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HS2 Liaison Group 

Venue: Microsoft Teams 
Minutes of the meeting held on Friday, 11th March 2022 at 10.30 am 

 

 

Representatives from the 
following organisations were 

present: 
 

Cllr Bagot-Webb WNC (Brackley) 

& Brackley & Cabinet Assistant HS2 
Cllr Alison Eastwood WNC (Silverstone) 

Dame Andrea Leadsom MP 

Laura Dunn (Dame Andrea Leadsom 
MP Senior Parliamentary Assistant) 
Cllr Dermot Bambridge (Silverstone) 

Cllr Rosie Herring  
Cllr Rupert Frost 

Philip Freer (Friends of Boddington) 

Cathy Ellis (Evenley PC) 
David Cranwell & Stephanie Brackpool 

(SNATRA) 
Paul Hayter (CBRE Northamptonshire) 

Cllr Fiona Baker WNC 
Stuart Rolt (Culworth PC) 

 

 
 

 
 

Cllr Phil Larratt (Chair) 

Malcolm Stewart (Boddington PC) 
Nigel Galletly (Chipping Warden PC) 
Samantha Hosking (Syresham PC) 

Clive Hockley (Hinton-in-the Hedges) 
Andrew Bodman (South Northants Action 

Group) 

Maurice Cole (Thorpe Mandeville PC) 
Teresa Cox (Litchborough PC) 

Hilary Walton (Whitfield) 

Nicola Thomas (Friends of Boddington) 
John Marchant 

Mick Morris (Farthinghoe PC) 
Richard Hooper (Greatworth PC) 

Santon Crowshaw (Byfield PC) 
 

 In Attendance: 
 

Esme Cushing (WNC) 
Denis Winterbottom (WNC) 

Alison Field WNC (Note Taker) 
Jeremy Dixon (NH) 

Ian Rowswell (Fusion) 
Simon Griffiths (Fusion) 

Simon Davis (EKFB) 

Chris James (EKFB) 
David Butcher (EKFB) 

Nisha Mejer (Hs2) 

Richard Calvert (Fusion) 
 
 

 Apologies: 
 

Sally Earl-Davies (Syresham PC) 
Janet Ormond  
Cllr Sue Sharps 

Charles Lees (Aston-Le-Walls PC) 

David Griffiths-Allen (EKFB) 
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AGENDA 

Item Topic Lead 

1. • Welcome 
• Introductions 

• Apologies 
• Minutes of last meeting 

 

Chair/All 

2. National Highways update National 
Highways 

3. HS2 update covering (to start at Boddington area) 
• Community engagement 

• Enabling Works  

• Main Works 

HS2/ 
Fusion/ 
EKFB 

 

4. HS2 HGVs using A422 Farthinghoe  
 

Farthinghoe 
PC 

5. HS2 Road Safety Fund update WNC 

6. AOB 

 

All 

 
 

 
 

 

  



3 
 

 
MINUTES  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. Welcome, introductions, Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 
 

• Cllr Larratt welcomed everyone to the meeting and all attendees 
introduced themselves. 

• The Minutes from the previous meeting were agreed and Cllr Larratt 
asked AF to go through the Actions taken at the last meeting. 
 

Location of Gantries  

• NM stated that the contract is out to tender and won’t be back in until 
January 2023 and that the new contractors will inform communities about 
the designs.  RH stated that they wanted to have some say in the design 

and not wait until it is done. It was recognised at Select Committees that 
this was an important design element particularly in the rural areas and 
that South Northants would have sight and a say in this feature within the 

landscape.  AL stated that in the past Hs2 had consulted with South 
Northants re design of gantries and it was not acceptable that there is no 
consultation on gantry design or location. NM stated that in the past the 

Chief Engineer was invited to the Forum and gave a presentation to explain 
the process. NM will speak to the Engineer to explain this again. CJ stated 
that there would only be one section (in Boddington area) where there will 

be gantries and there is an action to clarify and provide those details. When 
Hs2 have appointed a contractor they could attend this Forum to provide 
an idea of plans going forward.  AL stated that this was not good enough 

and there is a clear expectation that there would be consultation.  AL stated 
that she doubts that anyone in Boddington was aware that they would be 
the place that was subject to gantries.  

• NT stated that they had no knowledge prior to this meeting regarding the 
gantries and maintenance loops. 

• DW stated that while there is proposed to be no public consultation, this is 
an item on the Planning Forum agenda so there is an opportunity for Local 
Authorities to get involved in the process.  

 
ACTION:  NM to invite their Chief Engineer back to provide a progress 
update and explain the process at a future meeting. 

 
OUTSTANDING ACTION: CJ to arrange a meeting with Radstone and 
their noise specialist following the issue of the Noise Demonstration 

report.  Update - Awaiting Schedule 17 submission to view the report. 
 
CJ confirmed that this action is still outstanding as the Noise Demonstration 

Report has not yet been finalised and issued.  CJ expects it will be issued before 
the next Liaison Meeting so should be able to update once it is done.  

 

OUTSTANDING ACTION: CJ stated that EKFB would present slides 
showing the designs/drawings of the various bridges and the design 
of the overbridge at A43 at the next HS2 Liaison meeting.  Update - 

SD and DB will review what designs are currently published as part 
of Sch17 scheme design  
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• CJ stated that he had an update on some of these as part of his submission, 
but that to leave this action open as there were some further 
drawings/information that he would like to share with the forum once received.  

 
OUTSTANDING ACTION:  EKFB to provide further information 
regarding availability of environmental impact reviews re Glyn Davies 
Wood – Update:  Completed.  

 

• CJ stated to leave this action open and he will check and email this over to TC. 
 

• RH stated that there was still no Gigaclear.  DB stated that he had updated 
Radstone Parish Council on 25th February, and he raised the issue with Hs2 and 
a stakeholder meeting had taken place.  Issue was that the speed of the 
connection was due to land permission permits etc and the village should be 

connected by the end of March.   
 
2. National Highways Update 

• JD confirmed that for this section of Hs2 the impact is on the A43.   

• There are two sections of work (Radstone Road Junction Improvement to allow 

for access into the new compound) and they are nearly there in terms of 

agreeing the detail of design and about to issue consents and hopefully work 

will start in a month’s time.   

• Re the bridge and re-alignment of A43, detailed discussions have started as to 

what the temporary traffic management will look like and proposing to divert 

A43 around the construction site, but still leaving two lanes in both directions.  

These works have been ear-marked for 2023.  PL asked about the bridge 

design with regards to cycling facility alongside.  NM stated instruction has 

been given and integrated into design.  JD stated that the positive aspect is 

that Dft have agreed to incorporate some type of cycling facility for the bridge. 

• AL stated that it was Andrew Stephenson’s intervention in respect of the cycle 

track and that Hs2 Contractors and Hs2 could be more open to the idea of 

communities wanting a cycle lane and it would be good if Hs2 was on the same 

side as the communities rather than expecting her and others going direct to 

the Minister. 

• AL stated what is failed to have been mentioned is that Hs2 intend to close 

road through Radstone for 2 years and the community are against this.  CJ 

stated he would provide an update on the Radstone Road closure as part of his 

report.  AL stated that this did not answer the question and that Radstone 

residents need to know how long the access will be closed to them for.  JD 

stated that in terms of A43 junction it will take 3 months to build these 

improvements and work will start in a month’s time and it will be open from 

then onwards. 

• AL queried the number of HGVs on the A43 and the impact this was having on 

traffic having to slow down due to HGVs overtaking and using up two lanes.  

Given the length of time Hs2 will be using a whole lane of the A43, it would be 
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useful for National Highways to come back to the Forum with ideas about how 

this will impact on other traffic using the A43 and how to overcome this impact.   

ACTION:  JD to take this away and bring this back to the next meeting. 

• TBW queried the management of the road closures in Radstone Junction area.  
PL stated that the new Hs2 Marshall would have a role to play in co-ordinating 

road closures and updated the group that the job is being advertised and 
closing date is towards the end of this month.   
 

• TBW stated that there is a U-turn on A43 coming down from the Whitfield Road 
from Whitfield.  TBW believes this will collide with works and queried whether 
this was going to be closed.  JD stated during construction this would be closed 

but he was not sure whether it would be closed permanently.  
 

• CJ stated that due to the interest in A43 etc it would be best to set up a 
separate meeting before the next Hs2 Group Liaison Meeting.  
 

ACTION: CJ to come back with some dates and AF to set up a separate 
meeting regarding the A43.  Proposed mid-June meeting.  
 

• David from SNATRA queried the overbridge on A43 and the arrangements for  
Active Travel Routes.  Is there any link up with Highways or Dft as to what was 
going to happen either side of the overbridge?  EC stated that no specific 

designs as yet, but that as part of developing the Brackley LCWIP, the route 
has been audited.  WNC are continuing to work with DfT, HS2 and National 
Highways. WNC are investigating submitting and EOI to National Highways for 

Designated Funds to progress. If there is anything that SNATRA can assist with 
EC will be in contact. 
 

• DB asked whether there were any drawings to be presented regarding the 
bridge, particularly showing the width.  EC confirmed that the structure has 

been designed but does not currently show a cycle way alongside the bridge.  
However, it is understood that HS2 have now instructed EKFB to revisit the 
overbridge design to include provision for walking and cycling.  CJ stated that 

was still going through design reviews and he will share these when done.  CJ 
will issue packages of information and share with the authorities.   
 

• RH mentioned the litter on Junction at A43.  A lot of the rubbish is from HS2 
and RH is not happy with the fact that the Council is having to deal with this 
and HS2 should also have the responsibility for clearing this up.    

 

• RH stated that she would like to be included in the meeting regarding the 
detailed design of access from Radstone through to A43.   
 

3.  HS2 update covering:  

 
• Community engagement:  Nisha Mejer from HS2 provided an 

overview.  

 
➢ See attached slide. 
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• Enabling Works: Chris James at EKFB & Simon Griffiths at Fusion 
provided an overview. 
 

➢  See attached slides. 
 

• NT stated that the sequencing of the existing traffic lights on Banbury Road 
carriageway are not working and some thought needs to go into how to stop 

people from jumping the lights.  
 

ACTION:  SG to take his back and work with traffic team and will 

provide an update directly to NT. 

• NT queried the displacement of traffic and the damage to the local road 
network and verges that this has caused during the Banbury Road closure 
especially the diversion on the Boddington Road which is a poorly maintained 
road currently and unless works are done to Boddington Road before Claydon 

Road is closed it will become impassable. What is the process from EKFB, 
Fusion and WNC to deal with repairs?  EC confirmed that WNC have now 
received a Pothole Deterioration Fund (£89K for 2021/22) for small repairs.  In 

terms of other damage and in order to claim, proof will need to be required 
that this has been caused by HS2. There is a requirement on HS2 to repair and 
refund WNC for any additional works that need to be done.   

 
ACTION: EC to arrange site meeting between HS2/EKFB/Friends of 
Boddington/Northamptonshire Highways to discuss.  

 

• NT raised the community concerns regarding the broader extended working 
hours during Spring/Summer particularly at weekends.  CJ stated conversations 
are taking place with Environmental Health Teams about maximising the use 
of daylight hours over Summer and EKFB are putting proposals forward that 

involve working later into evenings and weekends.  NT queried WNC’s process 
as to what their engagement with the community will be when they are making 
the decisions as to whether extended hours including weekends are allowed as 
this is not supported by the Boddington community.   CJ stated that as part of 

the Environmental Health Team’s decision-making process, they are looking to 
see what community feedback they get.  
 

• NG queried how many tunnel sections are coming to Chipping Warden. CJ 
confirmed that they are putting together a delivery schedule which will show 

the number of deliveries and timings etc and CJ will share this information.   
 

• RH stated that the last road closure had caused problems in Radstone and why 
can’t access be allowed for residents.  CJ stated this is because of the volume 
and amount of earth works.  RH stated she wanted access to amenities to and 
from the village. AL stated that she did not believe that closing the road for 2 

years formed part of the Hybrid Bill and closing this road is unacceptable and 
she challenged the right for Hs2 to do this, there had been no consultation with 
the community.  AL instructed Hs2 to not do anything until she speaks to the 

Hs2 Minister which she hopes will be next week.  PL queried why a conveyer 
belt system could not be used. CJ said conveyer was considered and space, 
time and cost would not allow for this.   
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• DW stated that if residents felt strongly about this to get this formerly lodged 
with the Hs2 helpdesk as an issue.   
 

4. HS2 HGVs using A422 Farthinghoe  
 

• CJ stated that there have been reports of HGVs driving through Farthinghoe 
and this is not a designated HGV route.  Hs2 have done a review and have 

followed up with the HGVs that have been identified with the contractors 
concerned, this will continue to be monitored.  

 

5. Road Safety Fund update 
 

• EC stated there was more work to do in Aston Le Walls but that all schemes 
are complete.  NG queried whether there was any money left in the pot and 
whether the rest of schemes are going to be addressed.  EC stated that there 

was a bit of funding left and is keeping a list of all schemes that have been 
requested.  EC will liaise to PL on how outstanding money is spent. WNC has 
until 2026.    

 
6. AOB 

 

• None 

 

Date of next meeting to be confirmed.  
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CLOSED ACTIONS  

Date Action Status  

11.03.22 HS2 Ltd to provide additional data on 
location of gantries (when available) at a 
future meeting. 

 

Closed 

11.03.22 Any specific cycling/walking routes to be 

sent to EC for consideration 
 

Closed 

11.03.22 EC to confirm with CL the type of VAS. Closed 

11.03.22 CJ will check why Cllr Rosie Herring’s 
complaints were not featured on his list. 
 

Closed 

11.03.22 Cllr Tony Bagot-Webb and Cathy Ellis asked 
that EKFB cover activity that impacts the 
A422 and A421 in Future meetings. 

Closed 

11.03.22 EC to speak to John Penny regarding noise 

data for Andy Smith 

Closed 

17.09.21 ACTION:  Esme Cushing to add cycle 

paths/routes as an Agenda item at the 

appropriate time and see who is interested 

in being involved in a smaller Cycling Sub 

Group.  

Closed  

17.09.21 ACTION:  Dates to be supplied by HS2 Ltd as 

to when the tenders will be finished, and the 

Contract has been awarded. 

Closed  

17.09.21 ACTION: Cllr Larratt to take away and 

discuss with members and bring back a 

proposal to the next meeting 

Closed  

17.09.21 ACTION:  Set up a meeting with Members/ 

EKFB/HS2 to discuss HS2 engagement with 

local communities and with Members.  A 

meeting is taking place on 12th October 

Closed  

17.09.21 ACTION: DGA to produce a FAQ document 

to cover types of monitoring in place 

Closed  

17.09.21 ACTION: EKFB to provide a presentation at 

the next HS2 Liaison Group meeting 

showing a map of the locations of the 

construction sites. 

Closed  

02.07.21 ACTION:  Cllr Herring requested that HS2 

bring details of the design plans for the 

A43/Whitfield turn to the next meeting. 

Closed 
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02.07.21 ACTION:  WNC to work with HS2 Ltd/ EKFB 

to provide a high-level forward construction 

programme to help coordinate works and 

add to the next Agenda.  

 

Closed  

02.07.21 ACTION: Cllr Herring requested that all 

Councillors involved be made aware of the 

Member Briefings.  

Closed  

26.02.21 HE to update at the next meeting on the 

timescales for Towcester Relief Road and 

A43 overbridge – updated at the 2.07.21 

meeting. 

Closed  

26.02.21 HS2 Ltd to provide AL with further 

information regarding claims and 

outstanding claims. 

Closed 

26.02.21 NCC to report back at the next meeting on 

cycling scheme progress – updated at the 

2.07.21 meeting. 

Closed 

26.02.21 Highways England to respond to Hinton-in-

the-Hedges and Evenley PC on their further 

queries by next meeting. 

Closed 

26.02.21 HE to keep SNATRA informed regarding the 

A43 and cycling provision - (dealt with in 

the 02/07/21 meeting). 

Closed 

26.02.21 Cllr Bagot-Webb and EKFB to discuss triple 

glazing at Radstone Fields. 

Closed  

26.02.21 Rosie Herring to send EKFB further details 

about litter issues. 

Closed 

 

 

 


