
 

 

 

Bulbs around Evenley 

On a cold wintery afternoon in November, parish councillors 

and friends planted over 3,000 daffodils and narcissi around 

the Green, the entrances to Lawyers Close and School Lane 

and alongside the village hall. Thank you to Evenley Matters, 

which paid for the £280 worth of bulbs. 

Evenley Arts 
 

Kevin O’Regan Evenley arts co-ordinator writes that it was a 

superb November evening in Evenley village hall when Eric 

Millard gave a thoughtful and sensitive presentation in 

photographs of The Western Front: 100 years on. Eric used 

old and recent photos, frequently superimposed with great 

skill to contrast scenes from the battlefields with how they 

appear now. The serenity and peace of the war cemeteries 

now were shown in stark counterpoint to the mud and 

destruction of the same scenes one hundred years ago. Eric 

had invited six people to read six poems at key points in the 

commentary. These added huge poignancy when heard in 

the context of the photographs. Thanks to Eric and the 

readers for giving us such a good evening. 

 

He’s behind you! 
Its Panto time again on Wed 28th December 2016 at 2.00 pm 

at Evenley village hall. This year's panto, Robin Hood and the 

Babes in the Wood is a clever combination of two classic 

stories. As with all the pantos at Evenley in the last 15 years, 

this is presented by Looking Glass Theatre Company who 

always astound us at how many characters can be 

represented with such a small cast. Tickets for the show are 

£8 adults and £6 children (13 and under). This show will sell 

out so book early. Tickets available from Carrie or Kevin on 

01280 702300 or  kevinoregan54@btinternet.com 

 

Kevin will be organising further events, play readings, group 

visits and possibly a dance spectacular, so keep up to date 

by "Liking" the Evenley Arts Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/evenleyarts or go on the email list by 

emailing Kevin at kevinoregan54@btinternet.com.  

A big thank you once again to Kevin O’Regan for all his work 

in 2016 in bringing these events to our village. 

Produced with thanks to our sponsors 

Contact Us 

Have a comment to make, issue to discuss or idea to put 
forward?  Then please contact the parish council.   

Jean Morgan (Chair)  703317, Cathy Ellis 308568,  Jeff Peyton-
Bruhl 706351, Nic Hamblin 705212, Lisa Proffit 841904, 
Spencer Burnham 843973 Michael Baul 706895.  
Our clerk is Cathy Knott clerk@evenleypc.org.uk 308580. 

Cllr John Townsend, District Councillor South Northants 
john.townsend@southnorthants.gov.uk 
 
Cllr Ron Sawbridge MBE,County Councillor Northamptonshire 
RSawbridge@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 

2017 Council Meetings 
 
30

th
 January, 27

th
 February, 3

rd
 April (Annual Parish Meeting) 

15
th

 May (Annual Meeting of the Council) 
3

rd
 July, 4

th
 September, 2

nd
 October 

6th November, 4th  December 
All Start at 7:30pm, parishioners are  
welcome and may  contribute during 
public speaking session. 

SNC Development Plan 
Potential development sites across the district submitted as 

part of South Northamptonshire Council’s Local Plan (2a) are 

now being considered along with those here in Evenley by the 

planning department at SNC. Its recommendations will then 

be discussed by SNC councillors who sit on the planning policy 

and regeneration strategy committee in early 2017, with the 

first meetings held on 25th January and 22nd March, 2017.  

Evenley Parish Council will keep its residents informed of any 

changes or news through the newsletter, its website and at its 

regular meetings. 

 

 

 

Evenley Christmas Fayre 
On Wednesday 7

th
 December, the Red  

Lion pub is holding its  now annual  

Christmas fayre between 11am and  

3pm. Christmas wreaths, flowers,  

handmade decorations, Captain Tortue 

clothing, candles and much more will  

be on sale, coffee and homemade cakes 

will be served and there will be a grand  

raffle with proceeds and donations  

going to the charity Smile Malawi. This  

is a small charity close to the heart of fayre organiser  and 

village resident Wendy Freestone, who with her daughter 

Maddie, visited the small orphanage in Malawi this Summer. 

The orphanage, built with donations from the UK aims to 

provide a home, family, education and love for some 37 

orphaned and vulnerable children in the southern part of 

Malawi.  The smallest donation can make such a difference.” 

Maddie and Wendy will be returning again to Smile Malawi 

next year. 
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Keith joined the Evenley Gardening 

Society in the 1980s, and when invited, 

accepted the role of chairman.   He 

took over managing the annual trips in 

late 2005 and the last one was on 4
th

 

June this year when he arranged a visit 

to Bowood House.  Many society 

members on the trip considered it to 

be 'the best one yet', but sadly it was 

to be his last.  

Few have done more for this village of 

Evenley and Keith will be greatly 

missed.  Our thoughts are with his wife 

Chris and their daughter Clare.   

Keith Cousins 
It is with great sadness that we report the death of Keith 

Cousins.  Keith lived in Evenley for over thirty years and was a 

very active villager.  He joined the parish council in June 1986 

and in May 1999 took over as chairman. He continued in this 

role until May 2014 when he announced his impending 

retirement but agreed to stay on to help and advise the 

incoming chairman, until May 2015.  

 
 
 

Neighbourhood Watch  
If you are interested in getting information from 

Northamptonshire Police and Neighbourhood 

Watch please contact 

david561connolly@btinternet.com  

 

Evenley Road Markings 
Villagers will have noticed the ‘keep clear’ road markings on 

the corner of the Green, leading into Church Lane have been 

removed following a complaint from a resident.  The resident 

questioned whether the markings met current Highways 

standards and policies and expressed interest in ‘creating 

additional parking for the benefit of local residents’.  In 

response Northamptonshire County Council removed them.  

The origins of the markings are unclear, but most residents 

agree that they have been there since time immemorial. 

Many villagers have expressed deep concern to the Parish 

Council at the removal of the markings as obviously this is a 

very narrow thoroughfare with reduced visibility and there 

have already been problems with delivery and farm vehicles 

passing through safely.   On your behalf, Evenley Parish 

Council met with NCC.  NCC completely understands 

villagers’ concerns and has agreed that double yellow lines 

would be a suitable solution, preferably on both sides of the 

road.   

We now have two options.  NCC has to pay a legal fee to 

make this happen, which together with the cost of adding the 

lines amounts to just under £4,000.  It can bundle this with 

other works in the area towards the end of 2017, or Evenley 

Parish Council can pay to have these lines added 

sooner.    Our proposal, to be discussed fully at the next EPC 

meeting is that this is a cost we cannot afford, so await action 

by NCC and in the meantime appeal to villagers to be sensible 

and not park on this corner.  NCC is aware of villagers 

concerns regarding safety and will try to push this through as 

soon as possible.  Should you with wish to express your view 

to NCC please contact clerk@evenleypc.org.uk who will 

forward responses. 
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Allotments Available 
Thanks to a little help from the Brackley Allotment Association, a 

half plot at Evenley’s allotments has been taken by a Brackley 

resident and the whole area is looking a lot tidier. There is still 

one whole plot and one half plot up for grabs, so why not start 

the new year with a resolution to grow your own veg and spend 

more time in the great outdoors? For the half plot the first six 

months are rent free as it is quite overgrown, the other one has 

been beautifully kept and is ready for planting.  Contact Lisa 

Proffitt at l.proffitt@evenleypc.org.uk if you're interested. 

Evenley Matters? 

Good progress is being made on the new toilet at St Georges 

Church; part funded by Evenley Matters.  Recently the 

committee reserved £1500 to support the village hall ready for 

when they have finalised their major improvement plans. 

Is there a village project or cause that needs support? Evenley 

Matters, the body that distributes money raised by the fete 

would welcome applications. Since 2013 it has distributed or 

promised more than £11,000 to local projects and charities. 

Please contact Ian Inshaw or David Connolly if you have a 

project you would like considered for part funding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Shop 
Hampers, Christmas cards, wrapping paper and plants are 

just some of the extras you can pick up in the village shop 

throughout December whilst you post your packages to 

loved-ones! Call in to check up on last postage days or visit 

www.royalmail.com/greetings 

  

Village Hall 
Evenley village hall has a new committee. Chairman is Eric 

Millard, vice-chairman is Sue Waller, secretary is Barrie 

Morgan, treasurer is Tony Stevens and booking officers are 

Karen Walker and Kirsty Burnham. Mike Bosher is looking 

after health and safety. They are joined on the committee 

by representatives Madeline Furnivall (St George’s 

Parochial Church Council), Joyce Stevens (Evenley 

Gardening Society) and Chris Hart (Evenley Residents 

Association). The committee will look after the day to day 

running of the hall and is in the early stages of putting 

together a strategic plan to protect the hall in the long 

term and look at future development ideas. 

Film Club 
The Film Club have announced their schedule for 2017.  

January 2017 No membership fee, everyone welcome just 

pay on the door £4.50. Please come and support us, and 

watch the film in a warm and friendly atmosphere at our 

Village Hall. Bring your own favourite tipple or enjoy a FREE 

soft drink, all glasses provided. 

16th January 2017   Eddie the Eagle 

Stars: Taron Egerton 

13th February 2017 Lady in the Van 

Stars: Maggie Smith, Alex Jennings, Jim Broadbent 

13th March 2017  Deep Water Horizon 

Stars: Mark Wahlberg, Kurt Russell, Douglas M Griffin. 

10
th

 April 2017  Girl on the Train 

Stars: Emily Blunt, Haley Bennett, Rebecca Ferguson 

8
th

  May 2017  Whisky Tango Foxtrot 

Stars: Tina Fey, Margot Robbie, Martin Freeman 

Full details can be found at 

http://www.evenleypc.org.uk/local-clubs/film-club.html 

. 

December Church Services 

at St George’s Evenley 
Sunday 4th December 11am Communion 

Sunday 11th December 11am Communion 

Sunday 18th December 3pm Lessons and carols,  

   mince pies and tea afterwards 

Christmas Day  10:00am Family  

   Christmas Service 

For further information, please contact Reverend Simon 

Dommett on 01869 810903 or assistant curate, Reverend 

Shemil Mathew on 07401 587151.   

Choir practice – see times in village shop 

Information Accessibility 
Parish Council minutes, local information and village news can be 
found on our website, www.evenleypc.org.uk  
If you don’t have access to a computer, copies of minutes, 
agendas ahead of meetings and important parish council notices 
are available to read on the notice board at The Red Lion, our 
village shop, and of course on the notice board outside the 
village hall. 
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Carol Singing 
Carol singing around the village 

Tuesday 20th December 

Meet outside Church 6pm, ending with 

mulled wine at Gardening Club party. 

Precept Increase 2017 
Evenley Parish Council is looking into the feasibility of 

increasing its precept; which is the amount of money it collects 

from parishioners via the council tax.  The current precept is 

£13,813 nearly all of which is pre-determined cost to run EPC.  

There is very little left that can be used for investments in our 

village. By comparison our precept equates to £47.81 for a band 

D property; neighbouring councils set their precept at £63.71 

and £67.21 for the same. If EPC chose a similar amount this 

could generate an extra £3-£4000, a 30% increase but in real 

terms only £1 per month per household increase. EPC would 

welcome your views ahead of the next meeting. 

Big Sing 2 
Friday 27th January After the success 

of last year's Big Sing, a second 

chance to join in with lots of favourite 

songs. All abilities welcome, no 

rehearsals nor feedback just singing! 
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