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HS2 Liaison Group 
Venue: Microsoft Teams 

Draft notes of the meeting held on 11th December 2020 at 11am 
 
 

Representatives from the following organisations 
were present: 

Cllr Ian Morris – NCC (Chair)  
Brackley TC 

SNAG 
Radstone Parish Council 

Sulgrave PC 
Hinton-in-the-Hedges PM 

 

 
SNATRA 

Andrea Leadsom MP 
Laura Dunn – MP for South Northants Office 

Thorpe Mandeville PC 
CPRE 

Friends of Boddington 
Greatworth PC 

Cllr Rosie Herring – SNC 
Syresham PC 

 

Apologies:  
Chris Wragg (NCC) 

 
 

  In Attendance: 
Esme Cushing – NCC (notes) 
Denis Winterbottom – SNC 

Faizul Chowdhury - Highways England 
Liam Burns – Highways England 

Aaron Douglas – Highways England 
Jeremy Dixon – Highways England 

Chris James – EKFB 
Lucy Colls - EKFB  

Nisha Mejer – HS2 Ltd 
Gary Moreira – HS2 Ltd 

William Woodroofe – HS2 Ltd 
Josh Jones – Fusion 

Richard Aylmer – Fusion 
Shane Snow - DfT 

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.  
 
2. Matters arising 
 
Further to the land possession information provided by HS2 Ltd as a post-meeting note, it was felt that 
the update did not provide transparency on what has been paid to landowners and what is still 
outstanding according to the landowners themselves.  
 
Action – HS2 Ltd to provide further detail on what has been paid/ what is due to be paid 
 
The potholes in Radstone have now been repaired but are likely to require further works in the future. 
NCC explained that HS2 ltd had now produced a claim form to reimburse Highway Authorities where 
they can demonstrate that deterioration to the carriageway is over and above what would normally be 
expected and is therefore a result of HS2 construction traffic. Cllr Herring thanked Rebecca Miller in 
KierWSP for her work. 

Commonplace will be used to update people on road closures etc. You can sign up for updates here:  

https://hs2innorthants.commonplace.is/ 

https://hs2innorthants.commonplace.is/
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You can also contact the HS2 Helpdesk team all day, every day of the year on: 

Freephone: 08081 434 434 

Minicom: 08081 456 472 

Email: hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk   

Action – HS2 Ltd to provide additional data on location of gantries (when available) at a future 
meeting  

Cllr Herring encouraged others to take up EKFB’s offer of a socially distanced walk to understand the 
fencing being put up. Fusion offered to talk through any issues as there is potentially some modifications 
that can be undertaken.  

AL gave a short update. There are still a number of people with outstanding compensation issues and 
HS2 Ltd are refusing to pay ongoing legal costs. There is frustration that there is a lack of consultation 
with the local community on issues. AL urged HS2 Ltd to consult with Parish Clerks and for Parish Clerks 
to engage with HS2 Ltd if got concerns as it is easier to make changes before something is implemented.  

AL reiterated that it would be very helpful to have 3D modelling, of viaducts etc.  

Action – 3D models to be brought to the next Liaison Group meeting 

The minutes were agreed as true record.  

3. Highways England – introduction to the team 

Faizul Chowdhury senior project manager for Highways England introduced the Phase 1 interface team. 
In this area they are dealing with interfaces at M40 Junction 10/11 and A43. Over last couple of months 
there have been a shift within HS2. The contractors are now starting to ramp up operations. As a result, 
Highways England have restructured to provide specific resource.  

The key contacts are:  

• Arron Douglas – project manager 

• Liam Burns – assistant project manager 

• Filippa St Aubin D'Ancey – senior stakeholder manager 

• Jeremy Dixon - Integration Manager – Major Projects (Operations) 
 
LB gave a brief overview and explained that discussions are ongoing with EKFB regarding the A43 
overbridge which has culminated in design workshops, to discuss the final design and how it is going to 
be built. There is no agreement yet on the final design and it is a complex picture due to the number of 
stakeholders involved. Highways England are happy to be contacted on any HS2 issues.  

Cllr Herring noted that designs seem to have changed since the Environmental Statement and things are 
moving quite quickly and it would be helpful to have a central way to view documents. HE explained that 
the designs are still being developed. EKFB agreed and explained that the designs would be shared at the 
right time but that the designs were still about seeking an online solution as explained in this meeting 
and in meetings with local communities. The works at the A43 are very complex and EKFB are aware that 
it is a sensitive area and involve discussions with a number of stakeholders.  

EKFB confirmed that there are not going to be long term road closures of the A43. Any tie-ins will be 
undertaken at night. 

EKFB confirmed that Radstone junction (Whitfield Road) will be designed by EKFB on behalf of HS2 Ltd, 
but that it will need to be agreed with both Highways England and NCC. Radstone PC explained that they 

tel:08081434434
tel:08081456472
mailto:hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
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received an assurance of lowering the line up to 1.5m and are concerned that they are not being fully 
engaged. AL confirmed that this has been raised with the Minister for HS2.  

EKFB confirmed that they have been talking to communities for a number of years and that this 
information has been fed through to design teams. There are lots of sensitivities around the scheme 
design and the process followed is dictated by the HS2 Act. EKFB will be as open and as transparent as 
possible and will share what it can when it is available, as have been doing so far.   

Hinton-in-the-Hedges PM outlined that they still had not received a response from Highways England 
following a letter in June which referred to a two-year safety review on the A43. There are still concerns 
locally that further enhancements are required on the A43 to a number of roundabouts to accommodate 
the increase in HS2 construction traffic. This was echoed by Brackley TC.   

Highways England explained that the delivery team are solely interfacing with where HS2 directly meets 
the Strategic Road Network (SRN). Wider A43 maintenance would fall to operational colleagues. 
Highways England confirmed that they are in discussions around the Local Traffic Management Plan and 
any operational impacts.  

Action – Highways England to respond to Hinton-in-the-Hedges and Evenley PC by next meeting 

Action – Any questions for Highways England to be sent to NCC two weeks in advance of the next 
meeting  

4. HS2 and cycling 

David Cranwell gave a brief overview of South Northamptonshire Active Travel Route Association 
(SNATRA). SNATRA are looking to develop an active travel route between Towcester and Brackley and 
from Syresham to Banbury along the B4525. Will need to be completed in stages using a variety of 
funding sources. There are certain elements that are impacted by HS2, for example Syresham to Brackley 
and the increase in construction traffic on the B4525. HS2 crossing points need to accommodate cycling 
and walking facilities so that routes can be created in the future.  

Cllr Herring pointed out that it has been a long-standing desire to have a Helmdon to Brackley cycling 
route, which aligns with the new green bridge.  

Cllr Morris recognised that it was an ambitious plan, but it was one that he supported.  

Syresham PC outlined that they supported cycle paths in the area and were keen to look at sustainable 
links on the B4525 between two hamlets: Crowfield and High Cross. Better connections would allow for 
access to local services and recreation. They have looked at the CEF grant, however they are not able 
seek funding as they are not the landowner. 

Shane Snow from the Department of Transport explained that the focus on cycling and walking has 
increased significantly in recent months. He has been working with Buckinghamshire Council and 
Warwickshire County Council to undertake some cycling pilots to look at the interfaces with HS2 and 
what is needed. DfT are about to instruct EKFB to cost up what is required. There are two funds for the 
enhancements – the HS2 Road Safety Fund and there will be a national cycle budget (based on formula) 
as part of a longer timescale. In rural areas EKFB will be building haul routes. DfT have asked HS2 Ltd to 
look at where there might be scope to retain as a community asset for a greenway. The Active Travel 
Fund focus has been on urban areas to date. However now that the HS2 pilot has been undertaken it has 
proven that it is possible. This is a one in a 120 year chance.  

Cllr Morris agreed that the Active Travel Fund has been town focused and that rural areas need to be 
equally represented and that this was a great opportunity to futureproof cycling in the county. 

SNATRA outlined their interest in being involved in future discussions and input into design.  
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Action – EC to set up a meeting of a sub-group to discuss cycling opportunities  

5. HS2 update 

HS2 Ltd, Fusion and EKFB went through their slides to give an update on progress.  

Action – Cllr Herring to discuss with Fusion any fencing concerns 

AB mentioned that the consultation on viaducts gave limited opportunities to feedback comments and 
felt like it wasn’t possible to express views fully. EKFB explained that there was a free comment box that 
people could use to give their views.  

Thorpe Mandeville PC raised concerns about lighting from nearby compound.  

Action – EKFB to take away lighting issue 

6. HS2 Road Safety Fund 

Please see attached slides. 

7. AOB  
 
Cllr Herring noted that neither NCC or SNC responded to the common design consultation. DW explained 
that they had been in discussions with HS2 Ltd over the design of the common design elements for a 
number of years and that there had been a number of workshops route-wide. The common design that 
were consulted on were did not reflect the designs that LA’s put forward and SNC made comments 
during the ongoing workshops about the importance of being responsive to the local vernacular. The 
purpose of the common design consultation was to take the designs to the wider audience.  

EC explained that NCC does not approve the design of viaducts/ overbridges etc. so it was not felt 
appropriate for it to comment in this instance.  

Date of next meeting 
 

Friday 26th February 2021 at 11am via Microsoft Teams. 
 

Joining details will be sent out closer to the time. 
 


