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BASIS OF REPORT 

This document has been prepared by SLR with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the manpower, timescales and 
resources devoted to it by agreement with Acorn Bioenergy Ltd (the Client) as part or all of the services it has been appointed by the 
Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any 
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party 
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied 
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information set 
out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on 
any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole document 
and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.  
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 Introduction  

Acorn Bioenergy Ltd (Acorn) intends to apply to West Northamptonshire Council for 
planning permission to construct and operate an anaerobic digestion facility on land to 
the west of the A43 near Evenley. The site location is shown on Drawing ELM-SCR-0001 
and ELM-SCR-0002. 

The proposed development would be located on agricultural land immediately west of the A43 and north of the 
B4031, south west of Evenley. In addition to the hardstanding required for the AD facility, a new access track 
would be constructed to provide site access from the B4031.  The total site area is approximately 5.66Ha and the 
proposed development would accept in the region of 98,000 tonnes per annum of feedstock from local farms.   

The proposed development does not fall wholly within the categories of development listed in Schedule 2 of the 
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations).  However, 
given its similarity to energy and waste developments which are within the scope of Schedule 2, this Screening 
Report has been prepared to accompany a request to the local planning authority to determine whether or not 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required. 

Acorn has appointed SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) to undertake a screening study and prepare this report to 
accompany a request to the local planning authority to firstly, determine whether or not the proposed 
development constitutes ‘Schedule 2 development’ as provided for by the EIA Regulations and thereafter, if 
required, to adopt a Screening Opinion under Regulation 6(1) of the EIA Regulations as to whether or not the 
proposed development is ‘EIA development’ 

In accordance with the EIA Regulations, this request for West Northamptonshire Counci2 to adopt a Screening 
Opinion is accompanied by: 

(a) a description of the location of the development, including a plan sufficient to identify the land (see 
Section 2 and Drawings ELM-SCR-0001 and ELM-SCR-0002); 

(b) a description of the proposed development, including in particular— 

(i) a description of the physical characteristics of the proposed development and, where 
relevant, of demolition works (see Section 3); 

(ii) a description of the location of the proposed development, with particular regard to the 
environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected (see Section 3); 

(c) a description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the proposed 
development (see Section 5); and 

(d) a description of any likely significant effects, to the extent of the information available on such effects, 
of the proposed development on the environment resulting from— 

(i) the expected residues and emissions and the production of waste, where relevant (see 
Section 5); 

(ii) the use of natural resources, in particular soil, land, water and biodiversity (see Section 5). 

1.1 Purpose of this Report  

This report is intended to engage West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) in pre-application consultation in 
respect of the proposed application and in this regard the report sets out a description of the proposed 
development and outlines the format of the planning application that is intended to be made. 
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The report is also intended to provide WNC with the necessary information to adopt a Screening Opinion under 
the provisions of the EIA Regulations as to whether or not the proposed development constitutes EIA 
development.   

1.2 Report Structure  

Following this introductory section, the remainder of this report comprises the following Sections: 

Section 2  Site and Surrounding: describes the location, setting and physical characteristics of the site and 
describes baseline features in and around the site; 

Section 3  Proposed Development: provides an outline of the proposed development and the rationale for 
the development; 

Section 4  EIA Screening: provides details on the approach to the screening study and describes the 
specialist studies that will be undertaken as a result of the screening exercise, irrespective of 
whether or not EIA is required; 

Section 5  Environmental Topics: describes the specialist environmental studies that are proposed to be 
undertaken to assess the impact of the proposed development on the environment and notes 
those aspects to be scoped out of assessment; 

Section 6  Planning Application: outlines the proposed structure of the planning application. 

Section 7  Planning Policy: identifies the development plan and provides a list of policy and guidance to be 
considered.  

Section 8  Conclusion.  

Drawings referred to in the main text are included in this report in Appendix 01 and comprise:   

• Site Location Plan; 

• Proposed Red Line Boundary Plan; 

• Environmental Constraints Plan; 

1.3 Acorn Bioenergy Ltd  

Acorn Bioenergy is committed to decarbonising hard-to-abate sectors by unlocking the full potential of 
biomethane production in the UK. They plan to make an immediate impact by reducing transport, industry and 
agriculture CO2 emissions, commencing in 2023. 

Acorn Bioenergy creates & procures biogas from anaerobic digestion facilities in the UK and upgrades it to 
biomethane. They transport the biomethane from the anaerobic digestion facility to its point of use, utilising 
biomethane-powered trucks. The low carbon biomethane will be directly used as an alternative fuel to power 
vehicles and also injected into the gas grid to create renewable heat. 

The use of biomethane in “hard-to-abate” sectors is a critical step in the world’s journey to Net Zero. It is a 
mature and well understood fuel that can be used today as a carbon-negative source of energy for heating while 
hydrogen and electrification solutions are developed. A small proportion of the biomethane produced at Acorn’s 
plans would also be used in HGVs which delivers a reduction of equivalent carbon emissions of more than 70% 
compared against diesel-fuelled HGVs. 
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1.4 SLR Consulting Ltd  

SLR is a Registered Environmental Assessor Member of the Institute of Environmental Management and 
Assessment (IEMA) and holder of the EIA Quality Mark (http://www.iema.net/qmark). SLR is also a Registered 
Organisation validated by the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA), a member of the Association of Geotechnical and 
Geo-environmental Specialists, a Landscape Institute (LI) Registered Practice and a Member of the Anaerobic 
Digestion and Bioresources Association (ABDA).  

The company has significant experience in the preparation of planning applications and undertaking EIA for a 
wide variety of projects, including renewable energy, waste, minerals and infrastructure developments. 

Further information on SLR can be found on its corporate website at www.slrconsulting.com. 

 Site and Surroundings  

Drawings ELM-SCR-0002 and ELM-SCR-0003 shows the site location and constraints. The site is shown edged red 
in Drawing ELM-SCR-00002 below. 

 

2.1 Site Location and Access  

The 5.66 Ha (13.99) acre site is a broadly rectangular arable field in open countryside, adjacent to the A43. The 
A43 is dual carriageway in this location and is part of the Strategic Road Network (SRN) managed by National 
Highways. The site centre is X457482 , Y233996. 

http://www.iema.net/qmark
http://www.slrconsulting.com/
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The site is currently accessed via an informal access on to the A43, which in turns provides direct access to 
Brackley to the north and Bicester to the south. The access to the AD facility is proposed to be via a new access 
from the B4031 to the south, across land owned by the farmer. The B4031 joins the A43 at a roundabout further 
east. 

2.2 The Proposed Development Site  

The land is Grade 3 agricultural land which is ‘good to moderate quality’ arable land and in Flood Zone 1 (low 
risk). Part of the eastern edge of the site is covered by the Drinking Water Safeguard Zone. 

The site is entirely within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ). 

The site is bound by a native hedge, which separates it from arable land to the north and west and the A43 to 
the east. To the south is an area of mixed grassland and woodland (The Grove), which appears to be connected 
to the nearest residential property, Barley Mow Farm, which comprises a number of dwellings, including Barley 
Mow Barn Farm and Paddock House. The rear elevation of the most northerly Barley Mow Farm dwelling is 
approximately 280m from the south eastern boundary of the site.  

An 11kV overhead electricity line, owned by Western Power Distribution (WPD) crosses the centre of the site. 

2.3 Surrounding Area  

The surrounding area is rural in character, however, the presence of the A43 affects the tranquillity of site and 
immediate surroundings. 

RAF Croughton is located approximately 1.5km south west of the site, on the far side of the B4031. 

2.3.1 Public Rights of Way 

A public footpath crosses land to the north of the site boundary and links the B4031 to Evenley. 

2.4 Site History  

A review of the interactive policy map for West Northamptonshire Council has not identified any policy 
constraints. However, the site was recently put forward for residential development (3,500 homes) in the West 
Northamptonshire Strategic Land Availability Assessment September 2021. The Council decided not to take this 
site forward for detailed assessment. 

The site has only one planning application relating to it and that related to the overhead power lines. 

There have been a number of applications relating to the conversion of farm buildings at Barley Mow Farm to 
residential properties. 

Planning application ref. WNS/2021/1564/MAF for the creation of a base main gate at RAF Croughton, including 
the formation of a new access onto the B4031 and associated buildings was submitted to NWC in September 
2021 and is awaiting a decision.  
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 Proposed Development  

The proposed development would consist of approximately 6ha of developed area and approximately 300m of 
new access track to link the site to the B4031.   

The AD facility would accept in the region of 98,000 tonnes per annum of feedstock from local farms.   

The proposed development would generate biomethane (biogas) which will be processed before being removed 
from the site by tanker to a central facility where it will be injected into the national grid. The AD facility would 
have the capacity to produce approximately 17,000,000m3 of biogas per annum; this would result in 
approximately 9,000,000m3 of upgraded biomethane. A second output of the anaerobic digestion process is 
digestate, which will be used on local farms in place of raw manures and artificial fertilisers.  

The gas upgrading process would also result in the production of CO2 as a natural by-product.  This is often vented 
to atmosphere by AD plant operators, where the main goal is the production of biomethane. Acorn, however, 
wishes to further reduce its impact on climate change and sees this product as a precious resource. All Acorn’s 
AD plants will be fitted with the equipment required to capture the clean CO2 to a food grade level standard, 
which makes it suitable for almost all industrial and commercial applications in the UK.  Upgraded CO2 would be 
liquefied and transported by road to end users, ideally located locally. 

All rainwater would be collected on site for use in the AD process, to avoid the need to use mains water in the 
process. 

3.1 Rationale for the Proposed Development  

The proposed development comprises the construction and operation of an anaerobic digestion (AD) facility, 
which will process rotational arable crops (including straw) and manures to generate low-carbon biomethane.  
The low-carbon biomethane would be injected into the gas grid to create renewable heat as well as a small 
proportion being directly used as an alternative fuel to power vehicles.  The proposed facility would produce 
enough green gas to meet the heating demand of the equivalent of c. 8000 UK homes  and also injected into the 
gas grid to create renewable heat.  Running an HGV on biomethane delivers a reduction of equivalent carbon 
emissions of more than 70% compared to diesel-fuelled HGVs.       

The combination of auditing and carefully managing carbon emission from all the feedstocks used, combined 
with the capture of clean food standard CO2 from the digestion process; results in a development which is overall 
negative in terms of greenhouse gas emissions.  The carbon intensity of the biomethane injected into the grid 
and used for heating is c.9000tonnes of CO2e per annum compared to the standard UK gird emissions of c.24,000 
tonnes of CO2e.  This lower carbon intensity alongside the CO2 capture and upgrading results in a 116% reduction 
in greenhouse gas intensity and a total saving of c.28,000 tonnes of CO2e per annum, which is equivalent to the 
CO2 sequestered annually by 1.3million trees. 

The resources used by the AD process include crops grown at Elm Tree Farm and other farms in the immediate 
surrounding area.  It would also use wet dairy slurry and other manures from the other farms, as well as chicken 
manures and other agricultural by-products from the surrounding area.  The anaerobic digestion plant would 
essentially recycle these inputs and produce a fertiliser which would be spread on local farmland and surrounding 
farmsteads, assisting the growth of other crops. As well as allowing farmers to save on fertiliser costs, the use of 
digestate as fertiliser mitigates supply risk associated with synthetic fertilisers, the majority of which are 
produced outside of the UK. 

AD offers massive benefits to the local farms supplying silage crops and taking digestate by allowing a suitable 
economically viable break crop to be grown in wheat rotations which assists with weed management (in 
particular black-grass) and acts as a replacement for oil seed rape which is adversely affected by flea beetle.  
Crops grown in rotation reduce greenhouse gas emissions because of the lower amount of Nitrogen fertiliser 
required.   
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3.2 Development Description  

The proposed AD facility would be located on agricultural land belonging to Elm Tree Farm and used to treat c. 
98,000tpa of agricultural feedstock.  The feedstock would likely comprise the following:  

• silage (rye, maize and grass);  

• straw;  

• dairy slurry;  

• farmyard manure; and  

• poultry litter.   
 

The feedstock would be transported to site in tractors and HGVs from surrounding farms and once at the site, 
would undergo a process of controlled decomposition (anaerobic digestion) within the proposed facility.  The 
process produces biomethane (biogas) which would be stored on site prior to being transported by tanker to a 
central gas injection point. The resultant digestate would be used as an agricultural fertiliser. CO2 suitable for 
almost all industrial and commercial applications in the UK would also be produced. 

The primary components of the proposed development would include: 

• digestate lagoons with a storage capacity of c.23,650m³; 

• five large digester tanks with storage capacity of 35,000m³ with straight wall height of 9m with a gas 
dome on top of between 7.5 and 8.5 m; 

• silage clamp area measuring 15,250m2; 

• straw storage building and bunker measuring c. 67m x 14m;  

• chicken litter storage building measuring c. 26m x 19.5m;  

• a new site access road from the B4031; 

• biomethane off take vehicle bay; 

• weighbridge and site office; 

• staff welfare unit (canteen, showers, toilets) 

• rainwater harvesting lagoon c.2,000m3; 

• staff car parking spaces and 4 x trailer bays; 

• HGV manoeuvring area; 

• fuel tank storage; 

• wheelwash area; 

• site boundary fence (likely to be palisade or similar with secure access gates).  

Other proposed development equipment and components include: 

• 2 x feeder hoppers; 

• liquid storage tanks; 

• gas flare; 

• extracting stations;  

• associated pumps; 

• chiller;  

• LNG tank; 

• biogas upgrading and CO2 recovery unit; 

• 2 x CO2 tanks; 

• propane tanks; 

• grid entry unit; 

• 2 x combined heat and power (CHP) units; 

• 2 x compressors;  



Acorn Bioenergy Ltd  
Elm Tree Farm, Evenley AD EIA Screening Report  

 

 
SLR Ref No: 404.11923.00002  

April 2022 

 

 
Page 7 

 

 

 

• heat exchanger; and 

• swale. 
 

Plate 3-1 illustrates a typical on-farm AD facility to provide an idea of the scale and appearance of the 
development. The gas domes on top of the digester tanks rise and fall depending on the amount of gas within 
the tanks. 

Plate 3-1 

Typical On-farm AD Facility  

 

3.3 Operational Hours  

The AD process would be 24/7.  The facility would be staffed as required during the hours of 07:00 – 19:00 
Monday – Sunday, except during peak harvest periods when working hours would be extended as necessary.  A 
supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) system would monitor the facility when it is not manned.   

Deliveries of crops to the site would be determined by the harvest.  Harvests are ordinarily completed on a 
campaign basis therefore during the peak harvest periods delivery hours would be in line with standard 
agricultural harvest-time activity. 

It is anticipated that the remaining vehicle movements (e.g. delivery of agricultural by-products and export of 
digestate) into and out of the site would generally be limited to the following hours: 

• Monday – Friday 07:00 – 18:00; and 
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• Saturday 07:00 – 13:00.  

The compressed biomethane would be loaded directly onto trailers at the loading bays. Each trailer would take 
approx. 10 hours to fill. Therefore, a biomethane trailer would leave the site every 10 hours, including overnight. 

3.4 Site Access, Traffic and Parking  

Access to the site would be via an existing field access off the B4031. The access would be improved to 
ensure it met the requirements of HGV vehicles and these improvements would include hard surfacing and 
the construction of a bell mouth and the required visibility splays. 

To ensure site security, the entrance would be secured by a locked gate out of hours. Parking spaces and 
manoeuvring space would be carefully considered to ensure that no vehicles would need to queue to get 
into the site. 

3.5 Drainage  

The site drainage scheme would be designed so that clean water drains to attenuation ponds/swales. Dirty water 
would be collected and diverted to the silage clamp/process for re use. A Drainage Report would be prepared in 
line with the recommendations set out in Section 5.8 Water Environment. The associated Surface Water 
Management Plan will be submitted alongside the Flood Risk Assessment as part of the Planning Application. 

3.6 Fuel Storage 

The proposed fuel storage area would be bunded with a capacity of at least 110% of the largest tank. 

3.7 Lighting  

A degree of lighting would be required during hours of darkness to ensure the safety of site staff during normal 
working hours through the winter months.  Lighting would not normally be required outside of the normal 
working day as the site would be managed remotely by a single operator during the night. Lighting would be 
designed to avoid light spill outside of the site and would be directed away from hedgerows and trees.  

3.8 Security and Fencing  

The AD facility would be enclosed by means of a palisade (or similar) fencing with double leaf vehicle access gates 
and a pedestrian access gate.  CCTV may be required but its location would be carefully designed. 

3.9 Landscaping  

Topsoil and subsoils stripped from the site would be formed into screening bunds. As well as reducing views into 
the site, the bunds can be seeded with an appropriate wildflower mix and planted with native trees, to deliver 
biodiversity net gain. 

Native hedge and tree planting are proposed around the site, where currently there are clear views into the site. 

3.10 Employment  

The proposed development would provide employment for six FTE staff members.  During construction, it is 
anticipated that c.100 FTE jobs would be created over the project period including all third parties on and off 
site.    
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 EIA Screening  

4.1 Introduction  

An EIA screening study has been carried out by SLR, following the practice described in Government guidance on 
EIA1 and taking account of the best practice guidelines from IEMA. 

The remainder of this section sets out the screening assessment of the proposed development in order to assist 
WNC in adopting a Screening Opinion as prescribed by the EIA Regulations. 

4.2 Approach to the Screening Study 

The screening study has comprised a desk-based appraisal that has considered datasets from a variety of sources 
including online resources, Ordnance Survey mapping and Development Plans. The desk-based appraisal has 
been complemented by the use of Geographic Information System (GIS) technology to collate and identify 
potential environmental receptors and environmental designations that may be affected by the proposed 
development.  The GIS datasets comprise details of ecologically important sites, sites of archaeological and/or 
cultural heritage importance, landscape designations and other important receptors (dwellings and 
watercourses etc.). 

4.3 Considering EIA Regulations Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 

In considering the requirement for EIA, it is necessary to firstly determine whether the proposed development 
is listed in either Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations. Government guidance on EIA includes a process 
diagram for applying Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations as a way of establishing whether a 
development requires EIA2. 

The proposed development is not of a type described in Schedule 1 of the EIA Regulations, nor is the proposed 
development within a ‘sensitive area’ as defined in Regulation 2(1) of the EIA Regulations and in this regard the 
development is not of a type requiring mandatory EIA. 

The proposed development does not fall easily within any of the categories within Schedule 2 of the EIA 
Regulations.  The proposed development is for an on-farm AD facility.  Part 1 of Schedule 2 deals with Agriculture 
and aquaculture, but the proposed development is not of a type listed in sub-parts (a) to (e).   

It is acknowledged that AD facilities can be used to generate electricity, however, the proposed development 
does not include electricity production and is therefore not an “Industrial installation for the production of 
electricity, steam and hot water” as envisaged by Part 3(a).   

The feedstock for the proposed development includes crops (such as silage and straw) as well as agricultural by-
products (e.g. farm yard manure and poultry litter).  The agricultural by-products form c.40% of the feedstock 
total.  It is considered that the proposed development does not fall within paragraph 11(b) “Installations for the 
disposal of waste (unless included in Schedule 1)” of Schedule 2 as the feedstock is not predominantly waste 
products.  It is therefore concluded that the proposed development falls outside the remit of the EIA Regulations, 
does not require to be screened and EIA is not required.  However, should West Northamptonshire Council 
consider that the proposed development is a ‘Schedule 2 development’ this report provides sufficient 
information for a Screening Opinion to be adopted.   

______________________ 

1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment#Screening-Schedule-2-projects  
2 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630686/eia-flow1.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment#Screening-Schedule-2-projects
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630686/eia-flow1.pdf
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The fact that a potential development may exceed the indicative thresholds or criteria set out in Schedule 2 does 
not mean that an EIA will be required; the key test is whether there is a likelihood of any significant 
environmental effects occurring as a result of the development by virtue of factors such as its nature, size or 
location.  When screening Schedule 2 projects, the local planning authority must take account of the selection 
criteria in Schedule 3 of the Regulations.  Not all of the criteria will be relevant in every case.  Each case should 
be considered on its own merits in a balanced way. 

The following discussion provides relevant information on the intended planning application to inform a 
systematic assessment (in the context of EIA Regulations Schedule 3) as to whether the proposed development 
is likely to be EIA development.  An EIA Screening Checklist has been completed and appended to this report 
(Appendix 02).  

Section 5 provides discussion of each of the environmental topics in turn and outlines the proposed scope of 
environmental studies for each.   
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 Consideration of the potential environmental effects  

5.1 Air Quality  

Neither the site nor the surrounding area are covered by an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). The nearest 
residential receptor is approximately 280m away from the south eastern site boundary.  The Wind Rose for RAF 
Croughton shows that the main wind direction in this area is to the south west. 

There is the potential for construction dust associated with the proposed development which could potentially 
affect the closest sensitive residential receptors however best practice mitigation measures would be employed 
to limit the potential for impact.   

There is potential for odour and bioaerosol emissions from the proposed development and mitigation and 
management measures would be included within the design.  

A desk-based Odour Assessment would be produced to accompany the planning application. An Odour 
Management Plan may be necessary, and this could be secured via a suitable planning condition.  

Desk-based screening assessments would be undertaken for traffic and fugitive dust emissions, to determine the 
likely impacts against indicative IAQM criteria to ascertain the need for any further assessment. It is possible that 
a Dust Management Plan may be necessary and this could be secured via a suitable planning condition. 

On the basis of the information available there is nothing to indicate that the emerging proposals would give rise 
to likely impacts of significance in air quality terms which cannot be avoided or prevented as part of the 
application proposals. 

5.2 Cultural Heritage  

Archaeological Baseline Summary 

A geophysical survey has been undertaken at the site. 

Prehistoric  

No Prehistoric remains or finds have been identified by initial HER assessment. However, cropmark features likely 
to represent prehistoric features are present and geophysical results show features which are consistent with 
Prehistoric/Roman enclosure systems in the south of the site.  

Roman  

No Roman remains are identified by the HER.  

Medieval  

The Astwick deserted Medieval village and moated site is listed as a scheduled monument (1002898) and is 
situated c. 500m north and west of the site. Saxon sites are listed in the HER on the east side of the A43 adjacent 
to the site.  

Overview  

Geophysical and cropmark evidence, as well as proximity to Early Medieval and High Medieval sites, suggest high 
archaeological potential within the site. 

Designated Assets 
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Single listed building, a WWII fighter pen at RAF Croughton (1403308) is present on the southwestern extent of 
the 1km study area. The Astwick DMV/moated site scheduled monument is closer but has little intervisibility as 
a result of hedge/tree lines and its lower elevation compared to the site 

Key Risks 

Primarily archaeological in nature, potential for impact on ancient heritage assets. The next steps are to liaise 
with the County Archaeologist, to determine the scope of works for evaluation WSI. 

5.3 Ecology  

There are no Ramsar, SPA, SAC, SSSI, NNR and LNR within 2km of the site. A Local Wildlife Site is located in 
the woodland that makes up the site of the medieval village of Astwick to the north west of the site. 

The construction of the AD facility is likely to involve piling and other construction activity, which may generate 
noise and vibration, and minor emissions to air. There is also the potential for contaminated site run-off, 
especially suspended solids, and dust. The operation of the development will also involve some noise and human 
activity, and the site is likely to have some night-time lighting. 

A site walkover was completed by a qualified ecologist in February 2022 and the observations are as follows: 

• Any loss of hedgerow will need to be compensated for by providing  
 new hedgerow on a like by like basis; 

• Sufficient distance needs to be kept between hedgerow and proposed development (5-10m) and trees 
(root protection area to be  assessed by an arboriculturist); 

• Any lighting on hedgerow/mature trees should be avoided as these  are important commuting features 
for bats – a wildlife friendly lighting scheme will need to be designed; 

• Any clearance of vegetation should be undertaken outside of the  nesting bird season (taken to run 
from March to September) or following confirmation of absence of nesting birds by an ecologist 

• 10m buffer should be left around watercourse and an appropriate landscape plan should be designed 
for the buffer. 

Further Ecological Surveys 

eDNA surveys of the four ponds within 500m of the site are required to confirm the presence/likely absence of 
great crested newts in the area. 

With the application of standard and bespoke mitigation, it will be possible to avoid significant negative impacts 
on the site. The requirements for further survey, mitigation and compensation will be determined via a 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA).  

5.4 Geology and Hydrogeology 

Published British Geological Survey (BGS) maps indicate that the site bedrock geology across most of the Site 
consists of the Bladon Member – Limestone with: 

• Forest Marble Formation – Limestone and mudstone, interbedded in the north western and  northern 
boundary; and 

• Bladon Member – Mudstone and limestone, interbedded across a limited area along the  south eastern 
Site boundary and the southern part of the proposed access road. 

There are no recorded superficial deposits across the Site. 
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Soil composition1 across the Site is described as ‘freely draining lime-rich loamy soils’. Groundwater vulnerability 
across the site is therefore designated as High, with Soluble Rock Risk 8. The site does not lie within a 
groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). 

The Natural England Agricultural Land Classification provisionally classifies the soils that overlay the application 
site as Grade 3: Good to Moderate. 

5.5 Landscape and Visual  

National Character Area 

The Site and its 2 km Site boundary lie within NCA 107 Cotswolds. The 5 km Study Area extends into NCA 188 
Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire Claylands to the south / east.  

Local Authority Landscape Character 

The Site lies within LCA 10a Croughton, Aynho and Farthinghoe Plateau (Northamptonshire Current Landscape 
Character Assessment, 2005). To the north / northwest and southeast the landscape is categorised as LCA 10a 
Middleton Cheyney and Woodford Halse.  

LCA 10a is described as follows “The plateau landscapes are sparsely settled with a strong agricultural character, 
with large scale arable fields predominating, and smaller scale improved pastures evident around settlements. 
Despite scattered woodland blocks and hedgerow trees, the elevated plateau landscape allows wide, panoramic 
views over the surrounding area. Military airfields and communications infrastructure are also a distinctive part 
of the landscape.” 

Specific reference is made to development constraints which whilst applicable to villages are of relevance to the 
Site. The LCA states that the large amounts of development should be avoided, the characteristic pattern and 
mix of field patterns and distinction between small / intricate and more geometric patterns should be conserved. 
“Development that would intrude on the skyline should be resisted in view of the openness and high visibility of 
the elevated plateau landscape.”  

The remaining Study Area falls within Cherwell District, the landscape of which is covered by the Oxfordshire 
Wildlife and Landscape Study.  

Landscape Designations 

Ancient woodland / TPOs: Within the 5 km Study Area are areas of  ancient woodland which are more prevalent 
to the south and southwest. There are no TPOs within or edging the Site.  

Registered Common / CROW land: There is a small area of CROW land to the west of the Site and beyond 2 km.  

Note:  A Special Landscape Area was proposed and would have included the site.  However, this was scoped out, 
as referred to in a Review of Special Landscape Areas in South Northamptonshire, June 2017. Northamptonshire  
Landscape Current Character Assessment supersedes the SLA  designations albeit saved within the South 
Northamptonshire Landscape Policy 

Likely visual receptors include the following: 

• Residential / Community: Individual properties lie within 0.5 km of the Site and include three properties 
to the south and two to the east, east of the A43. These include Barley Mow Farm (circ 0.25 km), Barley 
Mow Farm Barn and Paddock House adjacent to Barley Mow Farm on the B4031. Slade Farm which lies 
off the A421 (circ 0.32 km east) and properties in Evenley, on the far side of the A43, to the northeast.  
 

• Users of PRoWs may experience views including users of the footpath and bridleway to the north and 
northeast respectively.  
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• Users of the local road network including the A43 to the east and B4031 to the south may experience 
views. 

In summary, the site is open and likely to be visible from a wide area. Therefore, substantial mitigation would be 
required to integrate the development into the landscape. This would include the strengthening of eastern 
boundary planting and soil bunding and planting around the site boundary, to create a woodland boundary. 
There may also be an opportunity to set the development down into the ground by several metres.  

In order to assess and better understand the impacts the proposed development would have on the surrounding 
area a desk top assessment of existing planning policy, landscape character assessments and designations will 
be carried out. The site and its context would be appraised and photographs taken from representative 
viewpoints, assessing character and considering the potential for development and mitigation. The extent of 
fieldwork and location of the viewpoints will be led by a desktop review of OS and aerial mapping.  A study area 
of approximately 2km radius from the centre of the site is considered sufficient. The principles set out in the 
current Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA3) will be applied, albeit within the scope 
of an ‘appraisal’ rather than full Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA).  A Landscape and Visual 
Appraisal Report will accompany the planning application. 

5.6 Noise and Vibration  

Major roads border the site and the noise from the strategic A34 dual carriageway and the adjacent A272 is 
audible at the site and detracts from the tranquillity of the otherwise rural area. As a result of the major road 
bordering the site to the east) the operation of the plant is not anticipated to have a significant  noise impact.  

Once operational, the digester tanks will emit only low levels of noise pollution, which can often be equal to or 
below typical day and night time background levels even in relatively rural areas. As a result, once operational, 
the potential for effects on noise sensitive receptors, from the AD facility is considered to be limited and unlikely 
to be significant.  

Construction related noise arising predominantly from HGV movements would be both temporary, and within 
restricted hours. Construction activities, including deliveries, would be expected to occur Monday to Friday, with 
reduced hours on Saturday for the duration of the construction period. There would be no construction activities 
undertaken on Sundays or bank holidays without prior approval.  

Although limited, any operational noise associated with the proposed development would be assessed via a 
noise impact assessment.  The noise assessment would be informed by baseline noise monitoring.  

The noisiest operation at the AD facility would be the unloading and handling of waste and feedstock. If the noise 
assessment concluded that noise from these activities would be audible at the nearest properties, the hours 
during which these operations can take place could be limited by condition. 

On the basis of the information available there is nothing to indicate that the emerging proposals would give rise 
to likely impacts of significance in noise terms which cannot be avoided or prevented as part of the application 
proposals. 

5.7 Traffic and Transportation  

An SLR Transport Planner has visited the site and surrounding highway network and has noted that there are 
HGV restrictions to the west of the site through Croughton and also ‘No HGV Parking’ near the A43 Roundabout. 

An Automatic Traffic Count (ATC) has been scheduled for early March and accident data has been requested. 

It is anticipated that construction of the proposed AD facility would take approximately 70 weeks and require 
c.100 onsite construction workers during the peak construction phase.  
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It is anticipated that approximately 350 HGV deliveries would be required during the construction of the 
proposed development. This would equate to an anticipated maximum of no more than five HGVs accessing the 
site per day (10 two-way movements per day). 

During operation it is anticipated that there would be 4000 annual vehicle movements associated with the 
development, which would equate to an average of 10 movements per day.  However, due to the nature of the 
feedstock, deliveries would follow seasonal patterns.  

It should be noted that existing farming operations involving movement of feedstock materials already 
contribute to existing traffic on the local road network; there would be a redistribution of these movements as 
a result of the proposed development.  Based on the currently available information, significant effects on the 
surrounding highway network are considered unlikely.   

The traffic movements would be considered within a Transport Statement which would accompany the planning 
application.  

Proposed Site Access 

Direct access off the A43 for the proposed development would be unacceptable, therefore, the proposed access 
would be via the existing field entrance to the south, which will be upgraded to accommodate the necessary 
vehicle turning requirements, with a new internal track to serve the site.  

The proposed site access would be designed to ensure that there would be no impacts on the free-flow of traffic 
on the B4031 Buckingham Road. The proposed site access should allow for the worst-case vehicle (in terms of 
size/turning requirements) to gain access at the same time as an equivalent vehicle is waiting to exit. There 
should also be sufficient capacity within the access road to enable ensure that it operates efficiently and stacking 
back onto the highway does not occur. It is therefore recommended that the initial 60m (at least) of the site 
access road supports two lanes to allow for three maximum sized HGVs to queue on egress as necessary. 
Thereafter a single lane access with passing bays may be appropriate.  

SLR will be seeking pre-application highways advice to confirm requirements and any concerns.  

5.8 Water Environment  

Due to the nature of the proposed development, the majority of the site will form new impermeable area. The 
new impermeable area will be predominantly formed of the hardstanding footprints of the digester tanks, the 
digestate lagoon, silage clamp area and circulation areas. The site is entirely within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone 

(NVZ). The site is located in Flood Zone 1 (land at the lowest risk of flooding).  

Infiltration testing will be undertaken to confirm the viability of a discharge to ground. If considered unviable or 
insufficient, alternative connection to surface waters and/or public sewers will be assessed. In line with best 
practice, Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) will need to be incorporated to control offsite discharge of runoff, 
provide water treatment and, where possible, biodiversity and amenity enhancement. Attenuation storage will 
also likely be required. Residual Risk Exceedance flood events in excess of the design standard to be considered 
when site proposals available for review. 

A surface water drainage scheme would be designed to ensure that there would be no increase in surface 
water runoff rates and no reduction in water quality. Rainwater harvesting would be designed in and the 
water used in the operations. 

A Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Report with associated Surface Water Management Plan will accompany 
the planning application.  There are opportunities for improvement to biodiversity and climate change flood risk 
using Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
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5.9 Socio economics  

The AD facility would generate approximately 100 FTE jobs during construction and four FTE jobs during 
operation. 

The temporary increase in employment and the associated secondary economic effects such as supply chain 
multiplier effects, and spend on local services, would have positive effects at a local level during the construction 
phase.  However, this would reduce to a modest and insignificant effect during operation. There would also be a 
beneficial though not significant effect on the local farming economy due to sustainable use of agricultural 
wastes and the production of digestate for use as an artificial fertiliser replacement.  Overall, the local economic 
effects are unlikely to be significant in the long-term.  

The potential for impacts on recreation is considered to be negligible.   

The potential economic benefits would be addressed in the Planning Statement and effects on amenity would 
be considered where relevant in the noise, landscape and visual amenity and air quality studies.   

 Planning Application  

For each topic that is identified as requiring further study, a detailed technical appraisal will be carried out in 
accordance with the scope and methodology agreed with relevant consultees.  Each technical assessment will 
be carried out by an appropriately qualified consultant to prevailing technical standards and detailed within a 
dedicated technical report appended to a Planning Statement. 

The technical appraisals will each aim to give an assessment of potential impacts, identification of mitigation 
measures and description of residual effects (those remaining after the mitigation measures have been 
implemented). 

The planning application package will include a Planning Statement which will discuss the proposed 
development’s compliance with the policies of the development plan and relevant material considerations. 

The planning application package will include a Planning, Design and Access Statement which will discuss the 
proposed development’s compliance with the policies of the development plan and relevant material 
considerations. 

The proposed planning application will comprise the following:  

• Application forms and certificates;  

• Application drawings, likely to include:  

o Site Context; 

o Site Location; 

o Proposed Site Layout;  

o Floor Plan;  

o Roof Plan;  

o Elevations;  

o Fencing details; and  

o Site Cross Sections. 

• Planning, Design and Access Statement supported by appendices covering:  
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o Air Quality, Dust and Odour Assessment;  

o Bioaerosol Assessment; 

o Biodiversity Assessment; 

o Arboricultural Impact Assessment and Tree Survey; 

o Flood Risk Assessment and Surface Water Drainage Strategy; 

o Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment; 

o Landscape and Visual Appraisal; 

o Landscape Strategy Plan; 

o Lighting Assessment; 

o Noise Assessment; 

o Sustainability Statement; and  

o Transport Statement. 
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 Planning Policy and Guidance  

7.1 The Development Plan  

The Development Plan for the proposed development comprises:  

• The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan July 2017; 

• Part 1: West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS)  adopted 2014 up to 2029); 

• Part 2: South Northamptonshire Local Plan 2011-2029 (adopted July 2020). 

The key development plan policies are considered to be as follows: 

Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2017 

The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (MWLP) 2019 confirms that “A range of different facilities 
of various types and sizes will be required to manage waste produced within Northamptonshire and ensure that 
waste is moved up the waste management hierarchy; maximising the recovery of resources”. 

Policy 10 ‘Northamptonshire’s Waste Management Capacity’ states that “The development of a sustainable 
waste management network to support growth and net self-sufficiency within Northamptonshire will involve the 
provision of facilities to meet the following indicative waste management capacity requirements during the plan 
period”: 

Management Method Indicative capacity requirement (million tonnes per annum) 

2021 2031 

Composting and Anaerobic 
Digestion 

0.17 0.19 

 

The MWLP also recognises that “Facilities located within the rural hinterlands may also include those whose siting 
is incompatible with, or not complementary to, urban development; for example due to facility operational 
requirements (such as in the case of anaerobic digestion)”. 

Other policies considered relevant to the proposed AD facility are as follows: 

• Policy 11 - Spatial Strategy for Waste; 

• Policy 12 - Development Criteria for Waste Management (non inert and hazardous); 

• Policy 18 - Addressing in the impact of proposed minerals and waste development; 

• Policy 19 – Encouraging sustainable transport; 

• Policy 20 – Natural assets and resources; 

• Policy 21 – Landscape character; 

• Policy 22 – Historic environment; 

• Policy 23 – Layout and design quality: 

• Policy 25 – Implementation. 

• Policy 26 – Sustainable design and use of resources; 
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7.1.1 The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1) 

The policies in the 2014 JCSLP were reviewed against the NPPF 2019 in January 2020. The policies below are 
subject to change but are likely to be relevant, in their final form, to the proposed development. 

• Policy SA – Presumption in favour of sustainable development 

• Policy S1 – The distribution of development; 

• Policy S10 – Sustainable development principles; 

• Policy S11 – Low carbon and renewable infrastructure; 

• Policy BN2 – Biodiversity 

• Policy BN3 – Woodland enhancement and creation; 

• Policy BN5 – The historic environment and landscape; 

• Policy BN7 – Flood risk; 

• Policy BN9 – Planning for pollution control; 

• Policy R2 – Rural economy; 

• Policy C2 – New developments. 

7.1.2 South Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2 (LPPP2) 

The following policies of the adopted LPP2 are considered relevant to the proposed development at the site 

• SS2: General Development and Design Principles 

• EMP3: New Employment Development  

• EMP6: Farm Diversification 

• HE1: Significance of Heritage Assets 

• HE2: Scheduled Monuments and Archaeology  

• HE7: Non Designated Heritage Assets 

• NE4: Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerows 

• NE5: Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

In addition to the policies listed above, the LPPP2 contains ten objectives to achieve the Vision for 2029. Objective 
2  seeks: “To deliver appropriate new employment opportunities in both the urban and rural areas”. 

7.1.3 Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD)  

Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document (2015)  

The SPD sets out how biodiversity should be integrated into the development process to ensure that the 
applicant meets legislative and policy requirements.  

 Conclusion  

As outlined within the preceding sections, the proposed development is not considered likely to result in 
significant adverse effects which cannot be avoided or mitigated as part of the application proposals.  
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The content of this Screening Report has outlined the development proposals against the criteria identified 
within Schedule 3 of the EIA Regulations. However, please do not hesitate to contact us should you require 
clarifications or have any queries regarding the information contained herein.  

Sufficient reports and assessments will be undertaken to ensure that the various environmental constraints are 
considered in full and mitigation measures imposed where appropriate to minimise adverse effects as much as 
reasonably possible.  

Nevertheless, as identified above, none of the adverse effects identified are considered ‘significant’ from an EIA 
perspective. There are no other potential impacts or effects on the environment beyond those identified above, 
including cumulatively.  

Whilst it is acknowledged the proposed development would result to the loss of arable land, this is considered 
to be outweighed by the wider benefit gained from the creation of renewable energy in line with national and 
local policies and in response to the Council’s Climate Emergency Declaration. 

On the basis of the above, and in accordance with the EIA Regulations, SLR contends that the development 
proposals are not of a type listed in Schedule 2 and in any event, will not result in any likely significant adverse 
effects upon any environmental or other designated asset which would warrant the application being subject to 
an EIA.  

Nevertheless, SLR will duly await West Northamptonshire Council’s opinion regarding the proposed development 
and if appropriate a Screening Opinion and any advice you may wish to provide prior to formally submitting a 
planning application. 

This detailed EIA Screening study (and appendices) confirms that the proposed development is unlikely to have 
significant effects on the environment and consequently an EIA is not required.  

A formal response as to whether or not West Northamptonshire Council consider the propsoed development to 
be Shedule 2 development and if appropirate a screening opinion are requested under Regulation 6 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017, as amended.  
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 Yes/no 

 

Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

1.Characteristics of the Development     

(a) Size of the development 
 

   

Will the development be out of scale with the existing 
environment? 

Yes The site is an open agricultural 
field, with no built development. 

Yes. The digester tanks of would be the  
tallest on-site structures with some 
visibility from the surrounding area.  
Established hedgerows and woodland 
would be retained wherever possible to 
provide visual screening from closest 
residential receptors.  Soil bunds and 
additional screen planting would be 
incorporated into the site design, to limit 
and break up views of the development. 

Will it lead to further consequential development or 
works (e.g. new roads, extraction of aggregate, provision 
of new water supply, generation or transmission of 
power, increased housing and sewage disposal)?  

Yes The construction and operation of 
the AD facility will require an 
improved access and new access 
road and provision for water and 
sewage disposal (either a 
connection to mains sewer or a 
package plant). 

No significant impacts anticipated. 

(b) Cumulation with other development 
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

Are there potential cumulative impacts with other 
existing development or development not yet begun but 
for which planning permission exists?  

No Application ref. 
WNS/2021/1564/MAF seeks 
permission for a relocated access 
on the B4031. From a highways 
perspective, this is sufficiently 
distant from the proposed RAF 
Croughton site access not to 
conflict with vehicles using the 
access. 

No significant cumulative impacts 
anticipated. 

Should the application for this development be regarded 
as an integral part of a more substantial project?  If so, 
can related developments which are subject to separate 
applications proceed independently?  

No The AD facility would be a stand 
alone project. 

 

(c) Use of natural resources    

Will construction or operation of the development use 
natural resources such as land, water, materials or 
energy, especially any resources which are non-
renewable or in short supply? 

• land (especially undeveloped or agricultural 
land)? 

• water? 

• minerals? 

Yes The AD facility will be located 
upon agricultural land and will use 
aggregates in the construction of 
the hardstanding and access road 
as well as foundations. 

No significant impacts anticipated in terms 
of use of natural resources. 
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

• aggregates? 

• forests and timber? 

• energy including electricity and fuels? 

• any other resources?  

(d) Production of waste    

Will the development produce wastes during 
construction or operation or decommissioning? 

• spoil, overburden or mine wastes? 

• municipal waste (household and/or 
commercial)? 

• hazardous or toxic wastes (including 
radioactive)? 

• other industrial process wastes? 

• surplus product? 

• sewage sludge or other sludges from effluent 
treatment? 

• construction or demolition wastes? 

• redundant machinery or equipment? 

• contaminated soils or other material? 

• agricultural wastes? 

• any other solid wastes? 

• liquid or solid wastes in suspension? 

Yes The preparation of the 
construction area will require the 
stripping of topsoils and subsoils. 

It is proposed to reuse this 
material on site to create bunds 
which will help to reduce noise 
from the site operations and 
reduce views in to the site. 

The bunds would be planted with 
an appropriate wildflower mix and 
provide a biodiversity net gain. 

Any other construction materials, 
which cannot be re used, would 
be placed in a designated skip and 
recycled or disposed of at the 
nearest authorised site. 

No 
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

 The development would produce 
digestate which would be used as 
an agricultural fertiliser.   

(e)  Pollution and nuisances    

Will the development release pollutants or any 
hazardous, toxic or noxious substances to air? 

Emissions from:- 

• combustion of fossil fuels from stationary or 
mobile sources? 

• production processes? 

• materials handling including storage or 
transport? 

• construction activities including plant & 
equipment? 

• dust or odours from handling of materials 
including construction materials, sewage & 
waste? 

• incineration of waste? 

• burning of waste in open air (e.g. slash material, 
construction debris)? 

• any other sources  

No All construction and operation 
activities would be undertaken in 
line with an approved 
Construction and Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP). 

All fuels would be stored in a 
bunded tank and spill kits would 
be available to deal with fuel 
spillages. 

There would be no incineration of 
waste and no burning of waste in 
the open air. 

Traffic emissions from increased 
HGV vehicle movements, 
temporary fugitive dust emissions 

No.  

These impacts are anticipated to be low 
and would be managed to reduce 
significance by means of air quality 
assessments for traffic, dust and odour, 
associated management plans etc. 
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

from construction, potential 
bioaerosol emissions.  

 

Is there a potential risk from:- 

• leachates? 

• Escape of wastes or other products/by-products 
that may constitute a contaminant in the 
environment? 

No During construction, all activities 
would be undertaken in line with 
an approved Construction and 
Environmental Management Plan 
(CEMP). Following construction,  
the site would be appropriately 
surfaced and bunded with a water 
treatment system.   

No 

Will the development cause noise and vibration or 
release of light, heat energy or electromagnetic 
radiation? 

• from operation of equipment e.g. engines, 
ventilation plant, crushers? 

• from industrial or similar processes? 

• from blasting or piling? 

• from construction or operational traffic? 

• from lighting or cooling systems? 

Yes Noise would be emitted from the 
proposed development from 
operational equipment including 
digesters and power sources.   

Noise and vibration is anticipated 
from additional vehicle 
movements. 

Lighting will be designed to be low 
level and restricted to that 
required to allow safe working. 

No. A Noise Assessment will address the 
sources of traffic and operational 
emissions and a noise management plan 
will be proposed as part of the CEMP.  

A lighting assessment will be submitted as 
part of the planning application.  
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

• from sources of electromagnetic radiation 
(effects on nearby sensitive equipment as well 
as people)? 

• from any other sources?   

Light spill outside of the site will 
be avoided. 

 

(f)  Risk of accidents, having regard in particular to 
substances technologies used 

   

Will there be a risk of accidents during construction or 
operation of the development which could have effects 
on people or the environment?   

• from explosions, spillages, fires etc from 
storage, handling, use or production of 
hazardous or toxic substances? 

• from events beyond the limits of normal 
environmental protection e.g. failure of 
pollution control systems? 

• from any other causes? 

• could the development be affected by natural 
disasters causing environmental damage (e.g. 

floods, earthquakes, landslip, etc)? 

No The site would be constructed and 
operated using best practice and 
with appropriate health and 
safety management systems in 
place.  

No 

Will the development involve use, storage, transport, 
handling or production of substances or materials which 

No  No 
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

could be harmful to people or the environment (flora, 
fauna, water supplies)? 

• use of hazardous or toxic substances? 

• potential changes in occurrence of disease or 
effect on disease carriers (e.g. insect or water 
borne diseases)? 

• effect on welfare of people (e.g. change of 
living conditions) 

• effects on vulnerable groups (e.g. the elderly)?  

(a)  Existing land use    

Are there existing land uses on or around the location 
which could be affected by the development, e.g. 
homes, gardens, other private property, industry, 
commerce, recreation, public open space, community 
facilities, agriculture, forestry, tourism, water 
catchments, functional floodplains, mining or 
quarrying? 

Yes Residential dwellings are located 
to the south of the site and public 
rights of way are present in the 
surrounding area. 

No.  Mitigation would be incorporated 
into the site design to minimise impacts on 
the nearby receptors.   

Are there any areas on or around the location which are 
occupied by sensitive land uses e.g. hospitals, schools, 
places of worship, community facilities, which could be 
affected? 

No   
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

Is the development located in a previously undeveloped 
area where there will be loss of greenfield land? 

Yes  No. The proposed development would 
occupy c. 6ha of agricultural land.  
However, the proposed development 
would constitute rural diversification and 
would contribute to the sustainability of 
the farm.   

(b)  Relative abundance, quality and regenerative 
capacity of natural resources in the area 

   

Are there any areas on or around the location which 
contain important, high quality or scarce resources 
which could be affected by the development? 

• groundwater resources 

• surface waters 

• forestry 

• agriculture 

• fisheries 

• tourism 

• minerals 
 

No  No 

(c)  Absorption capacity of the natural environment    
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

Are there any areas on or around the location which are 
protected under international or national or local 
legislation for their ecological, landscape, cultural or 
other value, which could be affected by the 
development? 

Yes  No. The next steps are to liaise with the 
County Archaeologist, to determine the 
scope of works for evaluation WSI. 

 

Are there any other areas on or around the location 
which are important or sensitive for reasons of their 
ecology  

• wetlands, watercourses or other waterbodies 

• the coastal zone 

• mountains, forests or woodlands 

• nature reserves and parks 

No   

Are there any areas on or around the location in which 
species and habitats of Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
importance are present? 

No   

Are there any areas on or around the location which are 
used by protected, important or sensitive species of 
fauna or flora e.g. for breeding, nesting, foraging, 
resting, overwintering, migration, which could be 
affected? 

No   
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

Are there any inland, coastal, marine or underground 
waters on or around the location which could be 
affected? 

Are there any groundwater source protection zones or 
areas that contribute to the recharge of groundwater 
resources? 

No   

Are there any areas or features of high landscape or 
scenic value on or around the location which could be 
affected? 

No   

Are there any routes or facilities on or around the 
location which are used by the public for access to 
recreation or other facilities, which could be affected? 

Are there any transport routes on or around the location 
which are susceptible to congestion or which cause 
environmental problems, which could be affected? 

Yes There is a footpath to the north of 
the site, which links Croughton to 
Evenley. 

 

Is the development in a location where it is likely to be 
highly visible to many people? 

 No  

Are there any areas or features of historic or cultural 
importance on or around the location which could be 
affected? 

Yes The site of the medieval village of 
Astwick and the moated site is 
located less than 2km to the north 

No. The next steps are to liaise with the 
County Archaeologist, to determine the 
scope of works for evaluation WSI. 
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Briefly describe Is effect likely to be significant? 
Significance should be considered in 
terms of the extent, transboundary 
nature, magnitude and complexity, 
probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of any impact(s). 

west of the site. These are 
Scheduled Monuments. 

The Council’s interactive map has 
noted a ‘Possible Settlement – 
Undated’ to the north of Barley 
Mow Farm Monument Reference 
MMN3316. Land around the route 
of the A43 is also identified as a 
Historic Environment Asset 

 

Are there any areas on or around the location which are 
already subject to pollution or environmental damage 
e.g. where existing legal environmental standards are 
exceeded, which could be affected? 

No Neither the site not surrounding 
areas are within an AQMA. 

 

Is the location of the development susceptible to 
earthquakes, subsidence, landslides, erosion, flooding or 
extreme or adverse climatic conditions e.g. temperature 
inversions, fogs, severe winds, which could cause the 
development to present environmental problems? 

No  The site is located within Flood 
Zone 1.  
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