
 

 

  
    

Memorial Upgrade 
    

Gritting Stuff 
 

As previously reported, following the financial collapse of 

Northamptonshire County Council, various services 

previously provided are stopping.  The first of these is the 

provision and refilling of the grit bins around the parish.  EPC 

is now responsible for these and will be monitoring usage 

this year (obviously weather dependent) before deciding 

how to continue next year as there is obviously a significant 

cost to refilling these bins.  Please may we therefore remind 

residents, as Winter is now upon us that the salt in these 

bins is for use on the roads and pavements only.  Thank you.    

Contact Us 

Have a comment to make, issue to discuss or idea to put 
forward?  Then please contact the parish council.   

Cathy Ellis (Chair) 308568, Jeff Peyton-Bruhl 706351, Jean 
Morgan  703317,  Charles Reader, Spencer Burnham 843973 
Michael Baul 706895.  
Our clerk is Cathy Knott clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 308580. 

Cllr John Townsend, District Councillor South Northants 
john.townsend@southnorthants.gov.uk 
Cllr Rebecca Breese ,County Councillor Northamptonshire 
rbreese@northamptonshire.gov.uk  
 

2019 Council Meetings 
 
21stJanuary, 18th February, 18th March, 15th April (APM) 
20th May (ACM) 17th June, 15th July, 16th September  
14

th
 October, 18

th
 November,  

16
th

  December 
All start at 7:30pm, parishioners are  
welcome and may contribute during 
public speaking session. 

Evenley Iron Man 
For the past seven months, Evenley resident Chris 

Scott has been a familiar sight, either running or 

cycling in and out of the village in all weathers and 

at ridiculous times of the day.  His aim?  To 

compete in Ironman Barcelona in October.  For 

those of you not familiar with the event, this is 

reputed to be one of the toughest single day multi-

discipline sports in the world, comprising a 2.5mile 

swim,112 mile bike ride and a full 26.2 mile 

marathon.   He started training eight hours a week, 

building up to 17 hours a week in preparation for 

the gruelling challenge ahead.   

Chris travelled to Barcelona, Spain to join 2,999 

other competitors from 84 countries. A horrendous 

thunder and rainstorm in the early hours of the 

morning stirred up the sea and created such large 

waves and swell that over 50 competitors were 

rescued by safety boats or suffered sea sickness but 

Chris pushed through to achieve a great time of 

one hour 12 minutes.  Back on land, Chris was 

straight on his bike.  He says:  “The cycle course 

was fast and flat and right up my street despite the 

weather conditions and six hours and three 

minutes later, I was off the bike, through transition 

and onto the run course. I covered the first half of 

the marathon well, in about two hours, but it was 

around this point where stomach cramps and 

fatigue crept in and it became important to be 

mentally tough.  For the last part, I had to resort to 

a bit of walking as I battled the pain.”   Chris dug 

deep and in the final six miles, managed to pick the 

pace back up again.  He completed the marathon in 

four and a half hours with a total race time of 12 

hours and nine minutes.   3,000 competitors 

started but only 2,400 finished, including one Chris 

Scott.   “It was undoubtedly the hardest physical 

challenge of my life and … 

 

… I am very proud of the 

achievement and would 

like to thank so many kind 

people for their words of 

encouragement and 

support throughout my 

journey.  This year, I have 

cycled over 3,500 miles, 

ran over 750 miles and 

swam over 100 miles just  
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Thank you to everyone who has 
signed up to decorate a tree at 
St George’s church this 
Christmas. Also thank you to 
David Ladlaw for sponsoring the 
event. Although the trees in the 
church are artificial; David’s real 
trees are available for purchase 
at The Red Lion. The decorated 
trees will be on show from the 
16th December and over the  
Christmas period.  
Please do come along and view 
the creative efforts of our village 
clubs and families.  And thank 
you once again to Evenley Wood 
Gardens for supplying our 
Christmas tree here on the 
Green in Evenley.   

Neighbourhood Watch  
If you are interested in getting information from 

Northamptonshire Police and Neighbourhood 

Watch please contact 

david561connolly@btinternet.com  
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Street Lighting Progress 
The new Victorian streetlights which will replace our existing 
concrete style lamps are behind schedule and will now be 
fitted after Christmas throughout the village.  Meanwhile, the 
lamp fittings on the existing Victorian style lights are being 
changed this month to new, more energy efficient bulbs.    

Allotment News 
Good news….. Evenley allotments are fully taken and in good 
order.  A general tidy-up took place in late October and the 
Parish Council is looking into the costs of new signage  
 

Now Remembrance Sunday has passed, work will start very 

shortly on removing the old utility slabs around the war 

memorial and replacing them with more suitable stone.    

 

to be fit and ready for the challenge.”  

 “Running down the home straight onto the red 

carpet and hearing those immortal words "You are 

an Ironman" will stay with me forever.”  One final 

question:  will he do it again?  “I said this would be a 

one off but you never know……” Well done Chris. 

 Treemendous Trees 

Communications 
Do you want to be fully informed on village matters and 
receive quick updates direct to your inbox?  If so please email 
our clerk, Cathy Knott at clerk@evenleypc.org.uk If not don’t 
forget our website at www.evenleypc.org.uk has all parish 
council minutes and news and other useful information.   
    

Footpath Gates 
 

Following a donation from Evenley Matters, Evenley Parish 

Council is working on a plan to upgrade some of the stiles 

along the footpaths to kissing gates.  This has two aims;  to 

make the footpaths more accessible to dog owners and less 

able footpath users and introduce a greater variety of 

footpaths available to dog owners.  Once upgraded, EPC 

plans to publish newly-accessible routes and promote wider 

use of parish walks.     

mailto:clerk@evenleypc.org.uk
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Best Village Competition 
Evenley won best newcomer small village in 2017 and following 

a presentation by Evenley Residents Association chairman 

David Connolly, the parish council has decided to delay re-

entering the best village competition until 2020.  This will give 

us more time to complete various projects around the village  

before resubmitting.  Meanwhile, it will look at the past entry 

and work on the areas the team feels are weakest.   

 

Speed watch  
The crack down on speeding through Evenley continues 
and from the results of the speed data sign in Broad Lane, 
there is little improvement.  Between 1st April and 3rd 
November this year the data sign recorded nearly 117,000 
vehicles passing through and the number would have been 
higher if the battery hadn’t run out unnoticed on several 
occasions.  Worryingly, a third of these vehicles were 
speeding. 
Over 10461 vehicles exceeded 35mph, 2,000 doing more 
than 40mph right up to three vehicles exceeding 70mph.  
The top speed recorded was an astonishing 113mph, 
which would incur an automatic jail sentence had the 
Police caught the offender.  Meanwhile, a local driver was 
recently reported to the Police for reckless driving by a 
parishioner and was visited in an advisory capacity by the 
local PCSO.  
And all of this is before construction of HS2 begins, which 
will inevitably bring more traffic, more rat runners and 
more speeders.  It may only be a matter of time before 
there is a serious accident. 
Your parish council is trying very hard to extract funding 
from the HS2 Road Safety Fund, for speed restrictions such 
as chicanes and we hope to have news soon and the 
Community Speedwatch Team led by Zelda Carr will 
continue to operate as often as possible to deter and 
educate speeding motorists, but help is needed. 
The Speedwatch team needs more volunteers to run the 
scheme in 2019 due to several retirements of long-serving 
members.  It isn’t dangerous, and full training is given.  
Even if you can only do one shift it will help, mornings, 
daytime, evenings, weekends, whatever you can do.  
Please contact Zelda at zelda@cqc-ltd.com to offer your 
support.  
And finally, please make sure you stick to the 30mph speed 
limit through the village, and the advisory 20mph around 
the Green, and please ask visitors and family to do like-
wise.  

Potholes 

If you want to report a pothole or other highway issues, 
contact Street Doctor either via the website, 
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/
Transport/roads/streetdoctor or by calling  0300 126 1000  
(option 4). 
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Evenley Village Shop 
 
Christmas cards, wrapping paper and decorations are just some 
of the extras you can pick up in the village shop throughout 
December whilst you post your packages to loved-ones! Call in 
to check up on last postage days or visit 
www.royalmail.com/greetings  and Christmas opening hours. 

Evenley Village Hall 
Evenley Parish Council has donated £300 to the village hall to 
help towards its upgrade.  Hall chairman Eric Millard popped 
into the last meeting to thank the council and give it an update 
on the continuing refurbishment progress.  If you would like to 
use the village hall, please contact on 702861.   

Evenley MATTERS 
Evenley MATTERS is making available over £5000 for village 
causes following the success of this year’s fete and dog show.   
In summary, £450 will be used for the village childrens’ 
Christmas party, £300 goes towards the church Benefice 
Summer holiday activity for children, £500 towards the weekly 
transport to Brackley after those costs, ten per cent of the 
remainder £478 is given to each of the village hall, St George’s 
Church and to Evenley Parish Council (to spend on community 
open spaces).  It has also bought a rounders kit for village use, 
£250 to Home-Start charity.  Requests for the following are also 
being looked at: replastering of St George’s Church and an 
electricity supply on the Green.  This brings total donations 
from Evenley Matters to a massive £24,000 since its inception 
five years ago. 
 

The Red Lion Pub 
Look out for … the Christmas menu at the Red Lion pub, 

available throughout December.  Call in, call 01280 703469 or 

visit www.redlionevenley.com for further details.  The pub will 

be welcoming everyone on Christmas Day 12am til 2pm and 

Boxing Day 12am til 6pm. 
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