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Neighbourhood Watch
If you are interested in getting information from
Northamptonshire Police and Neighbourhood
Watch please contact
david561connolly@btinternet.com

Evenley Precept
The draft budget for 2017/18 was approved at the last
Parish Council meeting at £19,692. By reducing costs, this is
less than last year, but due to an increase in the tax base
figure - out of EPC’s control - it represents a 1.6% increase.

Verge Damage
We are all aware that the verges in Evenley have taken a
hammering this Winter. An ill-advised rerouting of the A43
through the village, the ongoing installation of high-speed
broadband, a wet Winter and the impatience of drivers have
all come together to cause havoc in parts of the village.
Northamptonshire Highways is being pushed at parish,
district and county council level to repair the damage its road
closure caused and Gigaclear is making good as it moves
around the village. It is also making good many other minor
highway transgressions at its own cost. Let’s hope by the time
Spring arrives, this chaos will be a distant memory.

Foot Path Warden
After five years in the role, Carrie O’Reagan is stepping down as
footpath warden. Carrie has made this role her own, walking
village routes daily to check signage and look for problems,
picking up rubbish, dealing with landowners to solve any
problems arising. On top of this, Carrie has arranged numerous
walks throughout the year ensuring villagers and visitors enjoy
the wonderful countryside we live in. On behalf of parish
councillors past and present and all villagers, thank you Carrie
for all your handwork and enthusiasm. If you would like to take
on this role, please contact Cathy Knott, our parish clerk.

Litter Pick
Before the grass starts growing Evenley Parish
Council is organising a litter pick on Saturday
17th February. High visibility jackets, sticks and
bags will be provided and depending on numbers should
only take about an hour of your time. Meet outside Evenley
village hall at 9.45am for a 10am start. For safety reasons all
children must be accompanied by a responsible adult!



Contact Us

Have a comment to make, issue to discuss or idea to put
forward? Then please contact the parish council.
Cathy Ellis (Chair) 308568, Jeff Peyton-Bruhl 706351, Jean
Morgan 703317, Charles Reader, Spencer Burnham 843973
Michael Baul 706895.
Our clerk is Cathy Knott clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 308580.
Cllr John Townsend, District Councillor South Northants
john.townsend@southnorthants.gov.uk
Cllr Rebecca Breese ,County Councillor Northamptonshire
rbreese@northamptonshire.gov.uk

2018 Council Meetings
Dog Walkers
Dog walkers please be aware that there are pregnant sheep in
the fields alongside the footpath off the top of Broad Lane.
Please may you keep your dogs on a lead in this area as any
worrying of sheep at this stage may cause the mother to lose
her lamb.
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22 January, 19 February, 19 March, 16 April (APM)
st
th
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th
21 May (ACM) 18 June, 16 July, 17 September
th
th
15 October, 19 November,
17th December
All start at 7:30pm, parishioners are
welcome and may contribute during
public speaking session.
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Street Lights Your view
Evenley has an ageing stock of streetlights around the village.
Some of these, noticeably around the Green have been
replaced in recent years with Victorian style lamps and in the
last couple of months, in Church Leys and Lawyers Close.
Around the rest of the village are some 37 streetlights, of
varying designs, with many up to forty years old. These lights
currently use high energy bulbs, some of which are no longer
manufactured. Cllr Spencer Burnham has led the team to look
at upgrading and replacing these lights to ensure their (and
our) safety, save money in the future as well as enhancing the
look of the village. Each light costs approximately £1700 to
replace, depending on the work involved; some need to be
totally replaced, whilst other more recent designs can be
adapted, added to and repainted to look as good as new. All
new lights will be fixed with energy efficient fittings in the
same Victorian style. To upgrade the entire stock will cost
approximately £35,127 (without vat, which EPC can regain)
and deliver a saving on our electricity bill of just under £1000
a year. Obviously, Evenley Parish Council does not have
£35,000 to spend on this so we have a choice.
We do nothing and repair lights as they fail. This involves call
out fees and undefinable spend. We replace one or maybe
two lights a year, depending on how much is spent on repairs.
This means putting a cost of over £3,000 into the budget,
which is tight but does not raise the precept (the money each
householder pays towards the cost of running the village). To
replace the entire stock would take approximately 15 years.
We apply to the Secretary of State for the Ministry for
Housing, Communities and Local Government for a ‘public
works’ loan. This is a specially-designed loan for such capital
investment by parish councils and is commonly used for
street lighting. If we borrow £37,000 (to allow for
contingency) for a period under 15 years, the rate currently
on offer is 2.2 per cent. Borrowed for say eleven years, this
would cost us £3,923. a year, which we can budget for with a
minimal impact on how much you pay in council tax.
Obviously these figures are approximate and we will get
alternative quotes if we decide to go down this route.
After much debate, Evenley Parish Council believes taking out
a public work loan is the best option. We can update the
lights in one go, which is cheaper. We can immediately save
at least £1,000 a year in electricity, which may be increased
further if we decide to dim the lights during the middle of the
night (something which cannot be undertaken with the
current lights).

Spring 2018

The cost of the loan is fixed and is low. If we do nothing, what
happens if more than one or two lights fail during a twelve
month period? How do we cover the costs responsibly?
Before we go any further however, we would like your views.
Whilst this may not be the most exciting issue to concern you
this Winter, it is important and your views are always taken
into consideration - we are all villagers and collectively want
what is best for the long term welfare of our village. Further,
more in-depth details can be found on the parish council
website, www.evenleypc.org.uk
Please may you take a moment to indicate your views by
returning the slip below to Sandra at Evenley village shop and
post office, or to the Red Lion pub. If you prefer, please email
Cathy Knott our clerk at clerk@evenleypc.org.uk

Evenley Parish Council lighting proposal
Name…………..…………..…………..…………..
I/we do / do not* support the proposal to apply for
public works loan to replace Evenley’s streetlights
Comments:

Please cut out and return to Sandra at shop or Red Lion pub

Cost Proposal
Replace all lights with Windsor style
heads to include modern energy
efficient lamp fittings. Upgrade existing
Windsor lights with energy efficient
fittings.
Cost £35,127 ex VAT
Electric Saving £959.07/yr
Project Cost £37,000 (inc cont)
Repayments 11 yrs fixed rate of 2.2%
of £1,902*
Total £3,805/year vs budget £3,923.
Total cost of borrowing £4,859
Total repayment £41,859
*The estimated repayment cost for
fixed rate loan repayable by the
annuity and EIP method based on the
rates currently in force (6th Feb 2018)
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HS2 Engagement
Hello, my name is Cheryl Snudden,
I am a Community Engagement Manager
working for HS2. My role is to work
with communities along the route
between Turweston in north Buckinghamshire
on the Northamptonshire border up to Waddesdon within the
Aylesbury Vale district in Buckinghamshire. To keep you up to
date about the project. Come and speak to me and experts
from HS2 and Fusion Contractors at my ‘drop in’ session at:
Westbury Community Shop & Café
12 noon to 4:00pm, on
Friday 16th February 2018
Friday 16th March 2018
Friday 20th April 2018
Friday 18th May 2018

What is happening with the project at the
moment?
HS2 is working with contractors to keep communities up to
date about the project. More detailed start dates for works will
be provided to impacted residents, businesses, MP’s and local
authorities in advance. Our main civils contractor has now
started the process of designing the new railway, and setting
out in detail how it will be constructed. This will give a much
clearer idea of how communities might be affected, and we will
share this information as soon as we can.
I hope to meet as many of you as possible, in the meantime, if
you do need any help please do get in touch;
Cheryl.Snudden@hs2.org.uk
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Evenley Cricket Club
Evenley Cricket Club is looking for
sponsorship and advertising in its
annual programme. You can
support the cricket club through a
variety of donations, details of which
have been delivered through the village,
but for further information, please
visit the club’s website on www.evenleycc.com or contact
Kim Golding on 703400 email kim@exjs.com The club’s
annual general meeting will be at 11am on Sunday 4th
March, at Evenley village hall. All welcome.

Evenley MATTERS
Evenley Matters held their latest meeting on 11th January
and agreed to trial a new approach to allocate 10% of the
annual Fete and Dog show proceeds to the three key
assets in the village namely the Village Hall, The Church
and The Parish Council for use on open spaces. This year
Evenley Matters has donated £427 to each of these
groups. In addition monies were reserved for the annual
childrens Christmas party; the Astwick Vale children’s
holiday club; £1100 towards replastering works at the
church and a further £1100 towards a new projector and
screen in the Village Hall. In addition a donation of £150
was made to Banbury Foodbank.

Evenley Village Hall
Evenley village hall is having a spring clean on Saturday
24th March, between 10am and 12.30pm and is looking
for volunteers to help. If you can spare some time please
turn up or contact Chris Hart on chart4050@aol.com

Pocket Park
The Pocket Park Management Committee will be holding a
spring prune up at Evenley Pocket Park sometime in the
next few weeks. Look out for a poster on noticeboards and
on the website. Any help is very welcome. Any enquiries
please contact Joyce Stevens (01280) 702861.

Village Hall Events
LACE Making - Wednesday 28th March at 2.30 pm
Tickets: £5
Suzy Stathers is an expert lace-maker and also an expert on
the history of lace-making in this area. Evenley had a
strong tradition of lace-making. If you have any photos,
examples of lace or other memorabilia, you are invited to
bring them. Free refreshments will be provided in the
interval. Tickets from Carrie or Kevin on 01280 702300 or
email kevinoregan54@btinternet.com
The Symphony – a talk Wednesday 9th May at 2.30 pm
Tickets: £5
Our own Avril Hermann will talk about the development of
the symphony as a musical form, providing recorded
examples to illustrate it. Avril is a retired music teacher
with a considerable reputation in this area. Free
refreshments will be provided at the interval. Tickets from
Carrie or Kevin on 01280 702300 or email above

