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Neighbourhood Watch

Street Lights

If you are interested in getting information from
Northamptonshire Police and Neighbourhood
Watch please contact
david561connolly@btinternet.com

Two new streetlights have been installed in Church Leys, with
a further two scheduled for Rudgeway. These are Victorianstyle lamps and poles similar to those already around the
Green. Some of the lights in the village are now over thirty
years old and vary massively in design. The parish council is
currently working to obtain funding to replace all the
streetlights in Evenley to bring consistency and enhance the
village. Also, the new lights offer a 50 per cent cost saving on
running costs (paid for through the precept), which with 37
lights around the parish, is potentially a huge saving.

Don’t leave us in the dark!
If vegetation from your garden is covering a streetlamp, it
could be interfering with its efficiency. Please remember
that as a householder, it is your responsibility to keep trees
and hedges trimmed away from lights or from overhanding
public footpaths. Thank you.
Western Power Distribution is working on a new national
campaign called ‘Be Winter Ready’ with the aim of
encouraging people to prepare for a power cut or gas
emergency this winter. Know your free emergency
numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency,
dial 0800 111999. Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy
and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered
engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. Register as
a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra
support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You
can register at https://goo.gl/Aqmjss

Have a comment to make, issue to discuss or idea to put
forward? Then please contact the parish council.

Keep your eyes open: Keep an eye on the weather forecast
and, if you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on
your neighbours.

Cathy Ellis (Chair) 308568, Jeff Peyton-Bruhl 706351, Jean
Morgan 703317, Nic Hamblin 705212, Charles Reader,
Spencer Burnham 843973 Michael Baul 706895.
Our clerk is Cathy Knott clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 308580.

We Need Your IDEAS
Many residents have regularly expressed concern about the
safety of Evenley roundabout on the A43. Lorries landing on
the top are now a regular occurrence and exiting the village via
Broad Lane at busy periods is likened to playing Russian
roulette. Whilst the roundabout is the responsibility of
Highways England and not ours, with the ever increasing
volumes of traffic and construction of HS2 imminent, EPC is
keen to ensure its concerns are heard and taken seriously
before there is a serious accident. We would welcome
residents help and thoughts on this. We will be discussing the
problem at our meeting at 7.30pm, on Monday 22nd January at
Evenley village hall, so please either speak to a councillor, the
clerk or come and put forward your views and ideas at that
meeting.



Contact Us

Cllr John Townsend, District Councillor South Northants
john.townsend@southnorthants.gov.uk
Cllr Rebecca Breese ,County Councillor Northamptonshire
rbreese@northamptonshire.gov.uk

2018 Council Meetings
nd

th

th

th

22 January, 19 February, 19 March, 16 April (APM)
st
th
th
th
21 May (ACM) 18 June, 16 July, 17 September
th
th
15 October, 19 November,
17th December
All start at 7:30pm, parishioners are
welcome and may contribute during
public speaking session.
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Parish Council Budget
Evenley Parish Council is setting its budget for 2018-2019.
The precept (this is the money that you pay as part of your
council tax) which is reserved for Evenley Parish will increase
by around 3% this year. Following last year’s significant
increase the Parish Council has been able to increase the
quality of services provided around our parish (for example
keeping the green and verges more frequently cut this year)
and continued the replacement programme for our village
streetlights which are long overdue replacement. The
increase comes from inevitable increases from our various
suppliers however some of these increases have been offset
by EPC decisions to change our maintenance provider;
reduced audit fees and the cancelling some non-essential
projects (like providing electricity on the green).

A Brighter Future?
Sixteen villagers braved the cold on Remembrance Sunday to
add more colour to our village. A further 3,000 daffodil and
narcissi bulbs have been planted along Broad Lane, in School
Lane, around the entrance to Church Leys and along the
Mixbury Road. Missing from our picture are Maggie, Charles,
Julie Chris, David, Ollie and (Davids lad!). Thank you to
everyone who helped and here’s to a colourful and
welcoming Spring. !

New Councillor and Warden
Evenley Parish Council has appointed a new councillor.
Charles Reader joins us at our next meeting in January.
Charles has lived in the village for over thirty years and runs
his award winning farm, Barn Owl Farm on Bicester Hill
breeding Jersey cattle, with his wife Frances and son Andrew.
Charles replaces Lisa Proffitt who stepped down due to family
commitments. Joceline Hepplethwaite has kindly offered to
take on the role of flag warden. The Evenley flag will be
raised during the Summer, but on dates of national
importance, the union flag will be flown.

Matters Green
Evenley’s allotments are in the process of a tidy up. Weeds
have been sprayed, plots remeasured and in some cases
redesignated and the parish council is looking into available
grants to invest in this area. We widened the search for
tenants and several allotmenteers from Brackley are taking
over the empty plots. Further allotments may become
available next year so if you are interested in taking one over,
please contact the clerk.

Arts Co-ordinator Needed
Village stalwart Kevin O’Regan is stepping down as Evenley
Arts co-ordinator. This is a big loss to the village as over the
years, Kevin has organised a wide variety of arts-based events
including talks, play readings, folk evenings, visits, talent
shows and the annual Christmas pantomime. Evenley Parish
Council would like to thank Kevin for his outstanding
contribution to cultural life in the village. If you would like to
take on this role of arts co-ordinator, please contact the
parish clerk, Cathy Knott on 308580.

Winter 2017

Did you know…
Cricket was not played on the Green
until the 1960s when the road from
the northwest to southeast corners
was turfed over to create its current
homogenous shape. Before that,
cricket was played on the land where
Church Leys now stands and before
that, in Evenley Hall park. The
famous picture that everyone has of
the cricket team on the Green in the
1920s is actually a few members of
Evenley School prior to playing
cricket on the Green as part of their
games lesson!
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Andrea Leadsom MP
It has been an eventful year. I hope everyone
enjoyed the bonfire night displays and trust
that you are looking forward to Christmas. I wanted to take the
opportunity to update all residents of Evenley on a few local
matters before the end of the year. You may have heard the
news that the final stumbling block for the new Brackley
Medical Centre has now been overcome, and the site is
expected to be completed by the end of 2018. I’ve been
working with our wonderful GPs in Brackley and the
Northamptonshire Health Foundation Trust to secure the
intermediate beds that made the project viable; at a recent
meeting, it was agreed that NHFT would guarantee to fund the
beds. A key issue for Evenley is, of course, the urgent need for
the bypass on the A422 for Farthinghoe. Residents of Evenley
and the surrounding villages have made clear their concerns
about the unacceptable levels of traffic along local roads,
particularly when the A422 becomes blocked. The bypass has
become even more necessary with construction traffic for HS2
imminent and the upcoming closure of the A43 so it can be
“lifted” to get the train line underneath. I have written to the
Secretary of State for Transport, the Rt Hon. Chris Grayling MP,
and asked him to consider how we might accelerate the
construction of the bypass now that Northants County Council
has made it a priority.
You may be aware that, each year since becoming your MP, I
have employed a local school-leaver to join my team as an
Apprentice Caseworker. This is a terrific opportunity for paid
work whilst also gaining an NVQ in Business Administration,
and I was delighted to welcome Emily from Sponne School in
September. I will be starting to look for my 2018/19 Apprentice
early in the New Year. If you, or someone you know, might be
interested, please do get in touch with me!
As ever, I can always be reached via my constituency office in
Towcester (01327 353 124) or via email at
andrea.leadsom.mp@parliament.uk, if anyone has any issues
they would like to raise with me. You can book yourself in to
see me at one of my regular advice surgeries in The Forum, and
keep up-to-date on local news via my website at
www.andrealeadsom.com.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas, and a happy New Year.
This could change the way
housing and commercial
developments are approved
andand
around
Evenley.
…and a peaceful New Year toinyou
your family

MERRY CHRISTMAS…
Evenley Parish Council
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Village Hall
Improvements continue at this valuable village asset: the
planning application to replace the village hall’s front
entrance windows and doors has been approved by SNC
and funding for this project and redecoration including
new flooring is being explored. Meanwhile, the village hall
management committee has continued with its
programme of small improvements. Additional light
switches have been added to the storage barn and a power
socket has been installed in the entrance hall. The open air
space at the rear of the entrance hall has been
transformed; dustbins have been relocated to the bin
store, the area gravelled and a piece of sculpture added
and small round tables and table cloths have been bought.
A new curtain has been purchased to provide a backdrop
for performers and to help with acoustics and will be
installed once a new ceiling mounted electric projector
screen is fitted. The improved lighting in the main hall (part
funded by Evenley Matters) is now installed and fully
operational and a mobile bar is being manufactured. The
artwork and notice boards in the building have been
reorganised and some additional pictures added, but there
is much more to do. For the moment our future plans are
on temporary hold whilst we explore available funding
sources. If you’d like to use the village hall, please contact
Kirsty on 843973
The village hall management committee hopes everyone
using the hall enjoys the new Christmas tree and lights in
the entrance foyer. This was made possible thanks to Mid
Counties Co-operative which gave us a grant to purchase
the tree and lights for which we are extremely grateful.

Evenley MATTERS
Please get in touch with Evenley Matters secretary, Jean
Morgan, with suggestions for projects to be part-funded by
money raised at the 2017 fête and dog show.
The play area, the composting toilet in St George’s Church,
new lighting in the village hall and the lovely bulbs around
the village were part-funded in previous years. Brackley
Food Bank and other charities working locally have also
received contributions.
Evenley Matters committee is meeting on Saturday 13th
January, so ideas need to be in by 11th January, please.
Jean can be contacted on 703317, or call in at 4 The Green.

Parish Events
Tuesday 19 December Evenley village carol singing. Singers
and door knockers meet outside the church gates at
6.45pm. Torches & gloves usually necessary – everyone
welcome – the more the merrier. We finish at the
Gardening Society’s party in the village hall where we are
welcomed with a warming glass of mulled wine & nibbles.
Sunday 17 December 3.00pm Lessons & Carols, Evenley
Morning Prayer (usually no more than 20 mins) every
Wednesday 8.30am - Evenley

Gardening Club News
Members free Christmas party Tuesday 19th December, 8.00pm.
Usual format, quiz, finger-food, mulled wine and raffle. We will be
joined by the carol singers at the end of their journey around Evenley.
Non members welcome for a small charge.
The New Year meeting (16th January 2018) kicks off with Tim Walker
telling us all about plant hunting Australia (part 2). No doubt it will be a
very entertaining evening with Tim.
New members welcome, please contact Joyce Stevens 702861

Tuesday 12 December Mince pies & Mulled Wine at Jane
Gibbs, Rectory Farmhouse, Evenley. 2.30 – 4.00pm.
All proceeds to Centrepoint Charity for homeless young
people. Cost £3.50 plus raffle. Everyone welcome, please
rsvp to Jane on 840018

