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HS2 Liaison Group 
Venue: Microsoft Teams 

Draft notes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2021 at 11.00 am 
 
 

Representatives from the 
following organisations were 

present: 
 

Cllr Rosie Herring – (Vice Chair) WNC 
Cllr Baggott-Webb WNC (Brackley) 

Cllr Alison Eastwood WNC (Silverstone) 
Cllr Rupert Frost WNC (Woodford and 

Weedon) 
Dame Andrea Leadsom MP 

 

 
 

Luke Graystone (Andrea Leadsom’s Chief 
of Staff) 

Chris Cartmell -  Brackley TC 
Andy Smith – Radstone PC  

Malcolm Stewart – Boddington PC 
Nigel Galletly – Chipping Warden PC 

Richard Hooper – Greatworth PC 
Sam Hosking - Syresham PC 
Anna Faure - Sulgrave PC  

Philip Freer (Friends of Boddington) 
Danny Moody (Helmdon PC) 
Charles Lees (Aston le Walls) 

Sally Earl-Davies (Syresham PC) 
Hilary Walton - Whitfield 

John Ingerslev (?) 
Stuart Rolt (Culworth PC) 

Santon Crowshaw (Byfield PC) 
 

 In Attendance: 
 

Esme Cushing – WNC 
Denis Winterbottom – WNC 

Alison Field WNC (Note Taker) 
Adrian Oulds - Highways England 

Faizel Chowdhury – Highways England 
Jeremy Dixon – Highways England 
Filippa StAubin D'Ancey – Highways 

England 
Chris James – EKFB 
Simon Davis – EKFB 

David Butcher – EKFB 
Simon Matthews - EKFB 
Gary Moreira – HS2 Ltd 

William Woodroofe – HS2 Ltd 
Ambrose McGuire – HS2 Ltd 
Maddelyn Sutton – HS2 Ltd 

Gary Moreira – HS2 Ltd 
Richard Calvert – Fusion 

 

 Apologies: 
 

Cllr Phil Larratt – WNC (Chair) 
Nisha Mejer (HS2 Ltd) 
Cathy Ellis (Evenley) 

David Cramwell (SNATRA) 
Morris Cole (Thorpe Mandeville) 

Clive Hockley (Hinton in the Hedges)  
Chris Wragg - WNC 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

AGENDA 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Item Topic Lead 

1 • Welcome 

• Introductions 
• Apologies 
• Minutes of last meeting 
• Matters arising 

Chair/All 

2 Highways England update HE 

3 Progress update covering:  
• Community engagement 
• Enabling Works  
• Main Works 

HS2/ 
Fusion/ 
EKFB 

 

4 HS2 Road Safety Fund update WNC 

5 AOB All 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
MINUTES  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. Welcome, introductions, Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 
 

Cllr Rosie Herring welcomed everyone to the Liaison Meeting. 
 
Newcomers to the meeting introduced themselves:  Ambrose McGuire (HS2 
Project Client Director), Danny Moody (Chairman of Helmdon PC), Cllr Alison 
Eastwood (Councillor for Silverstone), Simon Davis (EKFB Engagement 
Manager) and Maddelyn Sutton (HS2 Head of Community Engagement). 
 
The notes from the previous meeting were agreed and Cllr Herring went 
through the Actions taken at the last meeting. 
 
Action – HS2 Ltd to provide additional data on location of gantries 
(when available) at a future meeting – to remain open as an action. 

Chris James stated that Mark Howard (Chief Engineer) gave an update 
approx. 6 – 7 months ago and had spoken to him recently to check for any 
further information and he advised that the OCS contract was about to be 
tendered and he would update accordingly.  
 
Cllr Herring stated she was concerned as it felt like they were being overlooked 
as to their input into the design.  Ambrose Maguire commented that the details 
of precise locations will be subject to a design contract delivered by the 
Contractors (who will secure the contract).   In terms of the aesthetic 
appearance of gantries or overhead line support structures perhaps Mark 
Howard could attend the next meeting and present a typical structure form to 
Members.  Precise locations will be subject to detailed design and that design 
will be approved by rail systems colleagues not as part of the civil works 
contract.   
 
Cllr Herring commented that there was no consultation with communities as to 
input into the final design.  Chris James responded to say that at the last 
meeting Mark Howard had shown the system that they were going out to 
tender.  Cllr Herring said that she did not remember that and queried whether 
it was the slim-lined concrete.  Chris James shared Mark Howard’s slides 
showing the system that HS2 is procuring.  Cllr Herring queried whether the 
portal frames would alternate on each side of the railway track. Chris James 
said he wouldn’t like to comment.  Cllr Herring questioned whether some 
proposed positions for these would be put forward at some future date and 
Chris James confirmed that this was correct. Cllr Herring questioned the 
material to be used and Ambrose McGuire stated that if they are made of steel 
they will be suitably protected and have a design life of 120 years and if made 
of concrete they will be designed accordingly.  Selection of materials will be 
down to the Contractor.    
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ACTION:  Dates to be supplied by HS2 Ltd as to when the tenders will 
be finished, and the Contract has been awarded and Mark Howard’s 
slides/presentation to be circulated with these Minutes.  
 
Action (from meeting held on 26.02.21):  Any questions for 
Highways England to be sent to NCC two weeks in advance of the 
next meeting  

Esme Cushing confirmed no questions had been received.  

Cllr Herring queried the Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Councillor meetings 
which were being organised by David Allen.   Chris James confirmed that David 
works for EKFB and he had set up the Member Briefings.  Further 
communications are going out about future Member Briefings in about a 
month’s time.     
 
ACTION: Cllr Herring requested that all Councillors involved be made 
aware of this.  
 
Update on cycling scheme progress 

Esme Cushing said Shane Snow (DfT) is engaging with HS2 and EKFB with 
some feasibility studies.  Esme Cushing confirmed that a meeting had been 
held a while ago with a number of Parish and Town Councils regarding cycling.  
A number of key interfaces were discussed (re cycling) and Shane has 
instructed HS2 to look at these.  There are some opportunities at Banbury 
Road/ Warwick Road overbridge – this would be part of a longer/off-carriage 
way route through Warwickshire and Shane is in discussion with Warwickshire 
County Council regarding this.  This would be at no cost to WNC.   Instead of 
taking out the maintenance route they can leave it in, so it is cost saving.  EC 
confirmed that Shane had not instructed HS2 to do this, but it is on the table.   
 
With regards the A43 and the connectivity over the over-bridge.  Esme Cushing 
confirmed that there is an option to widen the bridge and introduce cycle lane 
which would comprise part of a longer route from Silverstone into Brackley.  
This is not funded at the moment, but Shane is progressing.   Nothing concrete 
but Esme Cushing will provide an update at a future meeting.   
 
Ambrose Maguire – the development of the cycling legacy component is to be 
instructed by DFT into their Contract.  EKFB are identifying opportunities for 
this to happen.  Feasibility work is ongoing and reporting to DFT on this.    Also 
looking at the level of capital input into the project to ensure that these works 
take place.  Suggested the interface continue with DFT and will report back at 
the point at which things have moved beyond feasibility study to instruction of 
physical works.   
 
Chris Cartmell (Brackley Town Council) stated that they had been approached 
by Helmdon Parish Council for cycle route from Helmdon to Brackley. This goes 
through Radstone Parish as well, but this is a question that will be raised at 
Council meeting to see if there is any support from Brackley for this project.     
 
Malcolm Stewart (RFO for Boddington Parish Council).  Boddington has more 
“above ground” HS2 than any other Parish in Northamptonshire and are 



 

5 
 

interested in the lasting legacy that HS2 contribute to having long distance 
cycle paths (they are in discussions with their adjacent parishes) as well as 
ensuring that where footpaths and cycle paths cross HS2 that the bridges are 
wide enough for pedestrian and cyclists.  Boddington would like to push on 
both of these issues.    
 
Danny Moody stated that it would be difficult for Helmdon to connect to a cycle 
route on the A43.   In that part of South Northamptonshire there is a lack of 
amenity infrastructure compared to other areas, so this is a good opportunity 
to build on the legacy of HS2 and welcome BTC considering the approach from 
Helmdon Parish Council.   Queried whether John Grimshaw been involved in 
discussions and agreed with Cllr Herring in respect of creating a focus group.   
Ambrose McGuire stated that John Grimshaw had been involved in discussions 
in Buckinghamshire area and contributed to the development of design 
proposals.  Esme Cushing confirmed that DFT are using his services as well.  
Cllr Herring stated that Radstone would like to be involved in discussions 
regarding the cycle route.   
 
ACTION:  Esme Cushing to add cycle paths/routes as an Agenda item 
at the appropriate time and see who is interested in being involved in 
a smaller Cycling Sub Group.  
 
Cllr Herring confirmed that a meeting is taking place next Friday regarding 
footpaths around Radstone and urged other villages where footpaths and 
routes are interrupted, we are keen to make sure we can facilitate reinstating 
these routes.   WNC Officers to help join up some of the interrupted routes.   
 
Noise mitigation at Radstone 
 

AL stated that it is a good resolution for Radstone in that HS2 have agreed to 

do what was agreed in the Hybrid Bill Committee and Radstone will have a 5-

metre-high noise barrier instead of a 4-metre-high noise barrier.  HS2 have to 

do what was agreed at the Hybrid Bill Committee and she is not happy for 

anyone in HS2 to claim triumph of kindness to local Radstone residents.     

 

Radstone have had two compounds put it for which they were not consulted 

on and the entrance to Radstone Road is being improved for HS2 and Kier and 

not the residence.   AL worries about the way in which residents are being 

treated and she would like to see HS2 taking steps to make sure that they 

know what they signed up to rather than residents having to prove it to them 

before they make good.   

  

There is an outstanding issue regarding lowering of the line and AL stated she 

will get to the bottom of this.  

 

Cllr Herring would like to put on record personal thanks to AL for her help and 

appreciation for her involvement. 
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Update on the timescales for Towcester Relief Road and A43 

overbridge 

Adrian Oulds stated that the off highway works for Towcester Relief Road have 

started.   Highways England is in dialogue with Persimmon Homes regarding 

the roundabouts.  Looking at a window of Feb 2022 – June 2023 in respect of 

the bridge works.    There is a chance that the two works are happening at a 

similar time, but Highways England would need to work with HS2 and 

Persimmon regarding the impact this may have on communities and on the 

local network.  

 

AL stated that it is not just HS2 and Towcester Relief Rd, there is also the 

strategic rail interchange top end of A508 and there are planning applications 

for logistics parks slightly north of the Towcester including one which wants 

access on to A5.  The co-ordination of construction will need to be carefully 

thought through.   

 

AL stated that the Farthinghoe Bypass is pressing ahead.   She had spoken to 

Cllr Larratt and Highways Team and they think it won’t be built for 6 years.  All 

these works will need to be carefully co-ordinated (local traffic using A422 as 

a rat run and there is also the Towcester Relief Road with prospect of A43 

roundabout being built and HS2 using one lane of the A43).  This is a major 

concern which AL would like to raise with everyone concerned but given the 

level of departments/people involved co-ordination is proving difficult.  

 

Adrian Oulds stated that Highways England will work with all parties to make 

sure it is as pain free as possible, but they need to be brought to the party with 

some of the aspects they are less familiar with. 

 

Cllr Bagot-Webb commented to say not to forget the impact this has on the 

side roads (the A422 and Radstone Road between Helmdon and Brackley). 

There is a need to ensure that any diversion works off A43 don’t collide with 

the construction works on the A422 and Radstone Road.  AO stated that from 

HE point of view if they need to use local roads as a diversion route whilst 

working on A43 they will work with contractors and the local authority as to 

which are the best routes and put up appropriate signage.   Cllr Bagot-Webb 

stated that if works could be done to Radstone Road and A422 by end of this 

year, then there would be no impact when works start on A43 and that good 

press was needed and asked that they liaise with the residents.  

 

Cllr Herring queried whether there is a master plan for timings etc (re road 

closures and resurfacing).   Andrea Leadsom confirmed no there is no master 

plan.   
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ACTION:  WNC to work with HS2 Ltd/ EKFB to provide a high-level 

forward construction programme to help coordinate works and add 

to the next Agenda.  

 

Cllr Herring confirmed that there had been an accident by the BP Garage on 

A43, traffic diverted through Radstone and a lorry was unable to get under the 

railway bridge and had to reverse and this left damage to village gardens. 

 

Cllr Bagot-Webb commented on the U-turn that comes down from Whitfield.  

HS2 were not aware of the U-turn and the track bed runs adjacent to this. Chris 

James stated that the design is yet to be developed further and that during the 

construction phase there will be changes.   

 

ACTION:  Cllr Herring requested that HS2 bring details of the design 

plans for the A43/Whitfield turn to the next meeting. 

 

Highways England Update 

 

Adrian Oulds confirmed that good conversations were taking place with HS2 

Ltd. 

 

Filippa St Aubin D'Ancey (Senior Stakeholder Manager for Highways England):  

Working with Contractors along the route and ensure that there is a forward 

plan from HS2 to alert Contractors so that, where possible, they are able to 

provide as much notice as possible of works that are taking place.  Requested 

that they be sited on all comms so can make sure that messages going out are 

conveyed to their stakeholders etc.  Trying to unite everything so there is a 

uniformed approach.   

 

Andrea Leadsom confirmed that the Chipping Warden Bypass is open.   Nigel 

Galletly stated that there were issues regards speed limit.   A temporary 

traffic order of 30 miles per hour has been introduced, which is being 

monitored.    

 

Cllr Herring queried the issue with regards to flooding.  Nigel Galletly 

commented that that he wasn’t sure about the overall issue with regards to 

drainage.  Drainage Report for the railway works will be taken into account in 

the finalised design.  
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3. Progress update covering:  
 

• Community engagement:  Maddelyn Sutton provided an overview.  
 

➢ See attached slides. 
 

• Enabling works: Richard Calvert provided an overview. 
 

➢ See attached slides. 
 

Nigel Galletly requested that HS2 please adopt an alternative form 
of image (other than google images).  RC confirmed this would be 
rectified for future communications.  

 
• Main Works:  Chris James provided an overview. 

 
➢ See attached slides. 

 
4. HS2 Road Safety Fund update 

 

Esme Cushing to circulate slides to the group after the meeting.  

 

5. AOB 

 

Philip Freer (Boddington PC) queried Schedule 17 Application for Boddington 

which is due for submission. There has been no public consultation.  What is 

WNC going to do to support Boddington to mitigate the effect of HS2?   

 

Denis Winterbottom outlined what Schedule 17 was and what it covered.  

Discussions between HS2, their Contractors and the Local Authority are 

confidential under the Qualifying Authority arrangement in place under the HS2 

Act, details can only be disclosed with the full agreement of all parties.  He 

confirmed that in discussions with HS2, EKFB and Fusion they have engaged 

in trying to ensure that HS2 are adhering to undertakings and assurances 

given, and also to encourage HS2 to engage with the local communities during 

the design stage. He highlighted that HS2 have retained the responsibility for 

engaging with the local community. Local Authority attendance at community 

engagements events is by hs2 invitation.  Denis Winterbottom confirmed that 

when Schedule 17 submissions are received parish councils will be notified and 

the details published on the WNC South Area planning application website. 

Comments could be submitted via the website.  

 

Andy Smith questioned why Denis Winterbottom’s team cannot liaise more 

closely with the local communities as communities close to the line will be 

worried about the noise mitigation and that is covered under their 

responsibilities under Schedule 17.   
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Denis Winterbottom said that the noise mitigation measures are a matter for 

approval under Schedule 17 and would be assessed as they would with any 

normal planning application. Liaison with the local community, other than as 

required by the HS2 Act planning regime, would be a matter for the Council to 

consider. The HS2 Local Liaison Group is an example of the Council’s 

engagement with local communities and this may perhaps be able to respond 

to the closer liaison referred to. 

 

Nigel Galletly wanted to put on record that he thought the Planning 

Department had done a fantastic job.  Fundamental problem is the way the 

HS2 Act has been set up.  

 

6. Date of the next meeting 

Esme Cushing to look at some dates in September.  Meetings may be held 

more frequently than every quarter, if required.   
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CLOSED ACTIONS  

Date Action Status  

26.02.21 HE to update at the next meeting on the 

timescales for Towcester Relief Road and 

A43 overbridge – updated at the 2.07.21 

meeting. 

Closed  

26.02.21 HS2 Ltd to provide AL with further 

information regarding claims and 

outstanding claims. 

Closed 

26.02.21 NCC to report back at the next meeting on 

cycling scheme progress – updated at the 

2.07.21 meeting. 

Closed 

26.02.21 Highways England to respond to Hinton-in-

the-Hedges and Evenley PC on their further 

queries by next meeting. 

Closed 

26.02.21 HE to keep SNATRA informed regarding the 

A43 and cycling provision - (dealt with in 

the 02/07/21 meeting). 

Closed 

26.02.21 Cllr Bagot-Webb and EKFB to discuss triple 

glazing at Radstone Fields. 

Closed  

26.02.21 Rosie Herring to send EKFB further details 

about litter issues. 

Closed 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


