work was carried out, 

we did not have to cancel any sessions. We again thank hall users for their patience and 

tolerance. Having overcome that challenge, we finished the period with the village hall 

having to close, a precaution measure taken to protect against the Covid 19 Pandemic. 

Trustees would like to thank hall users for their understanding in those early days and the 

donations that some user groups and individuals made to assist us financially. 

We started the year following the 2019 AGM making good progress on the five-year plan 

and published a progress report in October, which appears on the village hall web site under 

the management – mission statement tabs.  In addition to the new boiler, improvements 

have included a new skylight, further redecoration and replacement of floor covering and 

the launch of our own dedicated village hall web site, 

http://www.evenleyvillagehall.info/which enables us to implement changes to content and 

share information more quickly.  

The village hall management committee has continued to ensure that we provide a first 

class, safe, accessible, well maintained and well-presented village hall and meet the aims 

and objectives of our mission statement. To that end, the hall has been well used over the 

last twelve months with varied day time activities covering each weekday and clubs and 

societies using the hall most evenings with many bookings for private events taking place at 

weekends. Much thanks go to the Booking Clerk, Joyce Stevens for her hard work; we were 

doing extremely well until the enforced closure. 

http://www.evenleyvillagehall.info/


The Treasurers Report provides more detail of our year end financial situation but we are 

appreciative of Tony Stevens financial management, which has enabled us to go into lock 

down without any major concerns of our financial survival. 

Despite closure since April, regular health and safety checks and minor maintenance has 

continued, carried out by Mike Bosher who regularly visits the hall on a weekly basis. 

Covid 19 has prevented us from holding an AGM this year. Based upon advice taken from 

ACRE the existing trustees have agreed to continue in their posts until such time as elections 

can take place. That said, we have not been overwhelmed with residents wishing to become 

trustees during the last twelve months and have continued to operate with one vacancy for 

an elected trustee and one representative trustees. 

Various Trustees have been busy during the course of the year meeting with ACRE, the 

Chairman and Vice Chairman of Evenley Parish Council, the Local Fire Officer, contractors, 

advisors, neighbours and of course prospective hall users. Despite the current situation, 

trustees continue to carry out village hall duties and communicate with each other by email 

and telephone as issues arise. 

Eric Millard 

Chairman – Evenley Village Hall 

 

Footnote: Following the period covered by this report, we welcomed Derek Haynes as a new 

trustee, representing the ERA. Derek has volunteered to take responsibility for external 

maintenance. 

 


